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Barriers to Fair and Effective Juvenile Justice Systems
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Common misconceptions about, and biases against, LGBT youth  
negatively impact how the juvenile justice system responds to them. 
7<$&()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&*3*+$Q&"*&,<080,+$8"X$#&/3&0&K8;E;)%#&60,O&;E&0,,$K+0%,$&;E&.247&
"#$%+"+31& /0*$#& "%& 6089$& K08+& ;%&Q"*,;%,$K+";%*& 0/;)+& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%& 0%#& 9$%#$8&
"#$%+"+3I&7<$*$&"%,6)#$&Q3+<*&+<0+&3;)+<1&/3&>"8+)$&;E&+<$"8&09$1&,0%%;+&/$&.247&;8&+<0+&
.247&3;)+<&*"QK63&#;&%;+&$5"*+&M"+<"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K;K)60+";%I&'%&8$06"+31&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&E;8&Q0%3&"%#">"#)06*&08$&$*+0/6"*<$#&0+&3;)%9&09$*1&0%#&
$Q$89"%9&8$*$08,<&"%#",0+$*&+<0+&0KK8;5"Q0+$63&cg&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"R
+"$*& 0,8;**& +<$& ,;)%+83&08$&.247I&7<$& E0"6)8$&;E& *;Q$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*& +;&
8$,;9%"X$&+<$&$5"*+$%,$&;E&.247&3;)+<&<0*&6$E+&+<$Q&"66&$W)"KK$#&+;&Q$$+&+<$&%$$#*&;E&
+<"*&6089$63&<"##$%&K;K)60+";%I&

J%;+<$8&<08QE)6&Q3+<&"*&+<0+&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&08$&Q0++$8*&;E&K$8*;%R
&+%41-,4#%&"'%01#.#*-.#%4&"%?#%41&"5#'6%O1,)%/<01%,)%.#*(0#'%?<%01#%)4,#"0,24%.#)#&.41%01&0%
2"')%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%&"'%5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<%&.#%'##;R)#&0#'B%,"1#.#"0%&);#40)%-*%;#.)-"&+%
"#$%+"+3I&J++$QK+*&+;&,<0%9$&$"+<$8&08$&E)+"6$&0%#&#0%9$8;)*I&

7<$&60,O&;E&)%#$8*+0%#"%9&;E&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&"*&K08+",)60863&*+8"O"%9I&D;Q$&K8;E$**";%R
06*&#;&%;+&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$&#"EE$8$%,$&/$+M$$%&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0%#&6$*/"0%1&9031&;8&/"R
*$5)06&3;)+<I&780%*9$%#$8&"%#">"#)06*&<0>$&0&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&S"I$I1&0&#$$K63R<$6#1&"%+$8%06&

*$%*$&;E&/$"%9&Q06$1&E$Q06$1&
;8& ;+<$8T& +<0+& #"EE$8*& E8;Q&
+<$"8&0**"9%$#&/"8+<&*$5I&J,R
,;8#"%9& +;&Q$#",06& $5K$8+*1&
066;M"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&
+;&$5K8$**&+<$"8&,;8$&9$%#$8&
"#$%+"+3& "*& ,8"+",0663& "QK;8R
+0%+&E;8&+<$"8&M$66R/$"%9I&:$+&
*;Q$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q"*+0O$&
$5K8$**";%*& ;E& 9$%#$8R%;%R
,;%E;8Q"+3& S+<8;)9<& ,<;",$&
;E& <0"8*+36$1& ,6;+<"%91&Q0%R
%$8"*Q*1& 0%#& %0Q$T& 0*& 8$R
/$66";)*&/$<0>";8&+;&/$&,;8R
8$,+$#&80+<$8&+<0%&M<0+&"+&"*-&&
&"%&;;.-;.,&0#% .#V#40,-"%-*%
,;8$&"#$%+"+3I&



3

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
S

um
m

ar
y

Some professionals in the juvenile justice system attempt to change,  
control, or punish LGBT adolescent sexual orientation and gender identity. 
N$8<0K*& +<$& Q;*+& #0Q09"%9& Q"*,;%,$K+";%*& 0/;)+& .247& 3;)+<& 08$& +<;*$& +<0+& $W)0+$&
.247& "#$%+"+3&M"+<& *$5)06&#$>"0%,$& 0%#&Q$%+06& "66%$**1&M<",<& +<$&Q$#",06& 0%#&Q$%+06&
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+">$63&$%E;8,$&60M*&090"%*+&+<$QI&'%&K08+",)6081&.247&3;)+<&08$&#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$63&,<089$#&
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980Q*&+<0+&)*$&)%*,8)K)6;)*&Q$0*)8$*&"%&0%&0++$QK+&+;&E;8,$&3;)+<&+;&,<0%9$&+<$"8&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&7<$&Q$#",06&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%*&<0>$&)%$W)">;R
,0663&,;%#$Q%$#&*),<&$EE;8+*&/$,0)*$&+<$3&08$&/;+<&"%$EE$,+">$&0%#&#0Q09"%9I

Family rejection of LGBT youth increases the risk of their involvement in the 
juvenile justice system and negatively impacts their cases. 
[<"6$&Q0%3&E0Q"6"$*&*)KK;8+&+<$"8&.247&,<"6#8$%1&*+)#"$*&"%#",0+$&+<0+&%)Q$8;)*&.247&
3;)+<&;E&066&80,$*&0%#&$+<%","+"$*&$5K$8"$%,$&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"R
$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&a0Q"63&8$($,+";%&<0*&%$90+">$&<$06+<&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&;)+R
,;Q$*&0%#&,0%& 6$0#& +;&<;Q$6$**%$**Z& +<$*$& E0,+;8*1& "%& +)8%1& ,0%& "%,8$0*$&3;)+<`*& 8"*O&;E&
4-(.0%,"3-+3#/#"06%W"%;&.0,4(+&.B%<-(01%$1-%#S;#.,#"4#%4-"V,40)%&0%1-/#%?#4&()#%01#<%&.#%
.247&08$&0+&8"*O&;E&$%+$8"%9&+<$&*3*+$Q&E;8&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$*&SK08+",)60863&)%9;>$8%0/"6"+3&
0%#&8)%%"%9&0M03T1&#;Q$*+",&#"*+)8/0%,$*1&0%#&*)8>">06&,8"Q$*1&*),<&0*&*<;K6"E+"%9&0%#&
K8;*+"+)+";%I&

^%,$&.247&3;)+<&<0>$&,;%+0,+&M"+<&+<$&*3*+$Q1&60,O&;E&E0Q"63&*)KK;8+&"%,8$0*$*&+<$&6"O$6"R
<;;#&;E&E;8Q06&K8;,$**"%9&80+<$8&+<0%&#">$8*";%1&#$+$%+";%1&0%#&K)%"+">$&#"*K;*"+";%*I&'+&
4-/#)%&)%+,00+#%)(.;.,)#B%01#"B%01&0%/-.#%01&"%XY%;#.4#"0%-*%)(.3#<%.#);-"'#"0)%,'#"0,2#'%
60,O&;E&E0Q"63&*)KK;8+&0*&0&*$8";)*&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&

Pervasive harassment of LGBT youth at school also impacts their involvement 
in the juvenile justice system. 
D,<;;6&$%>"8;%Q$%+*&;E+$%&08$&K08+",)60863&<;*+"6$&+;M08#&.247&*+)#$%+*I&7<$&K$8>0*">$&
?(++<,"5%&"'%1&.&))/#"0%01&0%LJNO%)0('#"0)%#S;#.,#"4#Z&"'%)41--+%-*24,&+)A%.#+&0#'%*&,+R
)8$*& +;&O$$K& *+)#$%+*& *0E$]<0>$&/$$%&M$66&#;,)Q$%+$#I&7;&0>;"#&>",+"Q"X0+";%1&Q0%3&
LJNO%<-(01%)[,;%)41--+%-"+<%0-%2"'%01#/)#+3#)%*&4,"5%0.(&"4<%41&.5#)6%901#.%LJNO%)0(R
#$%+*&$%#&)K&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&;%&#"*;8#$863&,;%#),+&;8&0**0)6+&,<089$*&M<$%&
+<$3&+83&+;&#$E$%#&+<$Q*$6>$*&090"%*+&0++0,O*&/3&+<$"8&,60**Q0+$*I&'%&;+<$8&"%*+0%,$*1&*,<;;6&
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-*24,&+)%0&.5#0%LJNO%<-(01%',);.-;-.0,-"&0#+<%*-.%;(",)1/#"0B%.#*#..,"5%01#/%0-%G(3#",+#%
,;)8+&E;8&Q"%;8&Q"*,;%#),+&+<0+&,;)6#&Q;8$&0KK8;K8"0+$63&/$&<0%#6$#&0+&*,<;;6I&

.$E+&)%0##8$**$#1&+<$&K8;/6$Q*&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&<0>$&0+&*,<;;6&,0%&)%%$,$**08"63&K8;6;%9&
+<$"8&"%>;6>$Q$%+&"%&+<$&*3*+$Q&0%#&$5K;*$&+<$Q&+;&Q;8$&8$*+8",+">$&#"*K;*"+";%*I&a;8&$5R
0QK6$1&,;%#"+";%*&;E&K8;/0+";%&,;QQ;%63&"%,6)#$&0&8$W)"8$Q$%+&+<0+&3;)+<&8$9)60863&0+R
+$%#&*,<;;6I&.247&3;)+<&M<;&E$$6&)%*0E$&0+&*,<;;6&08$&E;8,$#&+;&#$,"#$&/$+M$$%&*O"KK"%9&
*,<;;6&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$Q*$6>$*&0%#&,;QK63"%9&M"+<&+<$&+$8Q*&;E&K8;/0+";%I
&

At every stage of the process, services and placements competent to serve 
LGBT youth are lacking. 
N8;980Q*&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&+<0+&,;QK$+$%+63&*$8>$&.247&3;)+<&08$&0/6$&+;&Q$$+&+<$"8&%$$#*1&
[##;%01#/%)&*#B%&"'%0.#&0%01#/%*&,.+<%&"'%.#);#40*(++<6%\#;-.0%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%G(3#R
%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&0,8;**&+<$&,;)%+83&08$&0M08$&;E&E$M&*),<&K8;980Q*1&M<",<&)%#$8R
Q"%$*&.247&3;)+<`*&K8;*K$,+*&E;8&8$<0/"6"+0+";%I&7<$8$&08$&E$M&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%R
06*&M"+<&$5K$8+"*$&"%&+<$&)%"W)$&"**)$*&E0,"%9&.247&3;)+<1&0%#&$>$%&E$M$8&8$*;)8,$*&E;8&
*&/,+,#)%$1-%#S;#.,#"4#%4-"V,40%-3#.% 01#,.%41,+'A)%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%-.%5#"'#.% ,'#"0,0<6%
7<$&60,O&;E&+80"%$#&K8;E$**";%06*&0%#&0KK8;K8"0+$&K8;980Q*&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&K)*<$*&.247&
3;)+<&#$$K$8& "%+;& +<$& ()*+",$& *3*+$Q&0%#&*)/($,+*& +<$Q& +;&)%%$,$**08"63&K)%"+">$& +8$0+R
Q$%+I&'%&Q0%3&()8"*#",+";%*1&E;8&$50QK6$1&3;)+<&08$&#$+0"%$#&;8&"%,08,$80+$#&%;+&/$,0)*$&
+<$3&K;*$&0&+<8$0+&+;&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3&/)+&/$,0)*$&6$**&8$*+8",+">$&;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*&
M"66&%;+&0,,$K+&.247&3;)+<I

LGBT youth are unnecessarily and disproportionately detained pending trial 
because of a lack of understanding of their life experiences. 
>.#0.,&+%'#0#"0,-"%,)%&))-4,&0#'%$,01%),5",24&"0%1&./B%,"4+(',"5%.,)[%-*%&?()#B%,"G(.<B%&"'%
*)","#$1&Q;8$&8$*+8",+">$&#"*K;*"+";%*1&0%#&"%,8$0*$#&8$,"#">"*QI&D+0+)+$*&0%#&K8;E$**";%06&
*+0%#08#*&K8;>"#$&+<0+&K8$+8"06&#$+$%+";%&*<;)6#&/$&"QK;*$#&;%63&M<$%&0&,<"6#&K;*$*&0&
.,)[%-*%V,510%-.%.,)[%-*%'&"5#.%0-%)#+*%-.%-01#.)6%LJNO%<-(01B%1-$#3#.B%&.#%-*0#"%'#0&,"#'%,"%
*"+)0+";%*&"%&M<",<&+<$*$&6$906&*+0%#08#*&08$&%;+&Q$+I&

\#;-.0%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%'#4,),-"%/&[#.)%)-/#0,/#)%'#0&,"%<-(01%?&)#'%-"%?,&)#)%01&0%
.247&3;)+<&08$&*$5)0663&K8$#0+;83&;8&,0%%;+&/$&O$K+&*0E$&"%&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3I&'%&,0*$*&"%&
M<",<&K08$%+*&8$E)*$&+;&0**)Q$&,)*+;#3&;E&+<$"8&.247&,<"6#8$%1&,;)8+*&8$63&;%&#$+$%+";%&
0*&0&#$E0)6+&M"+<;)+&,;%*"#$8"%9&K;**"/6$&06+$8%0+">$&K60,$Q$%+*I&'%&;+<$8&"%*+0%,$*1&,;)8+*&
#$+0"%&3;)+<&M<;&<0>$&/$$%&*)/($,+$#&+;&0/)*$&0%#&<080**Q$%+&"%&K8";8&K60,$Q$%+*I&a;8&
#S&/;+#B%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)% &"'% 4-(.0)%/&<%3,#$%<-(01% &)%V,510% .,)[)%$1#"% 01#<%1&3#%
.("%&$&<% *.-/%;.,-.%;+&4#/#"0)B% #3#"% ,*% 01#<%V#'% 0-% #)4&;#%LJNOR.#+&0#'%1&.&))/#"06%
'%0#$W)0+$&0,,$**&+;&,;QK$+$%+&,;)%*$6&M<;&Q03&/$&0/6$&+;&0##8$**&+<$*$&"**)$*&E)8+<$8&
$50,$8/0+$*&+<$*$&K8;/6$Q*I
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LGBT youth experience egregious conditions of confinement in detention and 
other secure facilities. 
7<$&3;)+<&0%#&K8;E$**";%06*&"%+$8>"$M$#&E;8&+<"*&8$K;8+&;>$8M<$6Q"%963&098$$#&+<0+&*$R
,)8$&E0,"6"+"$*&08$&K08+",)60863&#0%9$8;)*&0%#&<;*+"6$&K60,$*&E;8&.247&3;)+<I&["+<;)+&0%+"R
#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&K;6","$*&0%#&+80"%"%9&K$8+0"%"%9&+;&.247&3;)+<1&E0,"6"+"$*&08$&;E+$%&)%K8$R
K08$#&+;&K8;>"#$&,;QK$+$%+&0%#&$W)"+0/6$&*$8>",$*&+;&.247&3;)+<I&J*&0&8$*)6+1&*+0EE&0%#&
;+<$8& 3;)+<& 8$9)60863& *)/($,+& .247&3;)+<& +;& *<;,O"%9&K<3*",061& *$5)061& 0%#& $Q;+";%06&
0/)*$&;%&+<$&/0*"*&;E&+<$"8&0,+)06&;8&K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&a0R
,"6"+3&*+0EE&06*;&K)%"*<&0%#&8"#",)6$&3;)+<&/0*$#&;%&+<$"8&0,+)06&;8&K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%R
0&0,-"%-.%5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<6%F&"<%*&4,+,0,#)%,"V,40%&'',0,-"&+%1&./%0-%<-(01)A%;1<),4&+%&"'%
$Q;+";%06&M$66R/$"%9&/3&E0"6"%9& +;&K8;>"#$& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&M"+<&Q$#",0663&%$,$**083&
+80%*"+";%R8$60+$#&Q$#",06&,08$I&

["+<;)+&K8;K$8&+80"%"%9&0%#&K;6","$*1&E0,"6"+3&*+0EE&8$9)60863&Q0O$&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&#$,"*";%*&
.#5&.',"5%01#%4+&)),24&0,-"%&"'%1-(),"5%-*%LJNO%<-(016%]-/#%*&4,+,0,#)%&(0-/&0,4&++<%)#5R
.#5&0#%LJNO%<-(01%-.%;+&4#%01#/%,"%)-+,0&.<%4-"2"#/#"06%Q1#01#.%01#)#%;.&40,4#)%&.#%,/R
K6$Q$%+$#&+;&K8;+$,+&3;)+<&;8&/0*$#&;%&+<$&)%E;)%#$#&E$08&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&M"66&*$5)0663&
K8$3&;%&;+<$8*1&"*;60+"%9&.247&3;)+<&*;6$63&;%&+<$&/0*"*&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%R
#$8&"#$%+"+3&>";60+$*&+<$"8&,;%*+"+)+";%06&8"9<+*&0%#&*$8";)*63&,;QK8;Q"*$*&+<$"8&$Q;+";%06&
M$66R/$"%9I&780%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&E0,$&0%&0##"+";%06&,<066$%9$&/$,0)*$&+<$3&08$&;E+$%&K60,$#&
"%&*$5R*$98$90+$#&E0,"6"+"$*&0,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$51&80+<$8&+<0%&+<$"8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&
a;8&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*1&"%&K08+",)6081&0)+;Q0+",&K60,$Q$%+&"%&/;3*`&E0,"6"+"$*&K60,$*&+<$Q&0+&
98$0+&8"*O&;E&*$5)06&0/)*$&/3&;+<$8&8$*"#$%+*&0%#&E0,"6"+3&*+0EEI&
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Delinquency courts fail to protect the due process rights of LGBT youth,  
particularly the right to effective counsel.
G$E$%*$&,;)%*$6&K603*&0&,8"+",06&8;6$&"%&K8;+$,+"%9&+<$&8"9<+*&;E&3;)+<&0+&$>$83&*+09$&;E&0&
#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$1&E8;Q&+<$&"%"+"06&<$08"%9&+<8;)9<&K;*+R#"*K;*"+";%I&'%&0##"+";%&+;&+<$&M$66R
#;,)Q$%+$#&E0"6)8$*&;E& ()>$%"6$&"%#"9$%+&#$E$%*$&*3*+$Q*&+<0+&0EE$,+&066& ()>$%"6$&8$*K;%R
#$%+*1&0&60,O&;E&.247R*$%*"+">$&0#>;,0,3&#$K8">$*&Q0%3&.247&3;)+<&;E&+<$"8&#)$&K8;,$**&
8"9<+*I&.0,O&;E&$#),0+";%&0/;)+&.247&3;)+<&)%#$8Q"%$*&#$E$%#$8*`&0/"6"+"$*&+;&/)"6#&$ER
E$,+">$&0++;8%$3R,6"$%+&8$60+";%*<"K*I&D;Q$&#$E$%#$8*&066;M&+<$"8&;M%&/"0*$*&0/;)+&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&80+<$8&+<0%&+<$"8&,6"$%+`*&$5K8$**$#&"%+$8$*+*1&+;&9)"#$&+<$"8&
0#>;,0,3I&7<$*$&0,+";%*&>";60+$&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*`&$+<",06&8$*K;%*"/"6"+"$*&+;&+<$"8&,6"$%+*I&
7<$&E0"6)8$&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&8$,$">$&W)06"+3&6$906&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&
+<$"8&,0*$&Q0O$*&+<$Q&>)6%$80/6$&+;&)%,;)%*$6$#&9)"6+3&K6$0*1&)%%$,$**083&#$+$%+";%&0%#&
"%,08,$80+";%1&0%#&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&*$8>",$*&0+&#"*K;*"+";%I&

Core Recommendations

@#);,0#%01#%),5",24&"0%?&..,#.)% 01&0%#S,)0B%#"1&"4,"5%01#%4&;&4,0<%-*% G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%;.-R
E$**";%06*&+;&$%*)8$&E0"8&0%#&$EE$,+">$&#$,"*";%&Q0O"%9&"*&0,<"$>0/6$I&7<$&,;8$&8$,;QQ$%R
'&0,-")%?#+-$%&"'%01#%)0.&0#5,#)% *-.%.#*-./%;.#)#"0#'% ,"% 01#%2"&+%41&;0#.%-*% 01,)% .#;-.0%
08$&#$*"9%$#&+;&9)080%+$$&#)$&K8;,$**&K8;+$,+";%*&0%#&"QK8;>$&;)+,;Q$*&E;8&2??&3;)+<&"%&
#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9*1&"%,6)#"%9&.247&3;)+<I&7;&<$6K&$%*)8$&+<$&8"9<+*&;E&3;)+<&0%#&
Q$$+&+<$"8&8$<0/"6"+0+">$&%$$#*&"%&#$6"%W)$%,3&0%#&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$&,0*$*1&+<$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&
8$,;QQ$%#*&+<$&E;66;M"%9-

cI& =)>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&S"%,6)#"%9&()#9$*1&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*1&K8;*$,)+;8*1&K8;/0R
0,-"%-*24#.)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%)0&**^%/()0%0.#&0%&"'%#")(.#%01&0%-01#.)%0.#&0%&++%LJNO%<-(01%
M"+<&E0"8%$**1&#"9%"+31&0%#&8$*K$,+1& "%,6)#"%9&K8;<"/"+"%9&0%3&0++$QK+*&+;&8"#",)6$&;8&
,<0%9$&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&

AI& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&K8;Q;+$& +<$&M$66R/$"%9&;E& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&/3&
066;M"%9&+<$Q&+;&$5K8$**&+<$"8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+<8;)9<&,<;",$&;E&,6;+<"%91&%0Q$1&<0"8R
*+36$1&0%#&;+<$8&Q$0%*&;E&$5K8$**";%&0%#&/3&$%*)8"%9&+<0+&+<$3&<0>$&0,,$**&+;&0KK8;R
K8"0+$&Q$#",06&,08$&"E&%$,$**083I

gI& =)>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&8$,$">$&+80"%"%9&0%#&8$*;)8,$*&8$908#"%9&+<$&)%"W)$&
*;,"$+061&E0Q"6"061&0%#&#$>$6;KQ$%+06&,<066$%9$*&,;%E8;%+"%9&.247&3;)+<&0%#&+<$&8$6R
$>0%,$&;E&+<$*$&"**)$*&+;&,;)8+&K8;,$$#"%9*I&780"%"%9*&Q)*+&/$&#$*"9%$#&+;&0##8$**&+<$&
);#4,24%;.-*#)),-"&+% .#);-"),?,+,0,#)% -*% 01#% &(',#"4#% H,6#6B% G('5#)B% '#*#")#% &00-."#<)B%
;.-)#4(0-.)B%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%)0&**^6

hI& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&#$>$6;K& "%#">"#)06"X$#1&#$>$6;KQ$%+0663& 0KK8;R
;.,&0#%.#);-")#)%0-%01#%?#1&3,-.%-*%#&41%LJNO%<-(01B%0&,+-.#'%0-%&''.#))%01#%);#4,24%
,"8,)Q*+0%,$*&;E&<"*&;8&<$8&6"E$I&

U6% E++%&5#"4,#)%&"'%-*24#)% ,"3-+3#'%,"%01#% G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%)<)0#/%H,"4+(',"5%4-(.0)B%&)%
$#++%&)%;.-)#4(0-.B%'#*#"'#.B%&"'%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%*&4,+,0,#)^%/()0%'#R
>$6;K1&0#;K+1&0%#&$%E;8,$&K;6","$*&+<0+&$5K6","+63&K8;<"/"+&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&0%#&Q"*+8$0+R
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Q$%+&;E&3;)+<&;%&+<$&/0*"*&;E&0,+)06&;8&K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%R
+"+3&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;,$**1&E8;Q&"%"+"06&088$*+&+<8;)9<&,0*$&,6;*)8$I
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A National Effort to Ensure Fairness, Dignity, and Respect for 
LGBT Youth in the Juvenile Justice System
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Why Read a Report on LGBT Youth in the Juvenile Justice System?
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Juvenile justice professionals are already working with LGBT youth, but they 
don’t always know it.
V>$%&+<;)9<&Q;8$&.247&3;)+<&08$&,;Q"%9&;)+&0+&3;)%9$8&09$*1&+<"*&K;K)60+";%&8$Q0"%*&
6089$63& <"##$%& "%& +<$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$& *3*+$QI&L0%3&K8;E$**";%06*& 08$& )%0M08$& +<0+& +<$&
3;)+<&M"+<&M<;Q&+<$3&M;8O&08$&.2471&$>$%&+<;)9<&$Q$89"%9&8$*$08,<&*<;M*&+<0+&.247&
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Juvenile justice professionals are required to protect the rights of all youth, 
including LGBT youth.
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Without an adequate understanding of the unique experiences of LGBT youth, 
juvenile justice professionals are unable to make sound decisions throughout 
the course of a case.
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The juvenile justice system is not adequately protecting the rights of LGBT 
youth.
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.247& ,;)8+R"%>;6>$#& 3;)+<1& /0*$#& K8"Q08"63& ;%& "%E;8Q0+";%& 90+<$8$#& E8;Q& +<$& 3;)+<&
+<$Q*$6>$*&0%#&+<$&K8;E$**";%06*&M<;&M;8O&M"+<&+<$QI&7<$"8&$5K$8"$%,$*&8$>$06&+<0+&/"0*&
0%#&Q"*)%#$8*+0%#"%9& 0/;)+&.247&3;)+<& 6$0#& +;&#$%"06*& ;E&#)$&K8;,$**& 8"9<+*1& #$>$6R
;KQ$%+0663&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&8$*K;%*$*&+;&3;)+<&/$<0>";81&0%#&"%$EE$,+">$&0%#&<08QE)6&K8;R
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Understanding LGBT Terminology
Sexual orientation refers to a person’s romantic and physical attraction to members of the 
same or different sex. A continuum of sexual orientation exists, from exclusively heterosexual 
(attraction to members of a different sex) to exclusively homosexual (attraction to members 
of the same sex) with degrees of bisexuality (attraction to same-sex or other-sex people) in 
between. 

Gender identity is distinct from sexual orientation and refers to a person’s internal, deeply 
felt sense of being male, female, something other, or in between. Everyone has a gender iden-
tity and for most, it is consistent with their anatomical sex. However, transgender individuals 
have a gender identity that is different from their assigned birth sex. The term also describes 
people whose gender expression does not conform to societal norms, although not all gender 
nonconforming individuals identify as transgender. 

LGBT is an acronym for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender,” often used to refer to 
individuals whose sexual orientation is not heterosexual or whose gender identity is non-
conforming. Some people use the acronym LGBTQ to encompass the categories of “queer” 
and “questioning” as well. Historically used as a derogatory term, queer has been widely 
reclaimed, especially by younger LGBT people, as a positive social and political identity. It is 
sometimes used as an inclusive, or umbrella, term for all LGBT people. Questioning refers 
to the active process in which a person explores her or his own sexual orientation and/or 
gender identity and questions the cultural assumptions that they are heterosexual and/or 
gender conforming. 

In addition, many young people, regardless of their sexual orientation, do not conform to 
gender stereotypes and may dress and behave in ways that society attributes to a different 
gender. These youth are often perceived to be LGBT and face some of the same risks of mal-
treatment as their LGBT peers.
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Endnotes
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+$%+";%&M;8O$8*I&D)8>$3&8$*K;%*$*&M$8$&8$,$">$#&E8;Q&hU&*+0+$*I&

Interviews of Professionals

7<$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&06*;&,;%#),+$#&"%+$8>"$M*&M"+<&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*1&$"+<$8&"%&
K$8*;%&;8&>"0&+$6$K<;%$I2&'%&+;+061&K8;($,+&*+0EE&"%+$8>"$M$#&fU&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*1&
,"4+(',"5%cc%G(3#",+#%'#*#"'#.)B%_Y%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)B%h%G('5#)B%h%;.-)#4(0-.)B%e%'#0#"0,-"%
M;8O$8*1& 0%#&cj&;+<$8*I&7<$&;+<$8& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*& "%,6)#$#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&
,;)%*$6;8*1& K8;980Q& 0#Q"%"*+80+;8*& E;8& ;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*& 0%#& K8;/0+";%& #$K08+R
/#"0)B%;.-5.&/%.#)#&.41#.)B%4-(.0%;#.)-""#+B%&%)0&0()%-**#")#%,"0&[#%-*24#.B%&%4,3,+%.,510)%
&00-."#<B%&"'%&%4-..#40,-"&+%-*24#.6

RURAL 23%

URBAN 54%

SUBURBAN 23%

Description of Service Area by Equity Project  
Survey Respondents 
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Youth Focus Groups and Interviews  
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,)*&98;)K*&0%#&"%+$8>"$M*I&'%E;8Q0+";%&0/;)+&+<$&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1 0%#&
80,$&;E&K08+","K0%+*&"*&K8;>"#$#&"%&+<$&,<08+*&/$6;MI&

Sexual Orientation of Youth Focus Group Participants
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Gender of Youth Focus Group Participants
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#$E$%*$&0++;8%$31&M<"6$&cB&M$8$&)%8$K8$*$%+$#&/3&,;)%*$6&#)8"%9&+<$"8&,0*$I&7M;&3;)+<&#"#&
%;+&"%#",0+$&M<$+<$8&+<$3&<0#&6$906&8$K8$*$%+0+";%I

Youth Experiences with the Juvenile Justice System

Percentage of court involved focus group participants who…

Experienced two or more delinquency cases 74%

!"#$%&$'($)*+,$*-%*.-%$*)$/&'01$'(2*(34$4 26%

Spent time in detention before trial 77%

5$%$*&'(3%($%36$)*&'*4$(1%$*(-'+'$.$'6*376$%*)&4#-4&6&-' 13%

Were unrepresented by counsel during their case 26%
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Correspondence with Professionals

O1#%2"&+% )-(.4#%-*%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%'&0&%$&)%-?0&,"#'% *.-/% G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)%
M<;&,;%+0,+$#&+<$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&+;&0*O&W)$*+";%*&0/;)+&<;M&+;&<0%#6$&"**)$*&08"*"%9&"%&
K08+",)608&,0*$*&"%>;6>"%9&.247&3;)+<&;8&+;&*<08$&+<$"8&;/*$8>0+";%*&0/;)+&+<$&$5K$8"$%,$*&
;E&.247&,;)8+R"%>;6>$#&3;)+<I&

Use of Names and Images in This Report

O-%/&,"0&,"%;&.0,4,;&"0)A%4-"2'#"0,&+,0<B%01,)%.#;-.0%()#)%;)#('-"</)%*-.%&++%<-(01%;&.R
0,4,;&"0)6%>.-*#)),-"&+)%&.#%,'#"0,2#'%?<%-44(;&0,-"%&"'B%,"%)-/#%,")0&"4#)B%5#-5.&;1,4%.#R
9";%1&M"+<&+<$&$5,$K+";%&;E&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&?;QQ"++$$&Q$Q/$8*1&M<;&08$&"#$%+"R
2#'%?<%"&/#%?#4&()#%-*%01#,.%-"5-,"5%+#&'#.)1,;%&"'%#S;#.0,)#%-"%,))(#)%',)4())#'%1#.#,"6

7<"*&8$K;8+&Q0O$*&)*$&;E&6",$%*$#&*+;,O&K<;+;980K<3I&J66&K<;+;980K<3&"*&E;8&"66)*+80+">$&
K)8K;*$*&;%63&0%#&066&K$8*;%*&#$K",+$#&08$&Q;#$6*&$5,$K+&0*&%;+$#&"%&+<$&K<;+;980K<3&
,8$#"+*&;%&K09$&>"""I
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Barriers to Fair and Effective Juvenile Justice Systems

1

@U$"%3&"%&+E$&()/$%"?$&()*+",$&*G*+$B&"*&2C.)+&#"*0$*J$,+KL5

—Kiana, a 16-year-old multiracial male-to-female transgender youth

@'D&G.)&20$&32GH&G.)&E2/$&+.&C$&C$++$0K&A%#&"+`*&2&#.)C?$&IE2BBG&IE$%&G.)&20$&C?2,Y&2%#&&
32G&a"%&+E$&()/$%"?$&()*+",$&*G*+$BbKL6

—Adam, a 14-year-old African-American gay male youth

=)>$%"6$&,;)8+*&M$8$&,8$0+$#&;>$8&0&,$%+)83&09;&/0*$#&;%&+<$&/$6"$E&+<0+&3;)+<&08$&Q;8$&
0Q$%0/6$&+;&+8$0+Q$%+&+<0%&0#)6+*&0%#&+<$8$E;8$&*<;)6#&/$&+8$0+$#&"%&0&*$K080+$&*3*+$Q&
+<0+&K8;>"#$*&8$<0/"6"+0+";%&80+<$8&+<0%&K)%"*<Q$%+Ig&'%&+<$&$0863&cCCB*1&<;M$>$81&6$9"*60R
+;8*& /$90%& ,066"%9& E;8& 98$0+$8& K)%"*<Q$%+& ;E& 3;)%9& ;EE$%#$8*I& D+0+$*& $5K0%#$#& +<$& 6"*+&
;E&%$90+">$&,;%*$W)$%,$*&+<0+&,;)6#&8$*)6+&E8;Q&()>$%"6$&0#()#",0+";%*&0%#&K0**$#&60M*&
Q0O"%9&"+&$0*"$8&+;&K8;*$,)+$&3;)+<&"%&0#)6+&,;)8+Ih&D+0+$*&06*;&0#;K+$#&lX$8;&+;6$80%,$m&0KR
K8;0,<$*&+;&*,<;;6&#"*,"K6"%$1&M<",<&8$*)6+$#&"%&#80Q0+",&"%,8$0*$*&"%&+<$&%)Q/$8&;E&3;)+<&
*)*K$%#$#&0%#&$5K$66$#&E8;Q&*,<;;6&E;8&8$60+">$63&Q"%;8&;EE$%*$*I&

7<$*$&,<0%9$*&,0Q$&;%& +<$&<$$6*&;E&0& *<"E+& "%& E$#$806&K;6",3& +;M08#&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8*& "%&
+<$& cCdB*1&M"+<& 0%& 0Q$%#Q$%+& +;& +<$& =)>$%"6$& =)*+",$& 0%#&G$6"%W)$%,3&N8$>$%+";%&J,+&
+<0+&066;M$#&E;8&+<$&"%,08,$80+";%&;E&0+R8"*O&3;)+<&M<;&>";60+$#&,;)8+&;8#$8*IU&&["+<&+<0+&
0Q$%#Q$%+1&*+0+$*&"%,8$0*"%963&+8$0+$#&0+R8"*O&3;)+<&6"O$&#$6"%W)$%+&3;)+<1&+<;)9<&+<$3&
M$8$&%;+&0,,)*$#&;E&,;QQ"++"%9&0&#$6"%W)$%+&;EE$%*$I&7;#031&06+<;)9<&Q;*+&*+0+$*&8$+0"%&
*+0+)+$*1&M<",<&$5K6","+63&K8;>"#$&+<0+&;%$&K)8K;*$&;E&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&"*&+;&K8;>"#$&+8$0+R
Q$%+&0%#&8$<0/"6"+0+";%1f&()>$%"6$&0#()#",0+";%*&,0%&+8"99$8&%$90+">$&*<;8+R&0%#&6;%9R+$8Q&
4-")#P(#"4#)%*-.%<-(01%01&0%.#V#40%&%)1,*0%&$&<%*.-/%.#1&?,+,0&0,-"%0-$&.'%;(",)1/#"06j&

Broader Systemic Issues Impact the Experiences of LGBT Youth 
in the Juvenile Justice System

J6;%9&M"+<&+<"*&*<"E+&"%&0KK8;0,<&<0*&*)8E0,$#&0&/8;0#&80%9$&;E&*3*+$Q",&"**)$*&E;8&3;)+<&
E0,"%9&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9*I&Y%E;8+)%0+$631&Q0%3&3;)+<&"%>;6>$#&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*R
+",$&*3*+$Q&+;#03&$5K$8"$%,$&#$%"06*&;E&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*Z&;>$863&K)%"+">$&8$*K;%*$*&+;&
Q"%;8&0%#&E0"863& +3K",06&0#;6$*,$%+&/$<0>";8Z& "%0KK8;K8"0+$&#$+$%+";%&0%#& "%,08,$80+";%&
SE8$W)$%+63&"%&*)/*+0%#08#&E0,"6"+"$*TZ&0%&$>$8R98;M"%9&6"*+&;E&,;660+$806&,;%*$W)$%,$*Z&0%#&
.&4,&+B%#01",4B%&"'%)-4,-R#4-"-/,4%',);&.,0,#)6%Q1,+#%01,)%.#;-.0%*-4()#)%-"%01#%);#4,24%41&+R
6$%9$*&E0,"%9&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q1&+<"*&,<0K+$8&0"Q*&+;&*"+)0+$&+<$&$5R
K$8"$%,$*&;E&.247&3;)+<&M"+<"%&+<$&,;%+$5+&;E&+<$*$&/8;0#$8&*3*+$Q",&"**)$*I&L0%3&;E&+<$&
"%()*+",$*&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&$5K$8"$%,$&"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&<0>$&+<$"8&8;;+*&"%&+<$&K8;/6$Q*&
+<0+&0EE$,+&066&3;)+<&"%&+<$&*3*+$QI'
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Youth’s due process rights are subordinated to “best interest” rationales. 
=-.%'#4&'#)%&*0#.%01#<%$#.#%2.)0%4.#&0#'B%G(3#",+#%4-(.0)%1&'%("?.,'+#'%',)4.#0,-"%0-%'#0#.R
Q"%$&+<$&E0+$&;E&3;)+<&0KK$08"%9&/$E;8$&+<$QI&Y%#$8&+<$&J20$%*&J2+0"2$&Sl*+0+$&0*&K08$%+mT&
#;,+8"%$1& +<$& K8$*)QK+";%&M0*& +<0+& ()#9$*&M;)6#& 0,+& "%& +<$& /$*+& "%+$8$*+*& ;E& +<$& ,<"6#1&
Q0O"%9&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*&)%%$,$**083Id&'+&M0*&%;+&)%+"6&cCfj&+<0+&+<$&Y%"+$#&D+0+$*&D)R
K8$Q$&?;)8+&8$,;9%"X$#&+<0+&$>$%&+<$&Q;*+&/$%$>;6$%+&"%+$%+";%*&#;&%;+&()*+"E3&08/"+8083&
K8;,$#)8$*&M<$%&0&3;)+<`*&6"/$8+3&"*&0+&*+0O$I&'%&+<$&60%#Q08O&,0*$&'%&0$&P2)?+H&+<$&?;)8+&
<$6#&+<0+&+<$&G)$&N8;,$**&?60)*$&;E&+<$&Y%"+$#&D+0+$*&?;%*+"+)+";%&K8;>"#$*&3;)+<&"%&#$6"%R
W)$%,3&,0*$*&M"+<&+<$&8"9<+&+;&,;)%*$61&+<$&8"9<+&+;&%;+",$&;E&,<089$*1&+<$&8"9<+&+;&,;%E8;%+&
0%#&,8;**R$50Q"%$&M"+%$**$*1&0%#&+<$&K8">"6$9$&090"%*+&*$6ER"%,8"Q"%0+";%IC&'%&*)/*$W)$%+&
,0*$*1&+<$&?;)8+&E)8+<$8&$5K0%#$#&()>$%"6$*`&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*1&<;6#"%9&+<0+&+<$&l/$3;%#&0&
8$0*;%0/6$&#;)/+m&*+0%#08#&;E&K8;;E&0KK6"$#&"%&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$*cB&0%#&+<0+&()>$%"6$*&M$8$&
K8;+$,+$#&E8;Q&#;)/6$&($;K08#3Icc&7<$&?;)8+&*+;KK$#&*<;8+1&<;M$>$81&;E&980%+"%9&3;)+<&+<$&
8"9<+&+;&0&()83&+8"06IcA&'+&06*;&E;)%#&+<0+&K8$>$%+">$&#$+$%+";%1&"%&M<",<&0&,<"6#&Q03&/$&<$6#&
M"+<;)+& /0"61& #"#&%;+& ;EE$%#& ,;%*+"+)+";%06& 9)080%+$$*I13& 7<$*$& ,0*$*& 0*& 0&M<;6$& ,6$0863&
8$($,+$#&+<$&089)Q$%+&+<0+&+<$&8$<0/"6"+0+">$&9;06*&;E&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&,;)6#&()*+"E3&#$%3"%9&
3;)+<&K8;,$#)806&8"9<+*&"%&,0*$*&"%&M<",<&+<$"8&6"/$8+3]0%#&8$K)+0+";%]M$8$&0+&*+0O$Ich&

L;8$& +<0%&hB&3$08*& 60+$81& +;;&Q0%3&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9*& E066& E08& *<;8+&;E&K8;>"#"%9&
+<$&#)$&K8;,$**&K8;+$,+";%*&8$W)"8$#&/3&P2)?+I15&["+<&0608Q"%9&E8$W)$%,31&"%&Q0%3&,;)8+*&
0,8;**&+<$&,;)%+831&#)$&K8;,$**&9)080%+$$*&+0O$*&0&/0,O&*$0+&+;&K$8,$">$#&l/$*+&"%+$8$*+*Im&
Y%#$863"%9&+<"*&,;QQ;%&K80,+",$&"%&Q0%3&,0*$*&"*&0%&)%8$06"*+",&>"$M&+<0+&3;)+<&08$&/$+R
+$8&;EE&"%&+<$&*3*+$Q&/$,0)*$&+<$3&,0%&0,,$**&*$8>",$*&)%0>0"60/6$&"%&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3I&J*&0&
8$*)6+1&Q0%3&,;)8+8;;Q*&08$&,<080,+$8"X$#&/3&0&60,O&;E&E;8Q06"+31&Q"%"Q06&;8&%;&0#>;,0,3&
/3&3;)+<*`&0++;8%$3*1&0%#&0&#"*8$908#&E;8&K8;+$,+"%9&"%#">"#)06&8"9<+*I&a;8&$50QK6$1&3;)+<&
.-(0,"#+<%$&,3#%01#,.%.,510% 0-%4-(")#+%&"'%-*0#"%;+#&'%5(,+0<%-"%01#,.%2.)0%'&<% ,"%4-(.0B%
M"+<;)+&0%3&Q$0%"%9E)6&)%#$8*+0%#"%9&;E&+<$&8"9<+*&+<$3&08$&9">"%9&)KI16&V>$%&M<$%&+<$&
,;)8+& 0KK;"%+*& ,;)%*$61& 0& 60,O&;E& 8$*;)8,$*1& +80"%"%91& 0%#& *)KK;8+1& 06;%9&M"+<& ,8)*<"%9&
4&)#+-&')B%+,/,0%01#%P(&+,0<%-*%.#;.#)#"0&0,-"%01&0%4-(")#+%4&"%;.-3,'#6%O1#%);#4,24%,/;&40%
;E&+<$*$&/8;O$%&"%#"9$%+&#$E$%*$&*3*+$Q*&;%&.247&3;)+<&"*&#"*,)**$#&"%&?<0K+$8&C1&l408R
8"$8*&+;&i$06;)*&G$E$%*$&J#>;,0,3&E;8&.247&:;)+<1m&;E&+<"*&8$K;8+I

The system has taken an increasingly punitive approach to youth behavior, 
including relatively minor misconduct that is fairly typical of adolescence. 
?)88$%+&0#;6$*,$%+&#$>$6;KQ$%+&8$*$08,<&*)KK;8+*&+<$&E)%#0Q$%+06&K8$Q"*$&;E& ()>$%"6$&
,;)8+*&+<0+&*;,"$+3&*<;)6#&8$*K;%#&+;&3;)+<&,8"Q$&#"EE$8$%+63&+<0%&0#)6+&,8"Q$Z&<;M$>$81&
+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&<0*&+0O$%&0%&"%,8$0*"%963&K)%"+">$&0KK8;0,<&+;&3;)+<&/$<0>";81&
"%,6)#"%9&8$60+">$63&Q"%;8&Q"*,;%#),+&+<0+&"*&E0"863&+3K",06&;E&0#;6$*,$%,$I&?;QK08$#&+;&
0#)6+*1&0#;6$*,$%+*&$5<"/"+&K;;8$8&()#9Q$%+&0%#&08$&Q;8$&"QK)6*">$1&Q;8$&*)*,$K+"/6$&+;&
K$$8&K8$**)8$1&0%#&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&+0O$&8"*O*I&'%&0##"+";%1&Q;*+&3;)+<&l98;M&;)+m&;E&+<$"8&
#$6"%W)$%+&/$<0>";8&0*&+<$3&9$+&;6#$81&$>$%&"E&+<$3&8$,$">$&%;&"%+$8>$%+";%I17&7<$*$&#"EE$8R
$%,$*&08$&98;)%#$#&"%&/";6;9",06&8$06"+"$*Z&0*&/80"%&"Q09"%9&8$*$08,<&8$>$06*1&+<$&08$0*&;E&
+<$&/80"%&8$*K;%*"/6$&E;8&"QK)6*$&,;%+8;6&0%#&#$,"*";%&Q0O"%9&08$&%;+&E)663&#$>$6;K$#&)%R
+"6&M$66&"%+;&0&K$8*;%`*&+M$%+"$*I18&G$*K"+$&+<$&#$>$6;KQ$%+06&8$*$08,<1&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&
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*3*+$Q&<0*&*+$0#"63&*<"E+$#&0M03&E8;Q&8$<0/"6"+0+";%&0%#&+;M08#&K)%"*<Q$%+&"%&+<$&60*+&
E$M&#$,0#$*1&0*&M0*&Q$%+";%$#&$086"$8&"%&+<"*&8$K;8+I19&

In the last 20 years, students have increasingly been referred to delinquency 
courts for minor misconduct that in the past would have been handled  
informally at school.20 
7<$&K0**09$&;E&lX$8;&+;6$80%,$m&60M*&"%&+<$&Q"#RcCCB*&)*<$8$#&"%&0&%$M&$80&;E&9$+R+;)9<&
0KK8;0,<$*&+;&*+)#$%+&Q"*/$<0>";81&M<",<&6$#&+;&"%,8$0*$#&*)*K$%*";%*&0%#&$5K)6*";%*I21&
],"4#%01#"B%)0&0#)%1&3#%4.#&0#'%"#$%'#+,"P(#"0%-**#")#)%?&)#'%-"%)41--+R);#4,24%4-"'(40B%
*),<&0*&#"*8)K+"%9&,60**&;8&+06O"%9&/0,O&+;&+$0,<$8*1&0%#&Q0%3&*,<;;6*&<0>$&K60,$#&60M&$%R
*-.4#/#"0%-*24#.)%-"%4&/;()B%.#)(+0,"5%,"%&%)(.5#%,"%)41--+%&..#)0)%*-.%/,"-.%/,)?#1&3,-.)%
*),<&0*&l#"*+)8/"%9&+<$&K$0,$m&;8&l#"*;8#$863&,;%#),+Im22&7<"*&"%,8$0*$&"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&
.#*#..&+)%'-#)%"-0%.#V#40%&"%,"4.#&)#%,"%)#.,-()%4.,/#%-"%4&/;()B%&"'%)41--+)%.#/&,"%01#%
*0E$*+&K60,$*&E;8&3;)+<I23&L;8$;>$81&+<$&K;6","$*&<0>$&#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$63&"QK0,+$#&*+)#$%+*&
;E&,;6;8&$>$%&+<;)9<&8$*$08,<&*<;M*&+<0+&+<$3&#;&%;+&,;QQ"+&Q;8$&;EE$%*$*1&;8&Q;8$&*$8"R
;)*&;EE$%*$*1&+<0%&+<$"8&K$$8*I24&

H0+<$8&+<0%&+8$0+"%9&+<$*$&%;%R#0%9$8;)*&Q"*/$<0>";8*&"%&+<$&,;)8+*1&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&K8;R
>"#$#&+<$&*$8>",$*&+<$3&%$$#&+;&0##8$**&+<$"8&/$<0>";8*&0+&*,<;;6&0%#&"%&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3I25&
'%& K08+",)6081& *,<;;6& #"*,"K6"%$& K80,+",$*1& *),<& 0*& N;*"+">$& 4$<0>";806& '%+$8>$%+";%*& 0%#&
D)KK;8+*&SN4'DT1&M<",<&+$0,<&0%#&8$"%E;8,$&K;*"+">$&/$<0>";8*&0%#&,80E+&"%#">"#)06"X$#&"%R
+$8>$%+";%*&E;8&K8;/6$Q&/$<0>";81&<0>$&/$$%&*<;M%&+;&"QK8;>$&0++$%#0%,$&0%#&0,0#$Q",&
0,<"$>$Q$%+1&#$,8$0*$&*)*K$%*";%*&0%#&$5K)6*";%*1&8$#),$&*,<;;6&088$*+*1&0%#&8$#),$&E)R
+)8$&#$6"%W)$%,3&0%#&#8)9&)*$I26

."O$&;+<$8&3;)+<1&.247&3;)+<&08$&"QK0,+$#&/3&+<$&+$%#$%,3&+;&,8"Q"%06"X$&Q"%;8&*+)#$%+&
Q"*/$<0>";8I&a;8&+<$Q1&<;M$>$81&+<$&K8;/6$Q&"*&$50,$8/0+$#&/3&+<$&<080**Q$%+&0%#&0/)*$&
+<$3& E0,$& "%& *,<;;6I&?<0K+$8& U1& l'QK0,+&;E&a0Q"63&H$($,+";%&0%#&D,<;;6&!080**Q$%+&;%&
.247&:;)+<&'%>;6>$Q$%+&"%&+<$&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$&D3*+$Q1m&#"*,)**$*&+<$&"%+$8K603&/$+M$$%&
+<$*$&K;6","$*&0%#&+<$&K$8>0*">$63&<;*+"6$&*,<;;6&$%>"8;%Q$%+*&M"+<&M<",<&.247&3;)+<&
Q)*+&,;%+$%#I&

The lines between status offenses and delinquent offenses continue to  
blur, with many youth formally petitioned and incarcerated for noncriminal 
misbehavior.
D+0+)*&;EE$%*$*&08$&%;%,8"Q"%06&/)+&)%#$*"80/6$&/$<0>";8*&/3&0&Q"%;8&+<0+&08$&)%60ME)6&0*&
0&8$*)6+&;E&+<$&Q"%;8`*&09$I&7<$3&"%,6)#$&;EE$%*$*&*),<&0*&)%9;>$8%0/"6"+31&8)%%"%9&0M031&
+8)0%,31&0%#&06,;<;6&K;**$**";%I JKK8;5"Q0+$63&hB&*+0+$*&<0>$&0&*$K080+$&6$9"*60+">$&,0+R
$9;83&E;8&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$*1&06+<;)9<&+<$*$&*+0+$*&#"EE$8&"%&<;M&+<$3&8$*K;%#&+;&+<$*$&/$<0>R
";8*I27&[<$%&6$9"*60+)8$*&*+08+$#&+;&K0**&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8&60M*&"%&+<$&$0863&cCfB*1&+<$*$&60M*&
M$8$&"%+$%#$#&+;&K8;>"#$&K8$>$%+0+">$&Q$0*)8$*&+;&O$$K&0+R8"*O&3;)+<&;)+&;E&+<$&,8"Q"%06&
()*+",$&*3*+$QI28&:$+&"%&+<$&60*+&+M;&#$,0#$*1&+<$&%)Q/$8&;E&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8&,0*$*&E;8Q0663&
K$+"+";%$#&"%&,;)8+&<0*&#;)/6$#129&0%#&"%&ABBh1&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8*&,;QK8"*$#&0KK8;5"Q0+$63&
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cd&K$8,$%+&;E&066& ()>$%"6$&088$*+*I30& '%&0##"+";%1&06+<;)9<&+<$&E$#$806&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$&0%#&
G$6"%W)$%,3&N8$>$%+";%&J,+&Q0%#0+$*&+<0+&*+0+$*&8$,$">"%9&E$#$806&E)%#*&#$"%*+"+)+";%06R
"X$&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8*1&0&6;;K<;6$&+<0+&066;M*&E;8&+<$&"%,08,$80+";%&;E&3;)+<&M<;&>";60+$&>06"#&
,;)8+&;8#$8*&<0*& 8$*)6+$#& "%&Q0%3&3;)+<&/$"%9& 6;,O$#&)K& E;8&%;%,8"Q"%06&;EE$%*$*& +<0+&
K;*$&%;&+<8$0+&+;&K)/6",&*0E$+3I31&

?)88$%+&8$*$08,<&*)99$*+*&+<0+&+<$&/$*+&K80,+",$&E;8&0##8$**"%9&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$*&"*&+;&K8;>"#$&
3;)+<&0%#&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*&M"+<&"QQ$#"0+$&"%+$8>$%+";%*&+<8;)9<&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#&*;,"06&
*$8>",$*&K8;980Q*&80+<$8&+<0%&8$63"%9&;%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*1&3$+&E$M&*+0+$*&<0>$&*),,$**E)663&
0#;K+$#& +<"*& 0KK8;0,<IgA&.247&3;)+<&08$&K08+",)60863&>)6%$80/6$& +;& +<$*$&K8;/6$Q*&/$R
,0)*$& +<$3&;E+$%&$%+$8& +<$& *3*+$Q&;%&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$&,<089$*& *+$QQ"%9& E8;Q&E0,+;8*& 6"O$&
E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&0%#&*,<;;6&<080**Q$%+1&M<",<&08$&#"*,)**$#&"%&?<0K+$8&UI&

The juvenile justice system has become the default system for handling youth 
with histories of trauma, mental health issues, or learning disabilities, even 
though the justice system is ill-equipped to serve these youth.33 
:;)+<&M"+<&Q$%+06&<$06+<&"**)$*1&6$08%"%9&#"*0/"6"+"$*1&0%#&<"*+;8"$*&;E&+80)Q0&#"*K8;K;8R
+";%0+$63&,;QK8"*$&+<$&K;K)60+";%&;E&3;)+<&"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*I34&a;8&Q0%3&;E&+<$*$&3;)+<1&
()>$%"6$& ,;)8+*& "%+$8>$%$&/$,0)*$&;+<$8& ,<"6#R*$8>"%9& *3*+$Q*1& "%,6)#"%9&Q$%+06&<$06+<1&
$#),0+";%1&0%#&,<"6#&M$6E08$&*3*+$Q*1&<0>$&E0"6$#&+;&K8;>"#$&+<$Q&M"+<&+<$&+8$0+Q$%+&;8&
*$8>",$*&+<$3&%$$#I35&J*&0&8$*)6+1&+<$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&<0>$&/$,;Q$&0%&"%$EE$,+">$&l#)QK"%9&
98;)%#m&E;8&6;MR8"*O1&<"9<R%$$#*&3;)+<I36&7<"*&"*&K08+",)60863&+8)$&E;8&9"86*&"%&+<$&*3*+$Q1&
M<;&$5K$8"$%,$&<"9<&80+$*&;E&+80)Q0I37&2"86*&08$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+<0%&/;3*&+;&/$&8$E$88$#&+;&+<$&
()*+",$&*3*+$Q&E;8&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$*I&V>$%&+<;)9<&+<$*$&3;)+<&K;*$&6"++6$&K)/6",&*0E$+3&8"*O1&+<$&
%)Q/$8&;E&9"86*&#$+0"%$#&"%&+<$&60*+&cB&3$08*&<0*&#80Q0+",0663&"%,8$0*$#I38

H0+<$8&+<0%&M08$<;)*"%9&+<$*$&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q1&+<$&0KK8;K8"0+$&K)/6",&
09$%,"$*&*<;)6#&K8;>"#$& +8$0+Q$%+&0%#&*$8>",$*& "%&*$++"%9*& +<0+&,0%&Q;8$&0KK8;K8"0+$63&
Q$$+&+<$"8&%$$#*I&7<$&"QK0,+&;E&O$$K"%9&3;)+<&"%&+<$&#$6"%W)$%,3&*3*+$Q&M<;&M;)6#&8$R
4#,3#%5.#&0#.%?#"#20%*.-/%-01#.%)#.3,4#)B%&"'%1-$%01,)%.#+&0#)%0-%01#%;&.0,4(+&.%?&..,#.)%0-%
Q$$+"%9&+<$&+8$0+Q$%+&%$$#*&;E&.247&3;)+<1&"*&#"*,)**$#&"%&?<0K+$8&f1&l.0,O&;E&D$8>",$*&+;&
L$$+&+<$&F$$#*&;E&.247&:;)+<Im

Youth involved in juvenile courts are increasingly subject to harsh, long-term 
collateral consequences, including sex offender registration. 
O1#%0.&',0,-"&+%4-"2'#"0,&+,0<%;.-0#40,-")%-*%01#%G(3#",+#%G()0,4#%)<)0#/%1&3#%?##"%),5",2R
,0%+63&$8;#$#1&0%#&+<$&,;%*$W)$%,$*&;E&0%&0#()#",0+";%&%;M&8$0,<&E08&/$3;%#&+<$&6"E$&;E&0&
,0*$I&J#()#",0+$#&3;)+<&08$&;E+$%&K8$,6)#$#&E8;Q&K)/6",&<;)*"%91&$5K$66$#&E8;Q&*,<;;61&
0%#&/088$#&E8;Q&Q"6"+083&*$8>",$&0%#&$QK6;3Q$%+&;KK;8+)%"+"$*&0*&0&8$*)6+&;E&+<$"8&3;)+<R
E)6&Q"*+0O$*I39&=)>$%"6$&0#()#",0+";%*&,0%&06*;&/$&)*$#&+;&()*+"E3&#$K;8+0+";%&;E&%;%,"+"X$%&
3;)+<&0%#&$%<0%,$&*$%+$%,$*&"%&0#)6+&,;)8+I40&["+<&+<$&8$,$%+&K0**09$&;E&+<$&E$#$806&J#0Q&
[06*<&J,+1&0#;6$*,$%+*&0*&3;)%9&0*&ch&08$&%;M&*)/($,+&+;&Q0%#0+;83&*$5&;EE$%#$8&8$9"*R
+80+";%1&"%&*;Q$&,0*$*&E;8&+<$&8$*+&;E&+<$"8&6">$*1&E;8&0&80%9$&;E&*$5&;EE$%*$*1&"%,6)#"%9&,;%R
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,0883&0&<$0>3&*+"9Q0&+<0+&6"Q"+*&+<$&3;)+<`*&E)+)8$&6"E$&;KK;8+)%"+"$*&M"+<;)+&8$#),"%9&8$R
,"#">"*Q&;8&"%,8$0*"%9&K)/6",&*0E$+3I42&.247&3;)+<&08$&K08+",)60863&>)6%$80/6$&+;&+<$*$&%$M&
8$W)"8$Q$%+*1&9">$%&+<$&+$%#$%,3&;E&+<$&*3*+$Q&+;&,8"Q"%06"X$&.247&0#;6$*,$%+&*$5)06"+3&
0%#&"#$%+"+31&M<",<&"*&#"*,)**$#&"%&Q;8$&#$+0"6&"%&?<0K+$8&h1&lJ++$QK+*&+;&?<0%9$1&?;%+8;61&
;8&N)%"*<&.247&J#;6$*,$%+&D$5)06&^8"$%+0+";%&0%#&2$%#$8&'#$%+"+3Im

The juvenile justice system over-relies on detention and incarceration, even 
for youth who pose little or no danger to public safety. 
^%&0%3&9">$%&#031&fC1BBB&3;)+<&08$&<$6#&"%&,;88$,+";%06&K60,$Q$%+*1&0%#&Af1BBB&08$&<$6#&"%&
()>$%"6$&#$+$%+";%&,$%+$8*&K8$R+8"06&;8&M<"6$&0M0"+"%9&K60,$Q$%+&0E+$8&0#()#",0+";%I43&7<$&
'#0#"0,-"%&"'% ,"4&.4#.&0,-"%-*%/&"<%-*% 01#)#%<-(01%4&""-0%?#% G()0,2#'%?<%;(?+,4%)&*#0<%
,;%,$8%*I& '%& ABBg1& E;8& $50QK6$1& 6$**& +<0%& 0& W)08+$8& ;E& #$+0"%$#& 0%#& "%,08,$80+$#& 3;)+<&
M$8$&0#()#",0+$#&E;8&>";6$%+&E$6;%"$*1&M<"6$&hU&K$8,$%+&M$8$&6;,O$#&)K&E;8&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$*1&
K8;/0+";%&>";60+";%*1&Q"*#$Q$0%;8*1&;8& 6;MR6$>$6& E$6;%"$*&+<0+&#"#&%;+& "%>;6>$&>";6$%,$1&
M$0K;%*1&;8&#8)9*I44&'%&0##"+";%&+;&+<$&6;**&;E&6"/$8+31&#$+$%+";%&0%#&"%,08,$80+";%&*)/($,+&
3;)+<&+;&+<$&8"*O&;E&*$8";)*&K<3*",06&0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$&M"+<"%&+<$&E0,"6"+"$*I45&7<$&6;%9R+$8Q&
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4-")#P(#"4#)%&.#%&+)-%)#3#.#8%K-(01%$1-%1&3#%?##"%4-"2"#'%&.#%/-.#%+,[#+<%0-%.#4,',3&0#%
0%#&6$**& 6"O$63&+;&,;QK6$+$&<"9<&*,<;;61&;/+0"%&$QK6;3Q$%+1&0%#&*),,$**E)663&+80%*"+";%&
"%+;&0#)6+<;;#I46&

V>"#$%,$&$5"*+*&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&08$&;>$8R8$K8$*$%+$#&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&E;8&0&%)Q/$8&
-*%.#&)-")%(".#+&0#'%0-%01#,.%.,)[%-*%V,510B%+,[#+,1--'%-*%.#-**#"',"5B%-.%'&"5#.%;-)#'%0-%01#%
,;QQ)%"+31&0*&#$*,8"/$#&"%&?<0K+$8&j1&l!08QE)6&0%#&'%0KK8;K8"0+$&Y*$&;E&N8$+8"06&G$+$%R
+";%Im&^%,$&"%&#$+$%+";%&;8&,;88$,+";%06&E0,"6"+"$*1&.247&3;)+<&08$&K08+",)60863&>)6%$80/6$&

+;& )%,;%*+"+)+";%06& ,;%#"+";%*& ;E&
4-"2"#/#"0B%'#)4.,?#'%,"%D1&;0#.%
d1&lY%*0E$&0%#&Y%E0"8&?;%#"+";%*&
-*%D-"2"#/#"0%*-.%LJNO%K-(016a

\&01#.% 01&"% 4-"2","5% <-(01%$1-%
K;*$&6"++6$&;8&%;&K)/6",&*0E$+3&8"*O1&
8$*$08,<&*)KK;8+*&K8;>"#"%9&3;)+<&
M"+<& $>"#$%,$R/0*$#& K8;980Q*& "%&
+<$&,;QQ)%"+31&M<",<&08$&%;+&;%63&
$EE$,+">$1& /)+& 06*;& *0>$& Q;%$3I47&
a;8&+<;*$&3;)+<&M<;&#;&%$$#&0&*$R
,)8$& ;)+R;ER<;Q$& K60,$Q$%+1& +<$&
lL"**;)8"&Q;#$61m&M<",<&8$6"$*&;%&
*Q066$8&8$9";%06&E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&K8;R
>"#$& +8$0+Q$%+& E;,)*$#& ;%& K;*"R
+">$&3;)+<&#$>$6;KQ$%+1&<0*&/$$%&
*<;M%&+;&/$&0&Q;8$&*),,$**E)6&0%#&
,;*+R$EE$,+">$& 06+$8%0+">$& +<0%& +<$&
+80#"+";%06&"%,08,$80+";%&Q;#$6I48&

Racial and socio-economic disparities plague the justice system.
'+& "*& M$66& #;,)Q$%+$#& +<0+& 3;)+<& ;E& ,;6;8& %0+";%M"#$1& K08+",)60863& JE8",0%RJQ$8",0%&
3;)+<1&08$&;>$8R8$K8$*$%+$#&0+&$>$83&*+09$&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&K8;,$**I49&4$9"%%"%9&0+&+<$&
088$*+&#$,"*";%1&+<$*$&80,"06&0%#&$+<%",&#"*K08"+"$*&"%+$%*"E3&0*&3;)+<&E)8+<$8&K$%$+80+$&+<$&
*3*+$QI50&a;8&$50QK6$1&"%&+<$&+M;R3$08&K$8";#&/$+M$$%&ABBA&0%#&ABBh1&JE8",0%&JQ$8",0%*&
,;QK8"*$#&cf&K$8,$%+&;E&+<$&9$%$806&3;)+<&K;K)60+";%&%0+";%06631&/)+&Ad&K$8,$%+&;E&()>$%"6$&
088$*+*1&gB&K$8,$%+&;E&,;)8+&8$E$8806*1&gj&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%1&gh&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&
K8;,$**$#&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*1&gB&K$8,$%+&;E&0#()#",0+$#&3;)+<1&gU&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&()R
#","0663&M0">$#&+;&0#)6+&,;)8+1&gd&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&K60,$#&;)+&;E&<;Q$1&0%#&Ud&K$8,$%+&;E&
3;)+<&"%,08,$80+$#&"%&0#)6+&K8"*;%*I51&D+)#"$*&<0>$&*<;M%&+<0+&+<$*$&#"*K08"+"$*&08$&%;+&0+R
+8"/)+0/6$&+;&<"9<$8&80+$*&;E&;EE$%#"%9&0Q;%9&3;)+<&;E&,;6;8I52%W"%*&40B%-"#%9*24#%-*%I(3#",+#%
=)*+",$&0%#&G$6"%W)$%,3&N8$>$%+";%&S^==GNT&*+)#3&E;)%#&+<0+&M<"+$&3;)+<&8$K;8+&*$66"%9&
#8)9*&0+&E"3E$0&80+$*&+<0%&JE8",0%RJQ$8",0%&3;)+<1&$>$%&+<;)9<&+<$3&08$&;%63&<06E&0*&6"O$63&
+;&/$&088$*+$#&E;8&#8)9&;EE$%*$*I53&



29

D"Q"608631&6;MR"%,;Q$&3;)+<&08$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&$%+$8&+<$&*3*+$Q&0%#&8$,$">$&+<$&Q;*+&*$R
>$8$&#"*K;*"+";%*IUh&E5&,"B%01#)#%',);&.,0,#)%/-.#%+,[#+<%.#V#40%',**#.#"4#)%,"%;-+,4,"5%;.&4R
+",$*&0%#&*3*+$Q",&8$*K;%*$*&+;&/$<0>";8&80+<$8&+<0%&#"EE$8$%+&;EE$%*$&80+$*I&J*&;%$&,;QR
Q$%+0+;8&%;+$#-&l'+&"*&+<$&K;;8&O"#&"%&+8;)/6$&S$*K$,"0663&"E&<$&"*&/60,OT&M<;&"*&6"O$63&+;&$%#&
)K&"%&(0"6&0%#&+<$&8",<&O"#&"%&+8;)/6$&M<;&"*&6"O$63&+;&$%#&)K&"%&/;08#"%9&*,<;;61&0&K8">0+$&
#8)9&K8;980Q1&;8&0&Q$%+06&<$06+<&E0,"6"+3ImUU&

Building Momentum for Juvenile Justice Reform

7<;)9<&*$8";)*1&+<$&K8;/6$Q*&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&08$&%;+&"%+80,+0/6$I&J,8;**&+<$&
,;)%+831&Q;Q$%+)Q&<0*&/$$%&/)"6#"%9&+;&*)/*+"+)+$&E0"6$#&K;6","$*&M"+<&E0"81&$EE$,+">$1&0%#&
4-)0R#*24,#"0%;.&40,4#)%5.-("'#'%,"%.#)#&.41%&?-(0%,"0#.3#"0,-")%01&0%;.-'(4#%;-),0,3#%-(0R
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Professionals’ Responsibility to Treat Youth in  
Juvenile Courts Fairly

J66& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$& K8;E$**";%06*& <0>$& 0& 8;6$& "%& $%*)8"%9& +<0+& ,;)8+R"%>;6>$#&3;)+<& 08$&
+8$0+$#&E0"863I&N80,+",$&*+0%#08#*&0%#&$+<",06&9)"#$6"%$*1&0*&M$66&0*&>08";)*&*+0+$&*+0+)+$*1&
,;)8+&8)6$*1&0%#&,0*$&60M1&$%)Q$80+$&+<$&8$*K;%*"/"6"+"$*&+<0+&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&
;M$&+;&.247&3;)+<&0%#&%;%R.247&3;)+<&06"O$I&

Judges: Ensuring Fair and Impartial Courts

l'&+0G&+.&B2Y$&"+&J?2"%&+.&$/$0G.%$&"%&BG&,.)0+&+E2+&
$/$0G.%$&IE.&$%+$0*&"*&+.&C$&+0$2+$#&I"+E&0$*J$,+Kmc&

—a juvenile court judge

=)>$%"6$&,;)8+&()#9$*&K603&0&,8"+",06&8;6$&"%&$%*)8"%9&0&E0"8&0%#&"QK08+"06&,;)8+&K8;,$**I&7<$&
F0+";%06&?;)%,"6&E;8&=)>$%"6$&0%#&a0Q"63&?;)8+&=)#9$*&SF?=a?=T1&+<$&6089$*+&K8;E$**";%06&
;890%"X0+";%&;E&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&()#9$*1&8$W)"8$*&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&()#9$*&+;-&

!&&V%*)8$&+<$&()>$%"6$&#$6"%W)$%,3&,;)8+*&08$&K60,$*&lM<$8$&066&I&I&I&K08+","K0%+*&08$&
+8$0+$#&M"+<&8$*K$,+1&#"9%"+31&0%#&,;)8+$*3mZA&

!&&G$>$6;K&0%#&$%E;8,$&l*+8",+&,;)8+8;;Q&#$,;8)Q&0%#&/$<0>";806&$5K$,+0+";%*&E;8&066&
K08+","K0%+*mZg

!&&V%*)8$&066&3;)+<&M<;&0KK$08&/$E;8$&+<$Q&8$,$">$&+<$&6$906&0%#&,;%*+"+)+";%06&8"9<+*&
+;&M<",<&+<$3&08$&$%+"+6$#&0+&$>$83&*+09$&;E&,;)8+&"%>;6>$Q$%+Zh&0%#

!&&N8;>"#$&066&3;)+<&M"+<&0,,$**&+;&,;)%*$6&M<;&08$&0#$W)0+$63&+80"%$#&0%#&,)6+)80663&
,;QK$+$%+IU&

],/,+&.+<B%#&41%)0&0#A)%4-'#%-*%G(',4,&+%4-"'(40%H-.%`G(',4,&+%4&"-")a^B%$1,41%'#2"#%G('5#)A%
8$*K;%*"/"6"+"$*1&8$W)"8$&()#9$*&+;&/$&)%/"0*$#1&E0"81&"QK08+"061&0%#&;/($,+">$&0%#&+;&$%*)8$&
+<$"8&,;)8+8;;Q*&08$&E8$$&E8;Q&/"0*1&K8$()#",$1&0%#&<080**Q$%+&090"%*+&066&3;)+<&M<;&0KR
K$08&/$E;8$&+<$QIf&[<"6$&+<$*$&9$%$806&K8;<"/"+";%*&,$8+0"%63&0KK63&+;&.247&3;)+<&0*&M$661&
)#3#.&+% G(',4,&+% 4&"-")%);#4,24&++<%;.-1,?,0%?,&)%&5&,")0%LJNO% ,"',3,'(&+)6%=-.%#S&/;+#B%
+<$&JQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%`*&L;#$6&?;#$&;E&=)#","06&?;%#),+1&M<",<&Q0%3&*+0+$*&<0>$&
&'-;0#'B%);#4,2#)%01&0%G('5#)%)1&++%"-0%`?<%$-.')%-.%4-"'(40%/&",*#)0%?,&)%-.%;.#G(',4#B%
;8&$%909$&"%&<080**Q$%+1&"%,6)#"%9&/)+&%;+&6"Q"+$#&+;&/"0*1&K8$()#",$1&;8&<080**Q$%+&/0*$#&
)K;%&80,$1&*$51&G,:7,)1& 8$6"9";%1&%0+";%06&;8"9"%1&$+<%","+31&#"*0/"6"+31&09$1&>,Q#/9'*)$,:%/K
%$*:B%/&.,0&+%)0&0()B%)-4,-#4-"-/,4%)0&0()B%-.%;-+,0,4&+%&*2+,&0,-"B%&"'%)1&++%"-0%;#./,0%4-(.0%
)0&**B%4-(.0%-*24,&+)B%-.%-01#.)%)(?G#40%0-%01#%G('5#A)%',.#40,-"%&"'%4-"0.-+%0-%'-%)-6aj&Y%#$8&
+<$&?;#$1&()#9$*&06*;&Q)*+&l8$W)"8$&60M3$8*&"%&K8;,$$#"%9*&/$E;8$&+<$&,;)8+&+;&8$E80"%&E8;Q&
Q0%"E$*+"%9&o*),<p&/"0*&;8&K8$()#",$1&;8&$%909"%9&"%&<080**Q$%+&I&I&I&090"%*+&K08+"$*1&M"+%$**R
$*1&60M3$8*1&;8&;+<$8*Imd&7<"8+3R*"5&*+0+$*&0%#&+<$&G"*+8",+&;E&?;6)Q/"0&<0>$&0#;K+$#&()#","06&
,0%;%*&M"+<&*"Q"608&$5K6","+&K8;<"/"+";%*&;%&/"0*&/0*$#&;%&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8IC&'%&
0##"+";%1&*;Q$&,;)8+*&<0>$&0#;K+$#&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&K;6","$*I&'%&F$M&=$8*$31&E;8&"%*+0%,$1&
+<$&*+0+$& ()#","083&$5K6","+63&K8;<"/"+*&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&"%&0%3&E;8Q&090"%*+&$QK6;3$$*&0%#&
,;)8+&)*$8*&/0*$#&;%&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;8&$5K8$**";%&0%#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%IcB

2



36

H
I
D

D
E

N
 
I
N

J
U

S
T

I
C

E

Defenders: Protecting the Constitutional Rights of Their Clients

J66&3;)+<&"%&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$*&<0>$&0&,;%*+"+)+";%06&8"9<+&+;&,;)%*$6&M<;&M"66&X$06;)*63&
#$E$%#& +<$Q&0%#&K8;+$,+& +<$"8&#)$RK8;,$**& 8"9<+*Icc& =)>$%"6$&#$E$%*$& 0++;8%$3*&<0>$&0&
#)+3&+;-

!&&!;6#&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&
0,,;)%+0/6$&+;&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&0%#&
0#>;,0+$&E;8&+<$"8&E0"8&0%#&8$R
*K$,+E)6&+8$0+Q$%+ZcA

!&&J#>;,0+$&E;8&+<$"8&,6"$%+*`&$5R
K8$**$#&"%+$8$*+*]%;+&M<0+&
+<$&0++;8%$3&/$6"$>$*&"*&"%&+<$"8&
,6"$%+*`&l/$*+&"%+$8$*+*m]0%#&
K8;>"#$&,;QK$+$%+&0%#&#"6"9$%+&
8$K8$*$%+0+";%Zcg

!&&&N8;>"#$&>"9;8;)*&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&
0+&$>$83&*+09$&;E&()>$%"6$&#$6"%R
W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9*Zch&0%#

!&&V%*)8$&+<0+&0#>;,0,3&;%&/$<06E&
;E&.247&,6"$%+*&0##8$**$*&+<$"8&
%$$#*IcU

Prosecutors: Pursuing Fair and Just Prosecution

7<$&K8"Q083&#)+3&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&K8;*$,)+;8&"*&+;&*$$O&()*+",$&/3&E)663&0%#&E0"+<E)663&8$K8$R
*$%+"%9&+<$&"%+$8$*+&;E&+<$&*+0+$&lM"+<;)+&6;*"%9&*"9<+&;E&+<$&K<"6;*;K<3&0%#&K)8K;*$&;E&+<$&
o()>$%"6$p&,;)8+Im16&."O$&;+<$8&Q$Q/$8*&;E&()>$%"6$&#$6"%W)$%,3&,;)8+*1&()>$%"6$&K8;*$,)R
+;8*&08$&8$W)"8$#&+;&+0O$&*+$K*&"%&,0883"%9&;)+&+<$"8&M;8O&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&
*3*+$Q&+8$0+*&066&3;)+<&E0"863&0%#&M"+<;)+&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%Icj&7<"*&Q$0%*&+<0+&()>$%"6$&K8;*R
$,)+;8*&<0>$&0&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;-

!&&G"*,<089$&+<$"8&#)+"$*&M"+<&E0"8%$**&+;&066&,;%*+"+)$%+*Zcd&
!&&V%*)8$&+<0+&#"*,8$+";%083&#$,"*";%*1&*),<&0*&M<$+<$8&+;&E"6$&0&K$+"+";%1&+80%*E$8&0&,0*$&
+;&0#)6+&,;)8+1&;8&;EE$8&0&K6$0&#$061&08$&%;+&"%0KK8;K8"0+$63&"%E6)$%,$#&/3&80,$&;8&0%3&
;+<$8&"QK$8Q"**"/6$&E0,+;8*ZcC&0%#&

!&&?;%*"#$8&+<$&l*K$,"06&"%+$8$*+*&0%#&%$$#*&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&+;&+<$&$5+$%+&+<0+&+<$3&,0%&
#;&*;&M"+<;)+&,;QK8;Q"*"%9&o+<$&*0E$+3&0%#&M$6E08$&;E&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3pImAB&
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Probation: Ensuring Fair Case Processing and  
Provision of Treatment

@W.)&E2/$&+E$&0"3E+&+.&C$&*2D$&2%#&+.&C$&+0$2+$#&D2"0?GH&0$320#?$**&.D&G.)0&02,$H&0$?"3".%H&
%2+".%2?&.0"3"%&lIE2+&,.)%+0G&G.)&.0&G.)0&D2B"?G&,2B$&D0.BmH&#"*2C"?"+GH&*$4&lB2?$H&D$B2?$H&

+02%*3$%#$0m&.0&*$4)2?&.0"$%+2+".%&l*+02"3E+H&32GH&?$*C"2%H&.0&C"*$4)2?mKLAc

—Los Angeles County Probation Department’s handbook for youth

lJK=&(8)A,!1)*&)/9?"8L&-%"0&!)&!@1*M&H&N,%&<)N"8&!@,*&"I"8=A)0=&O-%!&A"?,-%"&H&N,%&,&
<"%A1,*P&P&P&P&H&N,*!&J(8)A,!1)*&)/9?"8%L&!)&-*0"8%!,*0&N"&,8"&!@"&%,#"Q&&

I$&20$&%.+&#"DD$0$%+&D0.B&2%GC.#G&$?*$ImAA&
—Yvonne, a 15-year-old Latina lesbian youth

&=)>$%"6$&K8;/0+";%&#$K08+Q$%+*&K603&0&>"+06&8;6$&"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&K8;,$$#"%9*&/3&E0,"6"+0+R
"%9& 8$E$8806& +;& +8$0+Q$%+& *$8>",$*& +<0+&Q$$+& +<$&)%"W)$&%$$#*&;E& "%#">"#)06& 0#()#",0+$#&
3;)+<I& =)>$%"6$&K8;/0+";%&#$K08+Q$%+*&<0>$&0&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3& +;&+0O$&*+$K*&+;&$%*)8$&E0"8&
,0*$&K8;,$**"%9&0%#&+8$0+Q$%+&E;8&3;)+<&;E&,;6;8&0%#&;+<$8&Q"%;8"+"$*IAg&DK$,"E",06631& +<$&
JQ$8",0%&?;88$,+";%06&J**;,"0+";%`*&?;#$&;E&V+<",*&8$W)"8$*&K8;/0+";%&;EE",$8*&+;-

!&H$*K$,+&0%#&K8;+$,+&+<$&,">"6&0%#&6$906&8"9<+*&;E&066&K8;/0+";%&3;)+<Z&
!&&H$E80"%&E8;Q&#"*,8"Q"%0+"%9&090"%*+&0%3&"%#">"#)06&/$,0)*$&;E&80,$1&9$%#$81&,8$$#1&
%0+";%06&;8"9"%1&8$6"9";)*&0EE"6"0+";%1&09$1&#"*0/"6"+31&;8&0%3&;+<$8&+3K$&;E&K8;<"/"+$#&
#"*,8"Q"%0+";%Z&0%#

!&&H$*K$,+1&K8;Q;+$1&0%#&,;%+8"/)+$&+;&0&M;8OK60,$&+<0+&"*&*0E$1&<$06+<31&0%#&E8$$&;E&
<080**Q$%+&"%&0%3&E;8QIAh

2
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Detention: Ensuring Safe and Nondiscriminatory  
Treatment in Facilities

=)>$%"6$&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&08$&8$W)"8$#&+;&K8;>"#$&0#$W)0+$&%)+8"+";%1&<$06+<&,08$1&,6;+<R
"%91&*<$6+$81&0%#&$#),0+";%&+;&066&3;)+<&#$+0"%$#&"%&+<$"8&K<3*",06&,)*+;#3&K$%#"%9&0#()#"R
,0+";%&;8&0M0"+"%9&K60,$Q$%+I25&'%&K8;>"#"%9&+<$*$&/0*",&%$$#*1&#$+$%+";%&M;8O$8*&<0>$&0&
6$906&0%#&$+<",06&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&$%*)8$&*0E$+3&0%#&E0"8&+8$0+Q$%+&E;8&066&3;)+<126&"%,6)#"%9&
K8;+$,+"%9&066&3;)+<&"%&+<$"8&,08$&E8;Q&K<3*",061&*$5)061&0%#&$Q;+";%06&<08Q&0+&+<$&<0%#*&;E&
;+<$8&3;)+<&;8&E0,"6"+3&*+0EEI&7<$&F0+";%06&=)>$%"6$&G$+$%+";%&J**;,"0+";%&SF=GJT&K8;>"#$*&
+<0+&#$+$%+";%&M;8O$8*&Q)*+-&

!&F;+&+;6$80+$&l#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&I&I&I&;8&0%3&E;8Q&;E&,<"6#&0/)*$mZAj
!&&H$E)*$&+;&8$Q0"%&*"6$%+&M<$%&3;)+<*`&8"9<+*&08$&>";60+$#&0%#&l*K$0O&;%&/$<06E&;E&+<$&
0EE$,+$#&3;)+<*mZAd&0%#

!&&H$*K;%#&"%&0&+"Q$63&0%#&0KK8;K8"0+$&Q0%%$8&+;&066&<080**Q$%+&0%#&0/)*$&"%&;8#$8&+;&
066$>"0+$&,;%#"+";%*&+<0+&,;)6#&,0)*$&<08QIAC
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Endnotes

c3'' '''J%;%3Q;)*&()>$%"6$&()#9$&,;QQ$%+1&D)8>$3&E;8&=)#9$*-&.$*/"0%1&2031&4"*$5)06&0%#&
780%*9$%#$8&:;)+<&"%&=)>$%"6$&G$6"%W)$%,3&?;)8+*1&;%6"%$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&*)8>$3I&

AI& &&&F0+";%06&?;)%*$6&;E&=)>$%"6$&0%#&a0Q"63&?;)8+&=)#9$*1&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&
P)"#$?"%$*Q&'BJ0./"%3&-.)0+&102,+",$&"%&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&-2*$*H&cAg&SABBUT&
o<$8$"%0E+$8&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*pI&

gI& &'#K&&
hI& &'#K&0+&gAI
UI& &'#K&0+&AU1&AdI
fI& &&M$$H&$I9I1&J60/0Q0&=)#","06&'%W)"83&?;QQ"**";%1&A?2C2B2&-2%.%*&.D&N)#","2?&f+E",*H&

D&"-"%f%HcYYh^%H0,0+#'B%`E%G('5#%)1-(+'%;#.*-./%01#%'(0,#)%-*%1,)%-*24#%,/;&.0,&++<%
0%#&#"6"9$%+63ImTI

jI& &&JQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%1&AUA&c.#$?&-.#$&.D&N)#","2?&-.%#),+1&H)6$&AIgS4T&SABBjT&
S$QK<0*"*&0##$#TI

dI& &'#K&0+&H)6$&AIg&S?TI&
CI& &&7<$&+<"8+3R*"5&*+0+$*&M"+<&()#","06&,0%;%*&+<0+&"%,6)#$&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&08$-&J60*O01&

J8"X;%01&?06"E;8%"01&?;6;80#;1&G$60M08$1&a6;8"#01&2$;89"01&!0M0""1&'%#"0%01&\0%*0*1&
\$%+),O31&L0"%$1&L08360%#1&L0**0,<)*$++*1&L"%%$*;+01&L"**"**"KK"1&L"**;)8"1&
L;%+0%01&F$/80*O01&F$>0#01&F$M&!0QK*<"8$1&F$M&=$8*$31&F$M1&L$5",;1&F$M&:;8O1&
F;8+<&G0O;+01&^<";1&^O60<;Q01&H<;#$&'*60%#1&7$%%$**$$1&7$50*1&Y+0<1&b$8Q;%+1&
b"89"%"01&[$*+&b"89"%"01&["*,;%*"%1&0%#&[3;Q"%9I&7<$&E;)8+$$%&*+0+$*&M"+<&()#","06&
,0%;%*&+<0+&#;&%;+&"%,6)#$&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&08$-&J60/0Q01&J8O0%*0*1&?;%%$,+",)+1&
'#0<;1&'66"%;"*1&';M01&.;)"*"0%01&L",<"90%1&F;8+<&?08;6"%01&^8$9;%1&N$%%*36>0%"01&
D;)+<&?08;6"%01&D;)+<&G0O;+01&0%#&[0*<"%9+;%I

cBI& &&N<"6"K&DI&?08,<Q0%1&=)#","083&;E&+<$&D+0+$&;E&F$M&=$8*$31&N;6",3&D+0+$Q$%+&;%&VW)06&
d/;+-</#"0%9;;-.0(",0<B%E*2./&0,3#%E40,-"%&"'%E"0,R@,)4.,/,"&0,-"%HcYYk^B%2/2"?i
2C?$&2+&<++K-PPMMMI()#","083I*+0+$I%(I)*P$$;P^,+;/$8BdN;6",3D+0+$Q$%+IK#E&Sl7<$&
=)#","083&8$*K$,+*&+<$&"%#">"#)06&<)Q0%"+3&0%#&M;8+<&;E&$0,<&K$8*;%&M<;&,;Q$*&
"%&,;%+0,+&M"+<&+<$&,;)8+*I&G"*,8"Q"%0+";%&"%&0%3&E;8Q&/0*$#&;%&0&K$8*;%`*&9$%#$8&
"#$%+"+3&;8&$5K8$**";%&"*&K8;<"/"+$#&I&I&I&7<$&=)#","083&"*&,;QQ"++$#&+;&+8$0+"%9&066&
$QK6;3$$*&0%#&,;)8+&)*$8*&$W)06631&M"+<&#"9%"+3&0%#&8$*K$,+I&G"*,8"Q"%0+";%&"%&0%3&
E;8Q&090"%*+&0%&"%#">"#)06&;%&0,,;)%+&;E&<"*&;8&<$8&0EE$,+";%06&;8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&
"*&K8;<"/"+$#ImTI

ccI& &&&M$$&3$%$02??G&'%&0$&P2)?+1&gdj&YIDI&c1&gfRgj&ScCfjT&S8$W)"8"%9&,;)%*$6&E;8&()>$%"6$*&+;&
0**"*+&M"+<&K8;/6$Q*&;E&60M1&+;&Q0O$&*O"66$#&"%W)"83&"%+;&+<$&E0,+*1&+;&"%*"*+&)K;%&
8$9)608"+3&;E&+<$&K8;,$$#"%9*1&0%#&+;&0*,$8+0"%&M<$+<$8&<$&<0*&0&#$E$%*$&0%#&+;&
K8$K08$&0%#&*)/Q"+&"+TZ&F0+";%06&=)>$%"6$&G$E$%#$8&?$%+$8&q&F0+";%06&.$906&J"#&
0%#&G$E$%#$8&J**;,"0+";%1&V$%&-.0$&10"%,"J?$*&D.0&10./"#"%3&[)2?"+G&O$?"%F)$%,G&
S$J0$*$%+2+".%&VE0.)3E&1)C?",&O$D$%*$&O$?"/$0G&MG*+$B*&c&SABBdT&o<$8$"%0E+$8&V$%&-.0$&
10"%,"J?$*pZ&G0%"$6&=I&a8$$#&q&7"Q;+<3&NI&7$88$661&'%*+"+)+$&;E&=)#","06&J#Q"%"*+80+";%R
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JQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%&=;"%+&?;QQ"**";%&;%&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$&D+0%#08#*1&N)/$%"?$&
N)*+",$&M+2%#20#*&S$?2+"%3&+.&'%+$0"B&M+2+)*Q&VE$&S$?$2*$H&-.%+0.?H&2%#&O$+$%+".%&
.D&A,,)*$#&N)/$%"?$&]DD$%#$0*&U$+I$$%&A00$*+&2%#&O"*J.*"+".%H&ccC&ScCCfTZ&N)/$%"?$&
O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*1&*)J02&%;+$&A1&0+&cAAI

cAI& &&V$%&-.0$&10"%,"J?$*1&*)J02&%;+$&cc1&0+&gZ&F?=a?=&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*1&*)J02&
%;+$&A1&0+&AUI&

cgI& &&JQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%&?$%+$8&E;8&N8;E$**";%06&H$*K;%*"/"6"+31&c.#$?&S)?$*&.D&10.i
D$**".%2?&-.%#),+1&H)6$*&cIcR&cIg&SABBCTZ&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*1&*)J02&%;+$&A1&0+&
gB1&cAAI

chI& &&V$%&-.0$&10"%,"J?$*1&*)J02&%;+$&cc1&0+&c1&gZ&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*H&*)J02&%;+$&A1&
0+&gBRgcI

cUI& &&V$%&-.0$&10"%,"J?$*1&*)J02&%;+$&cc1&0+&cI
cfI& &&=0Q$*&NI&L0%0O1&'%*+"+)+$&;E&=)#","06&J#Q"%"*+80+";%RJQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%&

=;"%+&?;QQ"**";%&;%&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$&D+0%#08#*1&N)/$%"?$&N)*+",$&M+2%#20#*&S$?2+"%3&+.&
A#()#",2+".%H&&Afg&ScCCfTI

cjI& &'#K
cdI& &&F0+";%06&G"*+8",+&J++;8%$3*&J**;,"0+";%1&X2+".%2?&10.*$,)+".%&M+2%#20#*1&cc&SA%#&$#I&

cCCcT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PPMMMI%#00I;89PK#EP%#00e%0+6eK8;*$,)+";%e*+0%#08#*eAI
K#E&o<$8$"%0E+$8&X2+".%2?&10.*$,)+".%&M+2%#20#*pI

cCI& &&F0+";%06&G"*+8",+&J++;8%$3*&J**;,"0+";%1&S$*.)0,$&c2%)2?&2%#&1.?",G&1.*"+".%*&.%&N)/$i
%"?$&-0"B$&'**)$*1&dRC&SABBAT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PPMMMI%#00I;89PK#EP%#00e8$*;)8,$e
Q0%)06e((e,8"Q$e"**)$*eABBAIK#EI

ABI& &&X2+".%2?&10.*$,)+".%&M+2%#20#*H&*)J02&%;+$&cd1&0+&AUBI
AcI& &&&.;*&J%9$6$*&?;)%+3&N8;/0+";%&G$K08+Q$%+1&W.)0&!2%#C..Y&.D&S)?$*&2%#&S"3E+*&h&

SABBdT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PPK8;/0+";%I,;I60I,0I)*P808IK#EI
AAI& &&&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&:>;%%$1&0&cUR3$08R;6#&.0+"%01&6$*/"0%&3;)+<&SL03&h1&

ABBdTI&
AgI& &&F0+";%06&?$%+$8&E;8&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$1&O$*Y+.J&P)"#$&+.&P..#&N)/$%"?$&10.C2+".%&102,+",$H&

S$/"*$#B%__U%HJ.,*2"%i%O-.?#0B%#')6B%cYYc^6
AhI& &&JQ$8",0%&?;88$,+";%06&J**;,"0+";%1&-.#$&.D&f+E",*&ScCChT1&

<++K-PPMMMI0,0I;89PK0*+K8$*$%+E)+)8$P$+<",*I0*KI&
AUI& &&&W.)%3C$03&/K&S.B$.1&hUj&YIDI&gBj1&gcU&ScCdATI
AfI& &&AKcK&/K&T)_$0%$&-.)%+G&N)/$%"?$&O$+$%+".%&-$%+$01&gjA&aIg#&UjA1&Udg1&UdU&Sg8#&?"8I&

ABBhT&S,;%,6)#"%9&+<0+&0&60,O&;E&K;6","$*&+;&0##8$**&+<$&*0E$+3&0%#&Q$%+06&0%#&
K<3*",06&<$06+<&%$$#*&;E&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&,;)6#&6$0#&+;&,;%*+"+)+";%06&
>";60+";%*TZ&SKPK&/K&^.??$0B%e_U%=6%](;;6%c'%__cXB%__Ug%H@6%b&$6%cYYh^%H2"',"5%*&4,+,0<%
>";60+$#&.247&K60"%+"EE*`&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*&/3&066;M"%9&K$8>0*">$&>$8/061&K<3*",061&
0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$&K$8*"*+TZ&A?$42%#$0&MK&/K&U.G#H&djf&aID)KKI&jjg1&jdj&SGIDI?I&cCCUT&
S*+0+"%9&+<0+&()>$%"6$*&K;**$**&0&,6$0863&8$,;9%"X$#&6"/$8+3&"%+$8$*+&"%&/$"%9&E8$$&E8;Q&

http://www.aca.org/pastpresentfuture/ethics.asp
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/ndaa_natl_prosecution_standards_2.pdf
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/ndaa_natl_prosecution_standards_2.pdf
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/ndaa_resource_manual_jj_crime_issues_2002.pdf
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/ndaa_resource_manual_jj_crime_issues_2002.pdf
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)%8$0*;%0/6$&+<8$0+*&+;&+<$"8&K<3*",06&*0E$+3T1&,/98#"0&1*&(,8!&,*0&8"I"8%"0&1*&(,8!&)*&
.+E$0&30.)%#*1&ccg&aIg#&cgjg&Sh+<&?"8I&cCCjTI

AjI& &&F0+";%06&=)>$%"6$&G$+$%+";%&J**;,"0+";%1&-.#$&.D&f+E",*1&g&SABBCT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PP
MMMI%K(*I;89P#;,*PF=GJPF=GJe?;#$e;EeV+<",*IK#EI

AdI& &'#I
ACI& &&'#K&M$$&2?*.&AKcKH%fgc%=6f'%&0%Ukf%Hf.'%D,.6%cYYe^%H2"',"5%01&0%*&,+(.#%0-%*-++-$%

(;%-"%5.,#3&"4#%.#;-.0)%4-"0.,?(0#)%0-%&%2"',"5%-*%+,&?,+,0<%?&)#'%-"%'#+,?#.&0#%
"%#"EE$8$%,$TZ&SKPK1&hcU&aID)KKIA#&0+&ccUd&S*0Q$TI
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Common Misconceptions and Biases About LGBT 
Youth in the Juvenile Justice System

3

RF@"&@,80"%!&!@1*2&N,%&9*01*2&,??"(!,*?"&/8)#&!@"&%!,!"&JO-%!1?"L&%=%!"#&A"?,-%"&&
'&E2#&0$?2+".%*E"J*&I"+E&.+E$0&3)G*KL5&

—Tyler, a 22-year-old Native-American gay male youth

J6+<;)9<&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&<0>$&0&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&066&3;)+<&08$&
+8$0+$#&E0"863&0%#&0KK8;K8"0+$631A%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%.#3#&+%01&0%01#%)<)0#/%,)%1-)0,+#%0-%
.247&3;)+<&;E&066&80,$*&0%#&*;,";$,;%;Q",&/0,O98;)%#*&"%&)%"W)$&M03*I&JKK8;5"Q0+$63&
0$-R01,.')%-*%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%)(.3#<%.#);-"'#"0)%,'#"0,2#'%LJNOR.#+&0#'%?,&)%&/-"5%4-(.0%
K$8*;%%$6&0*&0&l>$83& *$8";)*m&;8&l*;Q$M<0+& *$8";)*m&K8;/6$QIg& '%& E;,)*&98;)K*1&3;)+<&
'#)4.,?#'%01#,.%2.)0R1&"'%#S;#.,#"4#)%$,01%;.-*#)),-"&+)%$1-%01#<%*#+0%','%"-0%4&.#%&?-(0%
;8&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$Q&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&

Y%#$863"%9&+<$&/"0*$#&+8$0+Q$%+&;E&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&08$&,;QQ;%&
Q"*,;%,$K+";%*&0/;)+&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&7<$&*+0O$*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&
+<$*$&Q"*,;%,$K+";%*&08$&<"9<Z&+<$&$EE$,+">$%$**&;E&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&#$K$%#*&)K;%&K8;E$*R
*";%06*&Q0O"%9&#$,"*";%*&0/;)+&$0,<&3;)+<&/0*$#&;%&0%&0)+<$%+",&)%#$8*+0%#"%91&E8$$&E8;Q&
/"0*1&0/;)+&<"*&;8&<$8&"%#">"#)06&%$$#*&0%#&*"+)0+";%I&G$,"*";%*&#8">$%&"%*+$0#&/3&Q"*,;%R
,$K+";%*&)%#$8Q"%$&+<$&9;06*&;E&+<$&*3*+$Q&0%#&#$%3&3;)+<&+<$"8&8"9<+*I

LGBT youth remain largely hidden in the juvenile justice system. 
l'&,2%&E.%$*+?G&*2G&+E2+&'&E2/$&%.+&,.B$&2,0.**&TPUV&"**)$*K&VE2+&#.$*%`+&B$2%&

+E$G&#.%`+&$4"*+H&C)+&%.&.%$&E2*&2##0$**$#&+E$BImh&
—a juvenile prosecutor

Y%+"6&8$,$%+631&.247&3;)+<&<0>$&8$Q0"%$#&6089$63&"%>"*"/6$&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&
J*&;%$&#$E$%#$8&%;+$#1&l7<$&,;)8+&*3*+$Q1&K;6",$1&K8;/0+";%1&0%#&,<"6#&M$6E08$&066&08$&<0KR
K3&+;&K8$+$%#&+<$*$&O"#*&#;%`+&8$0663&$5"*+ImU&^%$&E0,+;8&O$$K"%9&.247&3;)+<&"%>"*"/6$&"*&
+<$&*3*+$Q`*&6;%9R*+0%#"%9&60,O&;E&0M08$%$**&;E&0%#&0++$%+";%&+;&+<"*&K;K)60+";%I&'%&#$6"%R
W)$%,3&,;)8+*1&l*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&"*&%$>$8&/8;)9<+&+;&6"9<+1m&0,,;8#"%9&+;&;%$&K8;*$,)+;8If&
N8;E$**";%06*&M<;&<0>$&%$>$8&/$$%&0*O$#&+;&K03&0++$%+";%&+;&.247&"**)$*&08$&)%6"O$63&+;&
8$,;9%"X$&+<0+&*;Q$&3;)+<&M"+<&M<;Q&+<$3&M;8O&08$&.247I&a;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&()#9$&*+0+$#1&
l7<"*&"*&%;+&;)8&o+<$&()#9$*`p&K8;/6$QI&'&#;%`+&8$0663&<0>$&0%3+<"%9&+;&*03&0/;)+&903&3;)+<&
"%&Q3&,;)8+8;;QI&'&#;%`+&+<"%O&+<$8$&<0>$&/$$%&0%3&+<0+&'&0Q&0M08$&;EImj&!"*&8$*K;%*$&"*&
K08+",)60863&%;+$M;8+<3&/$,0)*$&*;Q$&;E&<"*&,;66$09)$*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&*$>$806&.247&3;)+<&
<0#&/$$%&+<8;)9<&+<$&*0Q$&,;)8+&*3*+$Q&"%&8$,$%+&Q;%+<*I&

MYTH:  a$M1&"E&0%31&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&08$&.247I

FACT:   JKK8;5"Q0+$63&cg&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&"%&()>$%"6$&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&08$&.2471&
0,,;8#"%9&+;&0&8$,$%+&*+)#3I
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J%;+<$8&E0,+;8&O$$K"%9&.247&3;)+<&<"##$%&"*&+<0+&*;Q$&3;)+<&,<;;*$&%;+&+;&#"*,6;*$&+<$"8&
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+;&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&E;8&E$08&;E&#80M"%9&
)%M0%+$#& 0++$%+";%& +;& +<$Q*$6>$*1& 6"Q"+"%9& +<$"8&K60,$Q$%+& ;K+";%*1& ;8& *)EE$8"%9& 0/)*$&
"%& +<$"8&K60,$Q$%+*I&^%$& ()>$%"6$&#$E$%*$& 0++;8%$3& $*+"Q0+$#&<0>"%9&<0#&Q;8$& +<0%&jB&
LJNO%4+,#"0)%-3#.%01#%;&)0%0$-%<#&.)6%]1#%#S;+&,"#'B%/&"<%<-(01%&.#%)0,++%`25(.,"5%01,"5)%
;)+&0%#&08$& *+"66&>$83&Q),<&0E80"#& +;& 80"*$& +<0+& "**)$Im8& D"Q"608631&L086$%$&D0%,<$X1&VWR
)"+3&N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&?;QQ"++$$&Q$Q/$8&0%#&$5$,)+">$&#"8$,+;8&;E&+<$&?$%+$8&E;8&:;)%9&
[;Q$%`*&G$>$6;KQ$%+& "%& D0%&a80%,"*,;1& $5K60"%$#& +<0+& +<$& ,;)8+R"%>;6>$#&9"86*& "%&<$8&
;.-5.&/%-*0#"%1,'#%01#,.%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%&0%2.)0%?#4&()#%`l0m1#<%4-/#%0-%&++%-.5&",:&R
+";%*1&"%,6)#"%9&;)8*1&%;+&+8)*+"%9&)*I&7<$3&<0>$&<0#&Q0%3&$5K$8"$%,$*&M"+<&*;,"06&*$8>",$&
;890%"X0+";%*&M<$8$&+<$3`>$&/$$%&6"$#&+;&0&6;+I&7<$3&08$&+83"%9&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$Q*$6>$*&0%#&
O$$K&+<$Q*$6>$*&*0E$Im9&J*&0&8$*)6+1&*<$&*0"#&+<0+&;%63&0/;)+&0&W)08+$8&;E&9"86*&M<;&"#$%+"E3&
0*&6$*/"0%&;8&/"*$5)06&E$$6&,;QE;8+0/6$&8$>$06"%9&+<0+&"%E;8Q0+";%&)K;%&$%+$8"%9&+<$&K8;R
980QI&^%,$&K8;980Q&*+0EE&<0>$&/)"6+&0&8$60+";%*<"K&M"+<&+<$&9"86*&;>$8&+"Q$1&+<$3&08$&Q;8$&
M"66"%9&+;&/$&;K$%&0/;)+&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I

N$8,$K+";%*&0Q;%9&()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&0/;)+&+<$&%)Q/$8&;E&.247&3;)+<&M"+<&
$1-/% 01#<% 1&3#%$-.[#'% 3&.<% ),5",24&"0+<6%F-)0% )(.3#<% .#);-"'#"0)% .#;-.0#'% 1&3,"5%
M;8O$#&M"+<&0+&6$0*+&0&E$M&.247&3;)+<&;>$8&+<$&K0*+&+M;&3$08*1&0%#&*;Q$&K8;E$**";%06*&
8$K;8+$#&Q;8$&8$9)608&,;%+0,+&M"+<&.247&3;)+<I&a;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$*R
*";%06&"%&+<$&*;)+<$8%&8$9";%&;E&+<$&,;)%+83&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&"%&+<$&K8$,$#"%9&Q;%+<&06;%$1&+<$&
,;)8+&"%&<$8&()8"*#",+";%&<0#&K60,$#&E;)8&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*&"%&+<$&6;,06&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+3I10&
JKK8;5"Q0+$63&AB&K$8,$%+&;E&+<$&Q;8$&+<0%&hBB&K$;K6$&*)8>$3$#1&<;M$>$81&8$K;8+$#&%;+&
<0>"%9&M;8O$#&M"+<&0%3&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&60*+&+M;&3$08*I

J6+<;)9<&Q0%3& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&/$6"$>$#&+<0+& +<$3&<0#&%;+&M;8O$#&M"+<&
.247&3;)+<1&$Q$89"%9&8$*$08,<&"%#",0+$*&+<0+&*)/*+0%+"06&%)Q/$8*&;E&.247&3;)+<&$%+$8&
+<$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&*3*+$Q&0,8;**&+<$&,;)%+83I11% W"%01#%2.)0%)0('<%0-%#S&/,"#%01#%,))(#B%
?$8$*&N;6",3&H$*$08,<&E;)%#&+<0+&0*&Q0%3&0*&cg&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&
08$&6$*/"0%1&9031&/"*$5)061&+80%*9$%#$81&;8&W)$*+";%"%9&S.247tTI12&'%&,;QK08"*;%1&Q;*+&
8$*$08,<$8*&*)8>$3"%9&3;)+<&"%&*,<;;6*&$*+"Q0+$&+<0+&/$+M$$%&h&K$8,$%+&0%#&d&K$8,$%+&;E&
+<$&;>$8066&3;)+<&K;K)60+";%&08$&.247I13&[<"6$&E)8+<$8&8$*$08,<&"*&%$,$**0831&+<$&?$8$*&
2"',"5)%)(55#)0%01&0%LJNO%<-(01%#S,)0Z&"'%/&<%&40(&++<%?#%-3#.R.#;.#)#"0#'Z,"%01#%
()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&

Lack of information about adolescents’ understanding of their own sexual 
orientation and gender identity clouds perception.
?;%+8"/)+"%9&+;&+<$&,"8,)Q*+0%,$*&O$$K"%9&3;)+<&"%>"*"/6$&"*&+<$&Q"*,;%,$K+";%&+<0+&0#;R
6$*,$%+*&08$&+;;&3;)%9&+;&O%;M&+<0+&+<$3&08$&.247I&'%&E;,)*&98;)K*1&*$>$806&3;)+<&M<;&
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-;#"+<% ,'#"0,2#'%&)%LJNO%.#;-.0#'% 01&0% G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)% .#*()#'% 0-%&44#;0%
+<0+&+<$3&M$8$&.247I&a;)8+$$%R3$08R;6#&J#0Q&*0"#&+<0+&#$+$%+";%&*+0EE&l()*+&,;)6#%`+&0,R
,$K+&oQ$p&/$"%9&903m14&0%#&Q0#$&,;QQ$%+*&+;&<"Q&*),<&0*1&l^<1&3;)&08$&3;)%9I&:;)&#;%`+&
O%;M&M<0+&3;)&M0%+Im15&J%;+<$8&3;)+<1&?608"**01&*0"#&K8;E$**";%06*&W)$*+";%$#&<$8&;>$8R
066&+8)*+M;8+<"%$**&/$,0)*$&;E&<$8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&D<$&$5K60"%$#1&
lL;*+&;E&+<$&E0,"6"+3&0%#&,;)8+&*+0EE&+<0+&'&80%&"%+;&#"#&%;+&/$6"$>$&+<0+&'&M0*&*;6"#&"%&Q3&
*$5)06"+31&*;&+<$&*+;83&+<0+&'&M0*&K8$*$%+"%9&o0/;)+&Q3&,0*$p&M0*&%;+&0*&,8$#"/6$Im16&J*&;%$&
G('5#%;-,"0#'%-(0B%)(41%3,#$)%.#V#40%&%;#.;+#S,"5%'-(?+#%)0&"'&.'%?#4&()#%01#%`)<)0#/%
#;$*&%;+&+<"%O&.24&O"#*&,0%&O%;M&+<$3&08$&.241&M<$8$0*&+<$3&0,,$K+&+<0+&O"#*&O%;M&+<0+&
+<$3&08$&<$+$8;*$5)06Im17&

J#;6$*,$%+&#$>$6;KQ$%+&8$*$08,<&
8$E)+$*& +<$*$& >"$M*& 0%#& #$Q;%R
*+80+$*& +<0+& /;+<& *$5)06& ;8"$%R
+0+";%& 0%#& 9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3& 08$&
$*+0/6"*<$#& 0+& 0& >$83& $0863& 09$1&
06+<;)9<&"+&Q03&+0O$&3;)+<&*;Q$&
+"Q$& +;& )%#$8*+0%#& 0%#& /$,;Q$&
,;QE;8+0/6$& M"+<& +<$"8& "#$%+"+3I&
."O$& <$+$8;*$5)06& 3;)+<1& 6$*/"0%1&
9031& 0%#& /"*$5)06& 3;)+<& /$,;Q$&
0M08$& ;E& +<$"8& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%&
/0*$#&;%&+<$"8&+<;)9<+*&0%#&$Q;R
+";%*&;E+$%& 6;%9&/$E;8$& +<$3&<0>$&
01#,.% 2.)0% )#S(&+% #"4-("0#.6% W"%
E0,+1& Q0%3& 3;)+<& 8$K;8+& 0M08$R
%$**&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&/3&
&5#%23#618%],/,+&.+<B%.#)#&.41%,"',4&0#)%01&0%&%;#.)-"A)%5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<%,)%2./+<%#)0&?+,)1#'%
/3&09$&+<8$$119&0%#&*;Q$&3;)+<&*$6ER"#$%+"E3&0*&+80%*9$%#$8&0*&$0863&0*&K8$R*,<;;6I20&

E44-.',"5%0-%&%cYYU%)0('<B%$1,+#%01#%&3#.&5#%&5#%-*%2.)0%&$&.#"#))%-*%)&/#R)#S%&00.&40,-"%
,)%&.-("'%_YB%01#%&3#.&5#%&5#%-*%)#+*R,'#"0,24&0,-"%&)%5&<%-.%+#)?,&"%,)%_f621 '%&0##"+";%1&+<$&
60+$*+&8$*$08,<&*<;M*&+<0+&,<"6#8$%&08$&l,;Q"%9&;)+m&S;8&#"*,6;*"%9&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&
+;&;+<$8*T&0+&3;)%9$8&09$*&+<0%&"%&K8$>";)*&9$%$80+";%*I22 

MYTH:  43&>"8+)$&;E&+<$"8&09$1&3;)+<&,0%%;+&O%;M&+<$3&08$&.247I

FACT:   '%#">"#)06*&/$,;Q$&0M08$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&0+&
>$83&3;)%9&09$*I
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Professionals’ failure to differentiate between sexual orientation and gender 
identity impacts youth experiences.

@M.,"$+G&#.$*%`+&0$,.3%"_$&IE2+&+E$&#"DD$0$%,$&"*&C$+I$$%&2&32G&J$0*.%&2%#&2&&
+02%*3$%#$0&J$0*.%KL6;

—Luke, 15-year-old Asian-American female-to-male transgender youth

dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%G(3#",+#%G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)%&.#%-*0#"%#3#"%+#))%&$&.#%
0%#&0,,$K+"%9&;E&+80%*9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+<0%&6$*/"0%1&9031&0%#&/"*$5)06&"#$%+"+3&0%#&*;Q$R
+"Q$*&,;%E)*$&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&'%&E;,)*&98;)K*1&066&;E&+<$&+80%*9$%R
#$8&3;)+<&$5K8$**$#&E8)*+80+";%&0/;)+&+<$&"9%;80%,$&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&
+<$3&$%,;)%+$8$#I&J*&.)O$&8$,;)%+$#1&lo[<$%&Q3&0++;8%$3p&*0M&+<$&6$++$8&E8;Q&Q3&#;,+;8&
&?-(0%?#,"5%0.&")5#"'#.B%l1#m%;&",4[#'B%&"'%01#%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%','"A0%("'#.)0&"'6%O1#%
;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%','"A0%#3#"%["-$%$1&0%,0%$&)%0-%?#%0.&")5#"'#.naAd&

D$>$806&3;)+<&*0"#&+<$3&M"*<$#&K8;E$**";%06*&)%#$8*+;;#&/0*",&+$8Q"%;6;93&0%#&+<$&#"ER
E$8$%,$*&/$+M$$%&903&0%#&+80%*9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&a;8&$50QK6$1&."631&M<;&"*&0&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&

What Does It Mean for Youth to be “Questioning” Their Sexual 
Orientation or Gender Identity?

Youth who identify as “questioning” are in the process of actively exploring their sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity and questioning cultural assumptions about their 
identity. Many lesbian, gay, and bisexual people go through this process of questioning 
before coming out.23 

Identity development for youth is not a static process, and a young person’s sexual ori-
$'636&-'*(3'*8$*91&):*;-6*3//*2-16<*=<-*<3,$*43.$>4$"*366%3(6&-'4?*$"#$%&$'($4?*-%*%$/3-
tionships self-identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual.24 Some youth may fear repercussions 
-7*4$/7>&)$'6&+(36&-'*-%*46%1@@/$*=&6<* 6<$&%*-='* &'6$%'3/&A$)*<-.-#<-8&3:*B6<$%4*.32*8$*
undergoing a typical adolescent process of trying to discover who they are.25 Similarly, not 
all youth who have same-sex attractions or who identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual during 
adolescence will continue to do so in adulthood. The fact that some youth might explore 
different identities as they navigate adolescence does not render their attractions and 
feelings any less legitimate.26

MYTH:  
4$"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&"*&+<$&*0Q$&0*&/$"%9&
903I

FACT:  
2$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&"*&#"EE$8$%+&E8;Q&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%I
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+80%*9$%#$8& cjR3$08R;6#1& *0"#& *<$& ;E+$%& $%,;)%+$8$#& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$& K8;E$**";%06*&M<;&
lK)+&Q$&"%&+<$&903&,0+$9;83Im&J6+<;)9<&."63&$5K60"%$#&+;&+<$Q1&l'`Q&%;+&9031&'`Q&+80%*9$%R
#$81m&<$8&0++$QK+*&+;&$#),0+$&+<$Q&M$8$&)%*),,$**E)6IAC&

D$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3&08$&%;+& +<$& *0Q$I&D$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&#$*,8"/$*&0&
K$8*;%`*&8;Q0%+",&0%#&K<3*",06&0++80,+";%&+;&Q$Q/$8*&;E&+<$&*0Q$&;8&#"EE$8$%+&*$5I&2$%R
#$8&"#$%+"+3&8$E$8*&+;&0&K$8*;%`*&"%+$8%061&#$$K63&E$6+&*$%*$&;E&/$"%9&Q06$&;8&E$Q06$IgB&L;*+&
K$;K6$`*&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&,;88$*K;%#*&M"+<&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$5&0%#&K<3*",06&0%0+;Q3Z&<;M$>$81&
+80%*9$%#$8&K$;K6$`*&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&#"EE$8*&E8;Q&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$5I&J,,;8#"%9631&0&%)/:>G,:K
7,)'G$)9&"*&0&3;)%9&K$8*;%&M<;*$&/"8+<&*$5&M0*&Q06$&/)+&M<;&)%#$8*+0%#*&<$8*$6E&+;&/$1&
0%#&#$*"8$*& +;& 6">$&<$8& 6"E$&0*1&0& E$Q06$I&D"Q"608631&0& %)/:>G,:7,)'6*&& "*&0&3;)%9&K$8*;%&
M<;*$&/"8+<&*$5&M0*&E$Q06$&/)+&M<;&)%#$8*+0%#*&<"Q*$6E&+;&/$1&0%#&#$*"8$*&+;&6">$&6"E$&0*1&
0&Q06$I&L;*+&9$%#$8R%;%,;%E;8Q"%9&3;)+<&#;&%;+&"#$%+"E3&0*&+80%*9$%#$81&<;M$>$8I&[<"6$&
*;Q$&S+<;)9<&,$8+0"%63&%;+&066T&6$*/"0%*&#8$**&0%#&$5K8$**&+<$Q*$6>$*&"%&0&Q0*,)6"%$&Q0%R
%$8&0%#&*;Q$&903&/;3*&#8$**&0%#&$5K8$**&+<$Q*$6>$*&"%&0&E$Q"%"%$&Q0%%$81&+<$*$&3;)+<&
08$&%;+&%$,$**08"63&+80%*9$%#$8I&
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Some professionals wrongly believe they can change a youth’s sexual  
orientation or gender identity.

^%$&Q"*,;%,$K+";%&+<0+&$Q$89$#&"%&"%+$8>"$M*&"*&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&,<;;*$&+;&/$&.2471&"%&
*;Q$&,0*$*&0*&0%&0,+&;E&8$/$66";%&;8&0%&0++$QK+&+;&9$+&0++$%+";%I&J*&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&
?;QQ"++$$&SVNJ?T&Q$Q/$8&0%#&0#;6$*,$%+&K*3,<;6;93&$5K$8+&L08+3&4$3$8&$5K60"%*1&K8;R
E$**";%06*&M<;&>"$M&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&0*&Q0++$8*&;E&,<;",$&Q03&+83&+;&
,;$8,$&.247&3;)+<&+;&*+;K&/$"%9&903&;8&0++$QK+&+;&lK$8*)0#$&o+<$Qp&+<0+&+<$3&M;)6#&<0>$&
0&/$++$8&6"E$&0%#&,;)6#&0>;"#&<080**Q$%+&"E&+<$3&M$8$&%;+&.247Im31&L0%3&3;)+<&E8;Q&+<$&
E;,)*&98;)K*&*0"#&+<$3&<0#&/$$%&0*O$#&W)$*+";%*&/3&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&*),<&0*&
l[<3&#;&3;)&M0%+&+;&/$&6"O$&+<0+um&0%#&l?0%`+&3;)&()*+&*+;K&0,+"%9&903um&

Q1,+#%)-/#%'#?&0#%#S,)0)B%01#%;.#3&,+,"5%)4,#"0,24%("'#.)0&"',"5%,)%01&0%01#%-.,5,"%-*%)#SR
)06& ;8"$%+0+";%& "*& 0& ,;QK6$5& "%+$80,+";%&;E& /";6;9",06& 0%#&$%>"8;%Q$%+06& E0,+;8*I32& V>$%&
+<;)9<&*;Q$&K$;K6$&Q03&,<;;*$&%;+&+;&0,+&;%&+<$"8&E$$6"%9*&;8&*$6ER"#$%+"E3&0*&6$*/"0%1&9031&
;8&/"*$5)061&"%#">"#)06*&M"+<&*0Q$&*$5&0++80,+";%*&,0%%;+&,<0%9$&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&
0%3&Q;8$&+<0%&<$+$8;*$5)06&K$;K6$&,0%I33

MYTH:   D$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&08$&Q0++$8*&;E&K$8*;%06&,<;",$1&*;&
3;)+<&,0%&,<;;*$&%;+&+;&/$&.247I

FACT:    D$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&08$&#$$KR*$0+$#1&"%<$8$%+&0*K$,+*&;E&
K$8*;%06&"#$%+"+3Z&0++$QK+*&+;&,<0%9$&$"+<$8&08$&/;+<&E)+"6$&0%#&<08QE)6&+;&
3;)+<I&

Practice Tips: Names and Pronouns for Transgender Youth

 One important aspect of gender identity expression is the name and pronoun by which an 
individual refers to himself or herself. The following list  provides tips for professionals on 
how to demonstrate respect for a youth’s gender identity through appropriate use of name 
and pronoun:

C  Juvenile justice professionals should call transgender youth by the name and pronoun 
that the youth prefers, even if it differs from his or her legal name; 
C  If unsure of a youth’s gender identity, court professionals should simply ask the youth 

about his or her gender identity and what pronoun and name the youth uses;
C  Court professionals should never refer to a transgender youth as “he-she” or “it”; and 
C  All court-related records can include reference to a youth’s legal name, but should use 

the youth’s preferred name and pronoun throughout. 
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D"Q"608631&,;%*$%*)*&$5"*+*&0Q;%9&+<$&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%*&+<0+&0&K$8*;%`*&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&"*&
0&#$$KR*$0+$#1&"%<$8$%+&0*K$,+&;E&<)Q0%&"#$%+"+3&0%#&$EE;8+*&+;&,<0%9$&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&08$&
,"#**#40,3#%&"'%+,[#+<%0-%4&()#%),5",24&"0%1&./634&'%&+<$&K0*+1&*;Q$&K8;E$**";%06*&+8"$#&)%*),R
4#))*(++<%0-%`4(.#a%,"',3,'(&+)%(),"5%0#41",P(#)%'#),5"#'%0-%&+0#.%01#,.%4.-))R5#"'#.%,'#"0,2R
,0+";%I&7;#031&$EE;8+*&+;&06+$8&0&K$8*;%`*&,;8$&9$%#$8&08$&>"$M$#&0*&/;+<&E)+"6$&0%#&)%$+<",06I35

The refusal to respect transgender youth is particularly pervasive  
among professionals.

dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%-*0#"%*&4#%&%?&4[+&)1%*.-/%G(3#R
%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&M<$%&+<$3&M$08&,6;+<"%9&;8&$5<"/"+&Q0%%$8"*Q*&0%#&/$<0>";8*&
+<0+&08$&"%,;%*"*+$%+&M"+<&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$5I&N8;E$**";%06*&;E+$%&Q"*+0O$%63&/$6"$>$&+<0+&+<$*$&
3;)+<&08$&0,+"%9&;)+&;8&*$$O"%9&0++$%+";%1&80+<$8&+<0%&$5K8$**"%9&0&E)%#0Q$%+06&0*K$,+&;E&
+<$"8&"#$%+"+3I&L$#",06&8$*$08,<&#$Q;%*+80+$*&+<0+&#"*8$*K$,+"%91&K)%"*<"%91&;8&K8;<"/"+"%9&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&E8;Q&$5K8$**"%9&+<$"8&,;8$&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&,0)*$*&+<$Q&98$0+&#"*+8$**I36&

D;Q$&+80%*9$%#$8&K$;K6$&$5K$8"$%,$&#$K8$**";%&;8&*$>$8$&$Q;+";%06&#"*+8$**&/$,0)*$&+<$"8&
/;#"$*& #;& %;+&Q0+,<& +<$"8& 9$%#$8& "#$%+"+"$*I& 7<$&#"09%;*"*& ;E& 9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3& #"*;8#$8&
S2'GT1&M<",<&,0%&/$&Q0#$&/3&0&O%;M6$#9$0/6$&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%061& 8$E$8*& +;&l0&
)0.-"5%&"'%;#.),)0#"0%4.-))R5#"'#.%,'#"0,24&0,-"a%&"'%`;#.),)0#"0%',)4-/*-.0%$,01%l-"#A)%
/"8+<p&*$5&;8&*$%*$&;E&"%0KK8;K8"0+$%$**&"%&+<$&9$%#$8&8;6$&;E&+<0+&*$5Im37&D0E$&0%#&$EE$,+">$&
+8$0+Q$%+*&08$&0>0"60/6$&E;8&"%#">"#)06*&M<;&Q$$+&+<$&#"09%;*+",&,8"+$8"0&E;8&2'GI38&[<$%&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&#;&%;+&8$,$">$&0KK8;K8"0+$&+8$0+Q$%+&;8&*)KK;8+&E;8&2'G1&*$8";)*&%$90R
+">$&,;%*$W)$%,$*&,0%&8$*)6+1&"%,6)#"%9&,6"%",06&#$K8$**";%1&*)","#$&0++$QK+*1&0%#&K8;/6$Q*&
M"+<&8$60+";%*<"K*1&*,<;;61&0%#&M;8OIgC&

7<$&[;86#&N8;E$**";%06&J**;,"0+";%&E;8&780%*9$%#$8&!$06+<&S[NJ7!T&<0*&#$>$6;K$#&0&
#;,)Q$%+1&lD+0%#08#*&;E&?08$&E;8&2$%#$8&'#$%+"+3&G"*;8#$8*1mhB&M<",<&K8;>"#$*&9)"#R
0%,$&+;&K8;E$**";%06*&;%&*)KK;8+"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0%#&0#)6+*&+<8;)9<&+<$&K8;,$**&
;E&8$,;9%"X"%9&+<$"8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&0%#&l+80%*"+";%"%9Im&7<$&+$8Q&%)/:>$%$*:&#$*,8"/$*&
/;+<&+<$&K8;,$**&0%#&+"Q$&K$8";#&#)8"%9&M<",<&0&+80%*9$%#$8&K$8*;%&*+08+*&6">"%9&"%&6"%$&
M"+<&<"*&;8&<$8&,;8$&9$%#$8I&7<"*&,0%& "%,6)#$&,<0%9"%9&;%$`*&*+36$&;E&#8$**1&<0"8*+36$1&
0%#& ;+<$8& 0*K$,+*& ;E& K<3*",06& 0KK$080%,$& 0%#& )*"%9& 0& %$M& %0Q$& S0%#& K8;%;)%T1& 0*&
M$66&0*&*$$O"%9&Q$#",06&+8$0+Q$%+&S*),<&0*&<;8Q;%$&+<$80K3&0%#P;8&*)89$83T&+;&,<0%9$&
;%$`*&/;#3I&

MYTH:   780%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&08$&()*+&
l0,+"%9&;)+m&0%#&+83"%9&+;&9$+&
0++$%+";%&+<8;)9<&9$%#$8&%;%R
,;%E;8Q"%9&,6;+<"%91&<0"8*+36$1&
0%#&%0Q$&,<;",$*I

FACT:    L$#",06&8$*$08,<&#$Q;%*+80+$*&
+<$&"QK;8+0%,$&;E&066;M"%9&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&+;&$5K8$**&
+<$"8&,;8$&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I
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O1#% *-++-$,"5% +,)0% -(0+,"#)% );#4,24% .#4-//#"'&0,-")% *.-/% 01#%Q>EOb% `]0&"'&.')% -*%
?08$m&0%#&+<$&Q$#",06&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%*&E;8&*)KK;8+"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<-

   R/=,>'/:7'I)*:*#:>3'O1#%Q>EOb%`]0&"'&.')%-*%D&.#a%&"'%#S;#.0)%,"%01#%2#+'%
8$,;QQ$%#&+<0+&K8;E$**";%06*&*)KK;8+&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&"%&$5K8$**"%9&+<$"8&9$%#$8&
+<8;)9<&)*"%9&%0Q$*&0%#&K8;%;)%*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&+<$"8&,;8$&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3Ihc&
L0%3&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&"%&+<$&E;,)*&98;)K*&$5K8$**$#&E8)*+80+";%1&<;M$>$81&+<0+&
01#,.%+&$<#.)B%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)B%G('5#)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%$-.[#.)%.#*()#'%0-%.#*#.%0-%
+<$Q&/3&+<$"8&,<;*$%&%0Q$&0%#&K8$E$88$#&K8;%;)%I&a;8&$50QK6$1&\"0%0&*0"#&+<0+&<$8&
;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%0.#&0#'%1#.%',).#);#40*(++<B%`W%$-(+'%0#++%1#.%/<%"&/#%,)%lC,&"&m%
&"'%/<%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%$-(+'%)&<B%o7-B%01,)%,)%$1&0%$#%&.#%5-,"5%0-%4&++%<-(B%l&%
/;3`*&%0Q$p1&/$,0)*$&+<"*&"*&M<0+&3;)&08$I`&mhA&

   ."O$M"*$1&06Q;*+&$>$83&K8;E$**";%06&
"%+$8>"$M$#&E;8&+<"*&K8;($,+&,;%*"*+$%+63&
8$E$88$#&+;&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&/3&6$906&
"&/#)%&"'%;.-"-(")%.#V#40,"5%01#%<-(01A)%
/"8+<&*$51&80+<$8&+<0%&+<$&%0Q$&0%#&
K8;%;)%&+<$&3;)+<&K8$E$88$#I&'%&0##"+";%1&
*;Q$&+8">"06"X$#&%;%,;%E;8Q"%9&9$%#$8&
"#$%+"+"$*Z&E;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&K8;E$**";%06&
#"*Q"**">$63&8$E$88$#&+;&0&3;)+<&+<0+&<$&
["#$%,'#"0,2#'%&)%&%0.&")5#"'#.%5,.+%&)%
l+<$&/;3&M<;&M$08*&#8$**$*Imhg&

   @9*%2$:G1'/II,/)/:-,1'/:7'=/::,)$>=>3'."O$&%0Q$*&0%#&K8;%;)%*1&,6;+<"%9&"*&
&"%,/;-.0&"0%),5",2#.%-*%5#"'#.6hh&J,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$&[NJ7!`*&D+0%#08#*&;E&?08$1&
M$08"%9&,6;+<"%9&0KK8;K8"0+$&+;&;%$`*&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&<$6K*&+80%*9$%#$8&K$;K6$&
2"'%/-.#%;#.)-"&+%4-/*-.06hU&J&E$M&()#9$*&M<;&M$8$&"%+$8>"$M$#&)%#$8*+;;#&+<"*&
0%#&,<0%9$#&#8$**&,;#$&K;6","$*&+;&066;M&9$%#$8&%;%,;%E;8Q"%9&#8$**&S$I9I1&06R
6;M"%9&/;3*&+;&M$08&$088"%9*TI&D$>$806&"%+$8>"$M$$*1&<;M$>$81&*0"#&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&
#"*,;)809$&;8&K8;<"/"+&$5K8$**";%*&;E&9$%#$8&%;%,;%E;8Q"%9&"#$%+"+3I&^%$&#$E$%#R
$8&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&+<$&*3*+$Q&l()*+&O"%#&;E&Q0O$*&"+&O%;M%&+<0+&M<$%&3;)&,;Q$&+;&
,;)8+&3;)&<0>$&+;&M$08&+<$&,6;+<"%9&+<0+&o"*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<p&3;)8&/"8+<&9$%#$8Imhf&
D;Q$&;E&+<$&"%+$8>"$M$$*&+<$Q*$6>$*&*+0+$#&+<0+&3;)+<&"%&,;)8+&*<;)6#&#8$**&+;&
,;%E;8Q&+;&+<$"8&/";6;9",06&*$5&/$,0)*$&%;+&#;"%9&*;&,;%+8"/)+$*&+;&+<$&l068$0#3R
+$%*$&$%>"8;%Q$%+m&0%#&l,0)*$*&,;%E)*";%Imhj&

leE$%&'&I.)?#&#0$**&?"Y$&2&C.GH&BG&,2*$&I.)?#&+2Y$&?.%3$0&2%#&?.%3$0K&d.0&BG&?2*+&,.)0+&
@",81*2&H&08"%%"0&<1M"&,&218<&,*0&!@"=&9!&#"&812@!&1*P&F@"=&!8",!"0&#"&A"!!"8&N@"*&H&

08"%%"0&<1M"&,&218<P&F@,!$%&%)#"!@1*2&H&92-8"0&)-!&)*&#=&)N*PmUj

—Kyle, a 17-year-old female-to-male transgender youth

   C--,>>'%*'=,7$-/9'-/),3'^%,$&0&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&M<;&"*&#"09%;*$#&M"+<&2'G&<0*&
/$9)%&K)/$8+31&0&O%;M6$#9$0/6$&Q$#",06&,08$&K8;>"#$8&,0%&0**$**&M<$+<$8&Q$#",06&
+8$0+Q$%+&+;&$%0/6$&+<$&3;)+<&+;&K<3*",0663&+80%*"+";%&"*&0KK8;K8"0+$Ihd&7<$&K)8K;*$&
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;E&Q$#",06&"%+$8>$%+";%&E;8&0%&"%#">"#)06&M"+<&2'G&"*&+;&<$6K&+<$&"%#">"#)06&/8"%9&
1,)%-.%1#.%;1<),4&+%?-'<%/-.#%,"%+,"#%$,01%1,)%-.%1#.%,"0#."&+%5#"'#.%,'#"0,24&R
+";%&+;&0,<"$>$&60*+"%9&lK$8*;%06&,;QE;8+&M"+<&+<$&9$%#$8$#&*$6Em&0%#&lQ05"Q"X$&
-3#.&++%;)<41-+-5,4&+%$#++R?#,"5%&"'%)#+*R*(+2++/#"06ahC&F0+";%06&;890%"X0+";%*&
*),<&0*&+<$&JQ$8",0%&L$#",06&J**;,"0+";%&SJLJTUB&0%#&+<$&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;6;9"R
,06&J**;,"0+";%&SJNJTUc&*)KK;8+&+<$*$&+8$0+Q$%+*1&M<",<&+<$3&<0>$&E;)%#&+;&/$&
*0E$&0%#&$EE$,+">$IUA&J,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$&JNJ1&2'G&+8$0+Q$%+*&08$&%;+&l,;*Q$+",m&;8&
l$5K$8"Q$%+06m&/)+&80+<$8&08$&0&lQ$#",06&%$,$**"+3&I&I&I&E;8&0KK8;K8"0+$63&$>06)0+$#&
"%#">"#)06*ImUg&
  

 Lack of access to medical care is a particular problem for transgender youth 
in detention and correctional facilities (see Chapter 8). 

>.-G#40%2"',"5)% ,"',4&0#% 01&0% G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)%-3#.$1#+/,"5+<% +&4[%("'#.R
*+0%#"%9&0/;)+&+<$&Q$#",06&%$$#*&;E&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<I&a;8&$50QK6$1&\36$1&0&cjR3$08&;6#&
+80%*9$%#$8&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&3;)+<1&0*O$#&<"*&0++;8%$3&+;&*$,)8$&0&,;)8+&;8#$8&+<0+&M;)6#&
066;M&<"Q&+;&;/+0"%&+<$&<;8Q;%$&+8$0+Q$%+&<"*&#;,+;8&8$,;QQ$%#$#I&!"*&0++;8%$31&M<;&0*R
*)Q$#&<$&M0*&0&6$*/"0%&0%#&0#Q"++$#&+;&+<$&3;)+<1&l'`Q&"9%;80%+1m&;EE$8$#&6"++6$&<$6KIUh&7<$&
()#9$& "%&\36$`*&,0*$&M0*&06*;&#"*Q"**">$1& 8$K$0+$#63&8$E$88"%9& +;&K8$*,8"K+";%&<;8Q;%$*&
0*&l#8)9*m&0*&"E&+;&$W)0+$&+<$Q&+;&"66","+&%08,;+",*I&Y6+"Q0+$631&\36$&M0*&)%0/6$&+;&9$+&+<$&
<$06+<&,08$&<$&%$$#$#&)%+"6&<$&M0*&8$6$0*$#&E8;Q&*+0+$&,)*+;#3&0+&09$&cdI&

 780%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&M<;&60,O&0,,$**&+;&0KK8;K8"0+$&Q$#",06&,08$&*;Q$+"Q$*&/)3&<;8Q;%$*&
;%&+<$&*+8$$+&E8;Q&"%#">"#)06*&M<;&08$&%;+&K<3*","0%*I&'%($,+"%9&<;8Q;%$*&M"+<;)+&Q$#"R
,06& *)K$8>"*";%&,0%&,0)*$& *$8";)*&Q$#",06& ,;%#"+";%*1& "%,6)#"%9&!'b& "%E$,+";%& E8;Q&)*R
"%9&#"8+3&%$$#6$*&0%#&;+<$8&6"E$R+<8$0+$%"%9&,;QK6",0+";%*&+<0+&8$*)6+&E8;Q&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&
#;*09$*&;8&K;;8&W)06"+3&<;8Q;%$*I55& '%& 0##"+";%1& *;Q$&3;)+<& $%909$& "%&K8;*+"+)+";%& "%&
$5,<0%9$& E;8& *+8$$+&<;8Q;%$*&;8& +;&$08%&$%;)9<&Q;%$3& +;&/)3&<;8Q;%$*I56&7;&K8$>$%+&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&E8;Q&+<$*$&8"*O*1&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&*<;)6#&K8;>"#$&+<$Q&M"+<&
0,,$**& +;&O%;M6$#9$0/6$&<$06+<&,08$&K8;>"#$8*1& E;8& +8$0+Q$%+*&#$$Q$#&Q$#",0663&%$,$*R
*083I&J,,$**"%9&0KK8;K8"0+$&Q$#",06&,08$&Q03&8$W)"8$&0&,;)8+&;8#$8I

Some professionals do not understand that LGBT identity represents 
a normal aspect of human experience.

J89)0/63& +<$&Q;*+&#$+8"Q$%+06&Q3+<&0/;)+&.247&3;)+<& "*& +<0+&M<",<&$W)0+$*&.247&
"#$%+"+3&M"+<&K0+<;6;93I&G$*K"+$&+<$&,6$08&,;%*$%*)*&0Q;%9&066&Q0"%*+8$0Q&<$06+<&0%#&
Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%*&+<0+&.247&"#$%+"+3&8$K8$*$%+*&0&%;8Q06&0*K$,+&;E&<)Q0%&$5R

MYTH:   .247&3;)+<&08$&Q$%+0663&"66&
0%#&*$5)0663&K8$#0+;83I&

FACT:   .247&"#$%+"+3&"*&%;8Q06&0%#&
'-#)%"-0%.#V#40%&"<%("'#.+<,"5%
K0+<;6;93I
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K$8"$%,$158&%)Q$8;)*&"%+$8>"$M$$*&$5K8$**$#&,;%,$8%&+<0+&*;Q$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$*R
*";%06*&>"$M&.247&3;)+<&0*&Q$%+0663&"66&;8&*$5)0663&K8$#0+;83I&'%&0+&6$0*+&+M;&()8"*#",R
+";%*1&$>$83&3;)+<&l*)*K$,+$#m&;E&/$"%9&.247&"*&8$W)"8$#&+;&)%#$89;&0&Q$%+06&<$06+<&
$>06)0+";%I&'%&0&,0*$&"%>;6>"%9&0&3;)%9&6$*/"0%&M<;&0**0)6+$#&<$8&E0Q"63&0E+$8&<$8&E0QR
"63&<0#&;/($,+$#&+;&<$8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1&+<$&()#9$&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&l+<$&M<;6$&,0*$&M0*&
0/;)+&*$%*0+";%06"X"%9&6$*/"0%*I&I&I&I&o7<$&K8;*$,)+";%p&K603$#&"+&6"O$&*<$&M0*&0&#$80%9$#&
6$*/"0%&6)%0+",Im59&

:;)+<&"%&+<$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K*&8$K;8+$#&<0>"%9&*"Q"608&$5K$8"$%,$*&;E&/$"%9&
+8$0+$#&0*&,80X31&#0%9$8;)*1&;8&)%*+0/6$&"%&#$6"%W)$%,3&,;)8+*I&^%$&3;)%9&/"*$5)06&Q0%1&
D0Q1&$5K60"%$#&"%&E8)*+80+";%1&l'%&()>$%"6$&<066&o*+0EEp&0*O&3;)1&_!0>$&3;)&/$$%&Q;6$*+$#1`&
0%#&+<$%&+<$3&*031&_^<1&+<0+`*&M<3&3;)&08$&903I`&[<3&,0%`+&'&()*+&/$&Q3*$6E&0%#&K$;K6$&/$&
;O03&M"+<&+<0+um60&

^>$8& gU& 3$08*& ;E& ;/($,+">$&
)4,#"0,24% .#)#&.41% '#/-"R
*+80+$&+<0+&6$*/"0%1&9031&0%#&
/"*$5)06&"#$%+"+"$*&E066&M"+<R
"%& +<$& 80%9$& ;E& %;8Q0+">$&
*$5)06&#$>$6;KQ$%+&0%#&08$&
%;+& 0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&Q$%+06&
#"*;8#$8*& ;8& $Q;+";%06& ;8&
*;,"06&K8;/6$Q*161&;8&,0)*$#&
/3& K8";8& *$5)06& 0/)*$& ;8&
;+<$8& +80)Q0I62& S'%& 0,+)06R
"+31& Q0%3& .247& 3;)+<& $5R
K$8"$%,$& *$5)06& 0/)*$& 0%#&
+80)Q0& 2D+$0& ,;Q"%9& ;)+& +;&
"%#">"#)06*& "%& +<$"8& E0Q"R
6"$*1& ,;QQ)%"+"$*1& *,<;;6*1&
0%#& ;+<$8& "%*+"+)+";%*I63T&
\#)#&.41%),/,+&.+<%4-"2./)%
+<0+& %;& "%<$8$%+& ,;%%$,R
+";%&$5"*+*&/$+M$$%&0%&"%#"R
>"#)06`*& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%&
0%#& +<$& 6"O$6"<;;#& +<0+& <$&
;8&*<$&M"66&,;QQ"+&0&*$5)06&
;EE$%*$I&D+)#"$*&)*"%9&0&>0R
8"$+3&;E&K*3,<;6;9",06&Q$0R
*)8$*&"%#",0+$&+<0+&903&K$;K6$&08$&%;+&Q;8$&6"O$63&+<0%&<$+$8;*$5)06*&l+;&K;**$**&0%3&
K*3,<;6;9",06& ,<080,+$8"*+",*& +<0+&M;)6#&Q0O$& +<$Q& 6$**& ,0K0/6$&;E& ,;%+8;66"%9& +<$"8&
*$5)06& )89$*1& 8$E80"%"%9& E8;Q& +<$& 0/)*$& ;E& K;M$81& ;/$3"%9& 8)6$*& 0%#& 60M*1& "%+$80,+R
"%9&$EE$,+">$63&M"+<&;+<$8*1&;8&$5$8,"*"%9&9;;#& ()#9Q$%+& "%&<0%#6"%9&0)+<;8"+3Im64& '%&
0##"+";%1& +80%*9$%#$8& "%#">"#)06*& #;& %;+& <0>$& *$8";)*& )%#$863"%9& K*3,<;K0+<;6;93&
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01&0%4&()#)%-.%,"V(#"4#)%01#,.%0.&")5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<6%7(/#.-()%)0(',#)%-3#.%01#%+&)0%cY%
3$08*&<0>$&E;)%#&+<0+&lo+p<$&"%,"#$%,$&;E&8$K;8+$#&K*3,<"0+8",&K8;/6$Q*&oE;8&+80%*9$%R
#$8&K$;K6$&)%#$89;"%9&+8$0+Q$%+p&"*&*"Q"608&+;&+<0+&*$$%&"%&+<$&9$%$806&K;K)60+";%Im65&

Spotlight on Reform: Training Juvenile Justice Professionals  
on LGBT Issues

Acknowledging the need to provide fair and respectful services to LGBT youth, some juris-
dictions have implemented comprehensive training for juvenile justice professionals on 
issues that affect LGBT youth. Approximately 23 percent of the more than 400 people 
surveyed reported that their jurisdictions had offered training that addressed LGBT issues 
within the last two years. While these developments are a sign of progress, more training is 
needed to ensure professionals across the country are prepared to communicate effective-
ly with LGBT youth, respond to their individual needs, and provide appropriate rehabilitation 
and treatment services. In fact, more than 80 percent of Equity Project survey respondents, 
&'(/1)&'@*D1)@$4?*)$7$')$%4?*#%-4$(16-%4?*#%-836&-'*-7+($%4?*3')*)$6$'6&-'*46377?*&')&(36$)*
that they would like to receive training on working with LGBT youth.

A few examples of jurisdictions that are effectively implementing trainings on LGBT youth 
follow: 

 Hawai‘i. As a result of the 2007 settlement in the civil rights lawsuit R.G. v. Koller, which 
involved the abuse and harassment of LGBT youth in Hawai‘i’s correctional facility, every 
staff person at the juvenile correctional facility and the staff of youth-serving agencies 
participated in comprehensive one-day mandatory trainings on working with LGBT youth. 
Although not required by the settlement terms, the Chief Judge of the Family Court also 
agreed to implement a nondiscrimination policy for the detention facility and staff of the 
D1,$'&/$*)$6$'6&-'* 73(&/&62E*#%-836&-'*-7+($%4*3')* D1)@$4*3/4-*#3%6&(&#36$)* &'* 6%3&'&'@:*F/-
though Hawai‘i is a small state with only one juvenile correctional facility and one main 
juvenile detention center, at the time of this report’s publication, Hawai‘i was the only state 
to implement nondiscrimination policies in all of its juvenile facilities and train a range of 
system professionals on LGBT youth. EPAC member Dr. Marty Beyer developed the cur-
riculum and delivered the trainings with another EPAC member, Dr. Bob Bidwell, and local 
youth advocates.

New York. EPAC member Judge Paula Hepner formed in 2004 the Family Court Advisory 
Council’s Juvenile Justice Subcommittee Working Group on LGBTQ Youth in New York City. 
The workgroup, which she chairs, brings together prosecutors, judges, Administration for 
Children’s services staff, detention agencies, Department of Juvenile Justice staff, pro-
836&-'*-7+($%4?* 2-16<*3),-(36$4?*3')*4$%,&($*#%-,&)$%4:*G<$*=-%H@%-1#*<34*)$,$/-#$)*
and implemented a training program for Family Court professionals in each New York City 
borough. The group has also provided training for judges at a local judicial training insti-
tute and summer Judge Camp. In addition, last year, the workgroup provided training for 
prosecutors focused on helping them understand the full context in cases involving LGBT 
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youth. Topics included working on cases in which parents are the complainants, display-
ing sensitivity to the victims of hate crimes, and interviewing parents, youth, and others 
in an inclusive and respectful manner. At the time of publication, the working group was 
also training probation department staff and planning to present to the panel of assigned 
counsel later in the year. 

 Utah. The Utah Pride Center is working directly with Utah’s Juvenile Justice Sys-
tem (JJS) and the court to educate court staff and juvenile justice personnel on 
LGBT youth issues. After a youth advocate called the center requesting resources to  
support a transgender youth in a JJS detention facility, the center persuaded  
the JJS training manager and the Department of Children and Family Services  
(DCFS) to collaborate on training JJS and DCFS staff. The Pride Center has already 
delivered LGBT youth cultural competence training to all staff working in JJS in every 
region of Utah. Although not mandatory, the trainings were consistently well attend-
ed. The Pride Center is developing an advanced curriculum and will start trainings 
on these advanced topics for JJS staff in late 2009. In addition, the Pride Center is  
developing an LGBT cultural competence training for court staff for late 2009.  
Utah’s governor and the head of the State Department of Human Services have  
both approved the curricula.
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cCI& &&2$806#&NI&L066;%&q&7$8$*0&G$?8$*,$%X;1&V02%*3$%#$0&-E"?#0$%&2%#&W.)+EQ&A&-E"?#&e$?i
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AhI& &&?0"+63%&H30%1&TPUV&W.)+EQ&!$2?+E&-.%,$0%*H&M$0/",$*&2%#&-20$1&AB&?6"%",06&H$*$08,<&q&

H$9)60+;83&JEE0"8*&cgj1&cgC&SABBgTI
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http://www.apa.org/topics/Gender3.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/cnp/hprograms/yrbs/05/default.html
http://www.apa.org/topics/sorientation.pdf
http://www.apa.org/topics/Gender3.pdf
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H$*K;%*$*&+;&D$5)06&^8"$%+0+";%1&S$J.0+&.D&+E$&V2*Y&d.0,$&.%&AJJ0.J0"2+$&VE$02J$)+",&
S$*J.%*$*&+.&M$4)2?&]0"$%+2+".%&gURhcSABBCT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PPMMMI0K0I;89PK"P69/,P
K)/6",0+";%*P+<$80K$)+",R8$*K;%*$IK#E&o<$8$"%0E+$8&V2*Y&d.0,$&S$J.0+&.%&VE$02J$)+",&
S$*J.%*$*pZ&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;6;9",06&J**;,"0+";%1&A1A&!$?J&-$%+$0Q&M$4)2?&]0"$%+2+".%&
2%#&!.B.*$4)2?"+G&c&SABBCT&<++K-PPMMMI0K0<$6K,$%+$8I;89P08+",6$*PK#EIK<Ku"#vgc&
o<$8$"%0E+$8&M$4)2?&]0"$%+2+".%&\&!.B.*$4)2?"+GpI&

ghI& &&2"0%%0&VI&'*80$6&q&G;%06#&VI&708>$8&''1&V02%*3$%#$0&-20$Q&S$,.BB$%#$#&P)"#$?"%$*H&
102,+",2?&'%D.0B2+".%H&2%#&1$0*.%2?&A,,.)%+*&cghRU&S7$QK6$&Y%">$8*"+3&N8$**&cCCjTZ&
2$806#&NI&L066;%1&102,+",$&I"+E&V02%*3$%#$0$#&-E"?#0$%1&"%&M.,"2?&M$0/",$*&I"+E&
V02%*3$%#$0$#&W.)+E&hC1&UURf&S2$806#&NI&L066;%1&$#I1&cCCCTI

gUI& &M$$&"#K
gfI& &&L066;%1&*)J02&%;+$&gh1&0+&UcZ&'*80$6&q&708>$81&*)J02&%;+$&gh1&0+&cghRUZ&48"66&q&N$KK$81&

*)J02&%;+$&AB1&0+&jhRUZ&[06+$8&L$3$8&'''&$+&06I1&VE$&!200G&U$%(2B"%&'%+$0%2+".%2?&P$%#$0&
OG*JE.0"2&A**.,"2+".%`*&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$&D.0&P$%#$0&'#$%+"+G&O"*.0#$0*&dRC&Sf+<&$#I&ABBcT&
o<$8$"%0E+$8&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$p&

gjI& &&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<"0+8",&J**;,"0+";%1&O"23%.*+",&2%#&M+2+"*+",2?&c2%)2?&.D&c$%+2?&
O"*.0#$0*&Ujf1&Udc&Sh+<&$#I1&+$5+&8$>"*";%&ABBBT&o<$8$"%0E+$8&JNJ1&OMci'giVSpI

gdI& &&&M$$&3$%$02??G&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$H&*)J02&%;+$&gfZ&[06+$8&^I&4;,O+"%9&q&V6"&?;6$Q0%1&A&
-.BJ0$E$%*"/$&AJJ0.2,E&+.&+E$&V0$2+B$%+&.D&P$%#$0&OG*JE.0"21&"%&P$%#$0&OG*JE.0"2Q&
'%+$0#"*,"J?"%20G&AJJ0.2,E$*&"%&-?"%",2?&c2%23$B$%+&cgc&S[I^I&4;,O+"%9&q&VI&?;6$Q0%&
$#*I1&cCCATI

gCI& &&JNJ1&OMci'giVS1&*)J02&%;+$&gj1&0+&UjdZ&'*80$6&q&708>$81&*)J02&%;+$&gh1&0+&cgARgI
hBI& &&M$$&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$1&*)J02&%;+$&gfI&7<$&!0883&4$%(0Q"%&'%+$8%0+";%06&2$%#$8&

G3*K<;8"0&J**;,"0+";%&,<0%9$#&"+*&%0Q$&+;&+<$&[;86#&N8;E$**";%06&J**;,"0+";%&E;8&
780%*9$%#$8&!$06+<&"%&ABBfI

hcI& &&'#K&0+&CZ&*$$&2?*.&7$8$*0&G$?8$*,$%X;&q&2$806#&NI&L066;%1&M$0/"%3&V02%*3$%#$0&W.)+EQ&
VE$&S.?$&.D&+E$&-E"?#&e$?D20$&MG*+$B&cC&S?<"6#&[$6E08$&.$09)$&;E&JQ$8",0&ABBBTI

hAI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&\"0%01&0&cfR3$08R;6#&Q)6+"80,"06&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&c1&ABBdTI&

hgI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&#$+$%+";%&M;8O$8&S=)63&Af1&ABBjTI&
hhI& &48"66&q&N$KK$81&*)J02&%;+$&AB1&0+&ChI&
hUI& &M$$&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$1&*)J02&%;+$&gf1&0+&cAI&
hfI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8&S=)63&U1&ABBjTI&
hjI& &M$$H&$K3KH%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%,"0#.3,#$%$,01%&%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%H=#?6_eB%cYYk^6%
hdI& &M$$&M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$1&*)J02&%;+$&gf1&0+&CRccI
hCI& &'#K&0+&cI

3

http://www.apahelpcenter.org/articles/pdf.php?id=31
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/reprint/113/6/1827
http://healthyminds.org/More-Info-For/GayLesbianBisexuals.aspx
http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publications/therapeutic-response.pdf
http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publications/therapeutic-response.pdf
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?08$&E;8&780%*9$%#$8&N0+"$%+*m&SABBdT&o<$8$"%0E+$8&AcA&S$*.?)+".%&566pI&

UcI& &&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;6;9",06&J**;,"0+";%1&lN;6",3&D+0+$Q$%+-&780%*9$%#$81&2$%#$8&'#$%R
+"+31&q&2$%#$8&V5K8$**";%&F;%RG"*,8"Q"%0+";%1mS0#;K+$#&J)9I&ABBdT1&&
<++K-PPMMMI0K0I;89PK"P69/,PK;6",3P+80%*9$%#$8I<+Q6&o<$8$"%0E+$8&A1A&V02%*3$%#$0&
1.?",G&M+2+$B$%+pI

UAI& &&M$$&AcA&S$*.?)+".%&5661&*)J02&%;+$&UB1&0+&A1&%I&jZ&A1A&V02%*3$%#$0&1.?",G&M+2+$B$%+1&
*)J02&%;+$&UcI&M$$&2?*.&[;86#&N8;E$**";%06&J**;,"0+";%&E;8&780%*9$%#$8&!$06+<1&
`Q>EOb%D+&.,24&0,-"%-"%F#',4&+%7#4#)),0<%-*%O.#&0/#"0B%]#S%\#&)),5"/#"0B%&"'%
'%*)80%,$&?;>$809$&"%&+<$&YIDIJI1m&A&SABBdTI

UgI& &&A1A&V02%*3$%#$0&1.?",G&M+2+$B$%+1&*)J02&%;+$&UcI
UhI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&\36$1&0&cjR3$08R;6#&M<"+$&/"*$5)06&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&

+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&h1&ABBdTI&&
UUI& &L066;%&q&G$?8$*,$%X;1&*)J02&%;+$&cC1&0+&AAhRAAUZ&["6/$8&$+&06I1&*)K80&%;+$&cc1&0+&UdI
UfI& &&'#K&M$$&2?*.&H$/$,,0&\6$"%1&P0.)J&e.0Y&102,+",$&I"+E&V02%*3$%#$0$#&c2?$&+.&d$B2?$&M$4&

e.0Y$0*1&"%&M.,"2?&M$0/",$*&e"+E&V02%*3$%#$0$#&W.)+E1&CU1&CfRC&S2$806#&NI&L066;%1&$#I1&
cCCCTI&

UjI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&\36$1&0&cjR3$08R;6#&M<"+$&/"*$5)06&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&h1&ABBdTI

UdI& &&M$$&$K3KH&V2*Y&d.0,$&S$J.0+&.%&VE$02J$)+",&S$*J.%*$*H&*)J02&%;+$&gg1&0+&ccZ&JQ$8",0%&
J,0#$Q3&;E&?<"6#&q&J#;6$*,$%+&N*3,<"0+831&d2,+*&d.0&d2B"?"$*Q&P2GH&T$*C"2%H&2%#&U"i
*$4)2?&A#.?$*,$%+*&SABBfT1&<++K-PPMMMI00,0KI;89PK09$IMMu*$,+";%va0,+*wABE;8wAB
a0Q"6"$*q%0Q$v2031wAB.$*/"0%wAB0%#wAB4"*$5)06wABJ#;6$*,$%+*Z&M$4)2?&]0"$%i
+2+".%&2%#&!.B.*$4)2?"+G1&*)J02&%;+$&gg1&0+&AZ&JQ$8",0%&L$#",06&J**;,"0+";%1&S$*.?)+".%&
7>=Q&1.?",G&M+2+$B$%+&.%&M$4)2?&]0"$%+2+".%&S$J202+"/$&l-.%/$0*".%m&VE$02JG&SJK8"6&ABBBT1&
<++K-PPMMMI0Q0R0**%I;89PQ$$+"%9*PK)/6",P0%%)06BBP8$K;8+*P8$E,;Q$PUBfI8+EI&

UCI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&()#9$&SD$KI&AU1&ABBjTI&
fBI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&D0Q1&0%&cdR3$08R;6#&JE8",0%RJQ$8",0%RQ)6+"80,"061&

/"*$5)06&Q06$&3;)+<&SL03&U1&ABBdTI
fcI& &&M$$&V2*Y&d.0,$&S$J.0+&.%&VE$02J$)+",&S$*J.%*$*H&*)J02&%;+$&gg1&0+&cRA1&ccZ&M$4)2?&]0"$%+2i

+".%&2%#&!.B.*$4)2?"+G1&*)K80&%;+$&gg&0+&AZ&28$9;83&LI&!$8$O&q&."%#0&GI&208%$+*1&
M$4)2?&]0"$%+2+".%&2%#&c$%+2?&!$2?+EH&g&J%%I&H$>I&?6"%",06&N*3,<;6I&gUg1&gUC&SABBjTI

fAI& &&M$$&P2GnT$*C"2%nU"*$4)2?*1&*)J02&%;+$&gA&SJ,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<"0+8",&J*R
*;,"0+";%1&*$5)06&0/)*$&#;$*&%;+&0KK$08&+;&/$&Q;8$&K8$>06$%+&0Q;%9&,<"6#8$%&M<;&
98;M&)K&+;&"#$%+"E3&0*&6$*/"0%1&9031&;8&/"*$5)06&+<0%&"+&#;$*&E;8&+<$"8&<$+$8;*$5)06&
,;)%+$8K08+*IT&

fgI& &&H"+,<&?I&D0>"%R["66"0Q*1&g$0C2?&2%#&1EG*",2?&AC)*$&2*&M+0$**.0*&"%&+E$&T"/$*&.D&T$*C"2%H&P2G&
c2?$H&2%#&U"*$4)2?&W.)+E*Q&&A**.,"2+".%*&I"+E&M,E..?&10.C?$B*H&S)%%"%3&AI2GH&M)C*+2%,$&
AC)*$H&10.*+"+)+".%H&2%#&M)","#$H&fA&=I&?;%*)6+I&q&?6"%I&N*3,<;6I&Afc1&Afg&ScCChTZ&L$9&
V08+*1&M+0$**.0*&"%&+E$&T"/$*&.D&PTUV[&W.)+E1&ch-h&780%*"+";%*&c1&g&S=)%$&ABBAT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&
<++K-PPMMMI0#>;,0+$*E;83;)+<I;89P*+;809$P0#>E3P#;,)Q$%+*P+80%*"+";%*chBhIK#EI

fhI& &&28$9;83&LI&!$8$O1&d2,+*&AC.)+&!.B.*$4)2?"+G&2%#&-E"?#&c.?$*+2+".%H&<++K-PP
K*3,<;6;93I),#0>"*I$#)P80"%/;MP<+Q6PE0,+*eQ;6$*+0+";%I<+Q6Z&."%#0&2;6#Q0%1&
-.B"%3&])+H&-.B"%3&'%Q&X)0+)0"%3&+E$&e$??iU$"%3&2%#&'%,?)*".%&.D&P2G&W.)+E&"%&
c2"%*+0$2B&M.,"$+G&hARg&SH;)+6$#9$&ABBdTZ&F0+<0%"$6&L,?;%09<31&12$#.JE$?"2Q&A&

http://psychology.ucdavis.edu/rainbow/html/facts_molestation.html
http://www.aacap.org/page.ww?section=Facts%20for%20Families&name=Gay,%20Lesbian%20and%20Bisexual%20Adolescents
http://www.aacap.org/page.ww?section=Facts%20for%20Families&name=Gay,%20Lesbian%20and%20Bisexual%20Adolescents
http://www.ama-assn.org/meetings/public/annual00/reports/refcome/506.rtf
http://www.advocatesforyouth.org/storage/advfy/documents/transitions1404.pdf
http://psychology.ucdavis.edu/rainbow/html/facts_molestation.html
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06I1&A0$&-E"?#0$%&2+&S"*Y&D.0&M$4)2?&AC)*$&CG&!.B.*$4)2?*R1&Ch&N$#"0+8",*&hc1&hgRh&ScCChTI

fUI& &&?;66"$8&LI&?;6$1&L",<0$6&^`4;36$1&.$$&VI&VQ;831&q&[06+<$8&=I&L$3$8&'''1&-.B.0C"#"+G&
.D&P$%#$0&OG*JE.0"2&2%#&.+E$0&c2(.0&1*G,E"2+0",&O"23%.*$*H&Af&J8,<">$*&;E&D$5)06&
N#1&3,-.%_fB%c_%H_XXg^%H4,0,"5%01.##%)0(',#)%$,01%),/,+&.%2"',"5)%4-/;+#0#'%-3#.%
+<$&*K0%&;E&cg&3$08*TZ&2$;89$&HI&48;M%1&V02%*/$*+"*B&2%#&P$%#$0&'#$%+"+G&O"*.0#$0&"%&
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&

3



Chapter 4



61

 A
tt

em
pt

s 
to

 C
ha

ng
e,

 C
on

tr
ol

, 
or

 P
un

is
h 

LG
B

T 
A

do
le

sc
en

t 
S

ex
ua

l O
ri
en

ta
ti

on
 a

nd
 G

en
de

r 
Id

en
ti

ty

Attempts to Change, Control, or Punish LGBT  
Adolescent Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

4

@cG&*.,"2?&I.0Y$0&"*&+E$&C$*+&+E"%3&"%&BG&?"D$K&eE$%&BG&*.,"2?&I.0Y$0&*2"#&"+&"*&"%&+E$&?2I&
C..Y&+E2+&G.)&,2%%.+&C$&J)%"*E$#&.0&#"*0$*J$,+$#&D.0&C$"%3&32GH&"+&32/$&B$&J.I$0K&VE2+&"*&+E$&

C$*+&+E"%3&BG&*.,"2?&I.0Y$0&2%#&()#3$&#"#&D.0&B$KLc

—Brianna, 17-year-old black-Asian lesbian youth 

?<0K+$8&g1&l?;QQ;%&L"*K$8,$K+";%*&0%#&4"0*$*&J/;)+&.247&:;)+<&"%&+<$&?8"Q"%06&=)*R
+",$&D3*+$Q1m&#$*,8"/$*&,;QQ;%63&<$6#&Q"*,;%,$K+";%*&0/;)+&.247&3;)+<I&[<$%&()>$%"6$&
()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q0O$&#$,"*";%*&8$60+$#&+;&088$*+1&,<089"%91&0#()#",0+";%1&0%#&#"*K;*"R
+";%&/0*$#&;%&+<$*$&Q"*,;%,$K+";%*1&+<$&K80,+",06&$EE$,+&"*&+;&K)%"*<&;8&l,8"Q"%06"X$m&.247&
0#;6$*,$%+&*$5)06"+3&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&

Police Targeting and Abuse of LGBT Youth

&@'D&+E$0$&"*&2&,.%#.B&.%&G.)H&+E$&,.J*&I"??&*2G&aG.)`0$&"%/.?/$#&"%b&J0.*+"+)+".%KLA&
—Jason, 22-year-old white and Latino gay male youth 

Q,01%',)4.#0,-"%-3#.%&..#)0%&"'%.#+#&)#%'#4,),-")B%;-+,4#%-*24#.)%)#.3#%&)%5&0#[##;#.)%0-%01#%
()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q1&3$+&+<$3&#;&%;+&06M03*&0KK63&+<"*&#"*,8$+";%&E0"863I&J,,;8#"%9&+;&0&
cYYU%E/"#)0<%W"0#."&0,-"&+%.#;-.0B%;-+,4#%.#5(+&.+<%;.-2+#%LJNO%<-(01%&)%4.,/,"&+)B%&"'%
*$6$,+">$63&$%E;8,$&60M*&8$60+"%9&+;&K)/6",&*$5)06&$5K8$**";%&;8&,;%#),+&0%#&Q"%;8&lW)06"+3&
;E&6"E$m&;EE$%*$*1&*),<&0*&6;"+$8"%91&K)/6",&#8)%O$%%$**1&K)/6",&)8"%0+";%1&0%#&6"++$8"%9Ig&'%&
0##"+";%1&K;6",$&08$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&0/)*$&.247&3;)+<1&K08+",)60863&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0%#&
.247&3;)+<&;E&,;6;81&+<0%&.247&0#)6+*Ih&

D-"),)0#"0%$,01%01#)#%.#)#&.41%2"',"5)B%&+/-)0%gY%;#.4#"0%-*%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%)(.3#<%.#R
*K;%#$%+*&"%#",0+$#&+<0+&K;6",$&Q"*+8$0+Q$%+&M0*&0&l>$83&*$8";)*m&;8&l*;Q$M<0+&*$8"R
;)*m&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<IU&D$>$806&"%+$8>"$M$$*&06*;&098$$#&+<0+&K;6",$&"%&+<$"8&()R
8"*#",+";%&;E+$%&+089$+&.247&3;)+<I&D;Q$&/$6"$>$#&+<0+&K;6",$&M$8$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&088$*+&
0%#&,<089$&.247&3;)+<&E;8&,8"Q$*&/$,0)*$&l+<$3&$W)0+$&<;Q;*$5)06"+3&M"+<&#$>"0%,3Imf&
E)%-"#%;.-)#4(0-.%#S;+&,"#'B%`W0%1&)%?##"%/<%#S;#.,#"4#%$1#"%-*24#.)%#"4-("0#.%LJNO%
()>$%"6$*& "%& 088$*+R+3K$& *"+)0+";%*1& +<$&K;6",$& %;8Q0663& 0**)Q$& +<0+& +<$"8&.247& *+0+)*&
6% 6% 6% ,)%&"%,"V(#"4#%&)%&%?&4[5.-("'%*&40-.%,"%01#,.%4.,/,"&+%&40,3,0<6aj& '%&E;,)*&98;)K*1&
3;)+<&#$*,8"/$#&$5K$8"$%,"%9&*),<&K;6",$&<080**Q$%+I&a;8&$50QK6$1&cfR3$08R;6#&:>$++$&
#$*,8"/$#&0&#"*+)8/"%9&$%,;)%+$8& +<0+& *<$&0%#&<$8& E8"$%#*&<0#&M"+<& +<$&K;6",$I&[<$%&
&;;.-&41#'%?<%01#%;-+,4#B%K3#00#A)%*.,#"'%#S;+&,"#'%0-%01#%-*24#.B%`WA/%"-0%'-,"5%"-01R
"%9Im& '%& 8$*K;%*$1& +<$& K;6",$& K$KK$8R*K803$#& 0%#& 088$*+$#& <$8I& :>$++$& ,;%,6)#$#& +<0+&
l+<$&M<;6$&*"+)0+";%&<0KK$%$#&/$,0)*$&M$&M$8$&903Imd&J%;+<$8&3;)+<1&H)**$661&M<;&"*&
/"*$5)061&8$K;8+$#-

lQ1#"%01#%;-+,4#%-*24#.m%*-("'%-(0%01&0%W%$&)%?,l)#S(&+mB%1#%4&++#'%&"-01#.%-*24#.%
+;&+<$&*,$%$&0%#&+<$3&()*+&O"%#&;E&M$%+&;EE&+;&+<$&*"#$&0%#&*+08+$#&+06O"%9&0/;)+&"+I&
!$&,0Q$&/0,O&0%#&<$&K0++$#&Q$&#;M%&0%#&+<8$M&Q$&"%&+<$&,08&0%#&+;6#&Q$&'&M0*&
9;"%9&+;&(0"6I&7<$&M<;6$&M03&+;&(0"6&<$&O$K+&+$66"%9&Q$&'&M0*&*",O&0%#&#"*9)*+"%9IC&
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F&"<%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%.#;-.0#'%01&0%01#%;-+,4#%;.-2+#%01#/%&)%;.-)0,0(0#)6%\())#++%#SR
K60"%$#1&lo7<$8$&08$p&K;K)608&*+8$$+*&+<0+&08$&E;8&+80%*&o3;)+<p&0%#&K;6",$&8$,;9%"X$&+<0+I&
I&I&I&?;K*&M"66&*+;K&3;)&0%#&0*O&M<0+&3;)&08$&#;"%9&+<$8$I&I&I&I&7<$&,;K*&M"66&O$$K&0*O"%91&
_:;)`8$&M;8O"%91&8"9<+u`&mcB%E"-01#.%<-(01B%O<+#.B%)&,'%01&0%&%;-+,4#%-*24#.%)0-;;#'%1,/%&)%
<$&M0*&M06O"%9&;%&+<$&*+8$$+1&#8$**$#&"%&#809&S"I$I&M$08"%9&0&M"91&#8$**1&Q0O$R)K1&$+,IT1&0%#&
,"),)0#'%-"%)##,"5%,'#"0,24&0,-"6%`lO1#%;-+,4#%-*24#.m%)&,'%01&0%01#%.#&)-"%1#%)0-;;#'%/#%
M0*&*)*K",";%&;E&*;6","+"%9&*$5I&I&I&I&'&<0#&+;&*<;M&<"Q&$>"#$%,$&+<0+&'&M0*&9;"%9&+;&0&#809&
*<;M&/$E;8$&+<$3&6$+&Q$&9;I&I&I&I&[<$%$>$8&'&M;)6#&#8$**&)K&"%&#8091&o+<$&K;6",$&<080**Q$%+p&
M0*&<;88"/6$Imcc&

'%&*;Q$&"%*+0%,$*1&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&8$K;8+$#&K;6",$&;K$%63&Q;,O"%9&+<$Q&"%&0%&0++$QK+&
+;&K8;>;O$&0&8$*K;%*$I&^%$&3;)+<1&\36$1&8$Q08O$#&+<0+&K;6",$&<0>$&l%;&8$*K$,+m&E;8&+80%*R
9$%#$8&3;)+<-&l'&+<"%O&+<$3&K)8K;*$63&,066&3;)&I&I&I&/3&3;)8&/";6;9",06&*$5&()*+&+;&Q$**&M"+<&
3;)&0%#&Q0O$&3;)&0%983&*;& +<$3&<0>$&0&8$0*;%&+;& +0O$&3;)& "%ImcA'J%;+<$8& +80%*9$%#$8&
3;)+<1&."631&#$*,8"/$#&+<$&E;66;M"%9&"%,"#$%+-&

O1#%-*24#.)%$#.#%/&[,"5%*("%-*%/#6%O1#<%$#.#%)&<,"5%W%1&'%/&[#(;%-"%l&"'%&)[R
"%9p&l[<0+&"*&<$um&'&,;)6#&<$08&+<$QI&7<$&,;K*&M$8$&,066"%9&Q$&l<$R*<$Im&J%#&'&
,;)6#%`+&+06O&/0,O&+;&+<$&,;KI&'&#"#%`+&<0>$&+<0+&0/"6"+3I&J%#&'&E$6+&"E&'&+06O$#&/0,O&+;&
+<$&,;K&"+&M;)6#&Q0O$&Q3&*"+)0+";%&M;8*$I&7<$&,;K*&*<;)6#%`+&Q0O$&E)%&;E&K$;K6$&
6"O$&+<0+I&'+&M0*&>$83&<)8+E)6Icg&

Overcharging LGBT Youth with Sex Offenses 

l'D&"+`*&+I.&C.G*&2%#&+E$G`0$&C.+E&G.)%3&.0&"+`*&+I.&3"0?*H&+E$0$`*&2&+$%#$%,G&+.&2**)B$&"+`*&
2C)*$K&ae"+Eb&.JJ.*"+$&3$%#$0*&+E$G`0$&B.0$&?"Y$?G&+.&*2G&oe$??H&G.)&Y%.IH&+E$G`0$&$4J$0"i

B$%+"%3K &̀ae"+E&*2B$i*$4&C$E2/".0b&+E$0$`*&2&+$%#$%,G&+.&J)+&+E$&I.0*+&*J"%&.%&"+Imch

—a juvenile defender

'%&$>$83&*+0+$1&09$R;ER,;%*$%+& 60M*&K8;<"/"+&*$5)06&0,+">"+3&M"+<&3;)+<&)%#$8&0&,$8+0"%&
09$&/0*$#&;%&+<$&K8$*)QK+";%&+<0+&3;)+<&#;&%;+&<0>$&+<$&,0K0,"+3&+;&9">$&,;%*$%+IcU&'%&
Q0%3& *+0+$*1& +<$*$& 60M*&0KK63& +;& ,;%*$%*)06& *$5)06& 0,+">"+3&/$+M$$%&3;)+<&;E& *"Q"608&
09$*&M<;&08$&/;+<&)%#$8&+<$&09$&;E&,;%*$%+Icf&7<$*$&60M*&08$&%;+&06M03*&0KK6"$#&$>$%631&
<;M$>$8I&:;)+<&"%&*+0+$&,)*+;#31&3;)+<&"%>;6>$#&"%&"%+$880,"06&8$60+";%*<"K*1&0%#&.247&
3;)+<&08$&Q;8$& 6"O$63& +;&/$&K8;*$,)+$#& E;8&09$R0KK8;K8"0+$&,;%*$%*)06& *$5)06&0,+">"+3&
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Inappropriate and Harmful Dispositions 
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Unnecessary Sex Offender Treatment
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Reparative Therapy

D$>$806&"%+$8>"$M$$*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&,;)8+*&<0#&06*;&;8#$8$#&.247&3;)+<&+;&)%#$89;&,;)%R
*$6"%9&+;&0##8$**]0%#&*;Q$+"Q$*&+;&,<0%9$]+<$"8&l*$5)06&"#$%+"+3&,;%E)*";%m&;8&l9$%#$8&
,;%E)*";%Imgc&V>$83&Q0(;8&<$06+<&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&;890%"X0+";%1&"%,6)#"%9&+<$&JQ$8",0%&
L$#",06&J**;,"0+";%1&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;6;9",06&J**;,"0+";%1&JQ$8",0%&J,0#$Q3&;E&?<"6#&
0%#&J#;6$*,$%+&N*3,<"0+831&JQ$8",0%&?;)%*$6"%9&J**;,"0+";%1&0%#&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;0%0R
63+",&J**;,"0+";%1&<0*&,;%#$Q%$#&066&E;8Q*&;E&*),<&,;)%*$6"%91&;E+$%&8$E$88$#&+;&0*&l8$K080R
+">$&+<$80K3ImgA&

Policy Statements from the Medical and Mental Health Professions

The American Medical Association opposes “any psychiatric treatment, such as ‘reparative’ 
or ‘conversion’ therapy, which is based upon the assumption that homosexuality per se is 
a mental disorder or based upon the a priori assumption that the patients should change 
his or her homosexual orientation.”33

The American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry notes, “Parents need to clearly 
understand that [homosexual] sexual orientation is not a mental disorder. . . . Therapy di-
%$(6$)*4#$(&+(3//2*36*(<3'@&'@*4$"13/*-%&$'636&-'*&4*'-6*%$(-..$')$)*3')*.32*8$*<3%.71/*
for an unwilling teen. It may create more confusion and anxiety by reinforcing the negative 
thoughts and emotions with which the youngster is already struggling.”34 

The American Counseling Association “opposes the promotion of ‘reparative’ therapy as a 
cure for individuals who are homosexual.”35 

The American Psychoanalytic Association believes that “[p]sychoanalytic technique  
does not encompass purposeful efforts to ‘convert’ or ‘repair’ an individual’s sexual  
orientation.”36
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Endnotes
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http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publications/therapeutic-response.pdf
http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publications/therapeutic-response.pdf
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http://www.ama-assn.org/meetings/public/annual00/reports/refcome/506.rtf
http://www.aacap.org/page.ww?section=Facts%20for%20Families&name=Gay,%20Lesbian%20and%20Bisexual%20Adolescents
http://www.aacap.org/page.ww?section=Facts%20for%20Families&name=Gay,%20Lesbian%20and%20Bisexual%20Adolescents
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&"'%-"4#%,"%01#%)<)0#/%4&"%"#5&0,3#+<%,"V(#"4#%01#%0.&G#40-.<%-*%01#,.%4&)#)6

Stigma, Rejection, and Harassment Negatively Impact the  
Development of LGBT Youth

7<$&*+"9Q01&8$($,+";%1&0%#&<080**Q$%+&+<0+&Q0%3&.247&3;)+<&E0,$&"%&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*1&*,<;;6*1&
0%#& ,;QQ)%"+"$*& ,0%& %$90+">$63& "QK0,+& +<$"8& K*3,<;*;,"06& #$>$6;KQ$%+& 0%#& /$<0>";8I&
G)8"%9&0#;6$*,$%,$1&.247&3;)+<1&6"O$&+<$"8&%;%R.247&K$$8*1&)%#$89;&,;QK6$5&K<3*",061&
K*3,<;*;,"061&,;9%"+">$1&0%#&*$5)06&,<0%9$*&0%#&Q)*+& 6$08%&+;&Q0*+$8&0&80%9$&;E&*O"66*IA&
.247&3;)+<&<0>$&+<$&0##$#&,<066$%9$&;E&,;%+$%#"%9&M"+<&+<$*$&#$>$6;KQ$%+06&,<0%9$*&
$1,+#%),/(+0&"#-()+<%"#5-0,&0,"5%01#%',*24(+0,#)%-*%+,3,"5%$,01%&%)0,5/&0,:#'%,'#"0,0<6%

.247R8$60+$#&*+"9Q01&8$($,+";%1&0%#&<080**Q$%+&<0>$&*;,"061&/$<0>";8061&0%#&<$06+<R8$60+$#&
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+<0+&0#;6$*,$%+*&08$&K08+",)60863&*)*,$K+"/6$&+;&+<$&<08Q&;E&8$($,+";%&0%#&<080**Q$%+&/$R
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,0%&6$0#&+;&#$6"%W)$%,3IU&
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Impact of Family Rejection and School Harassment 
on LGBT Youth Involvement in the Juvenile  
Justice System
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&/;+#B%)-/#%4-//-"%.#);-")#)%0-%0.&(/&%,"4+('#%?#,"5%V--'#'%$,01%&"5#.%*.-/%01#%;&)0%
+<0+&"*&;)+&;E&K8;K;8+";%&+;&+<$&K8$*$%+&K8;>;,0+";%1&/$"%9&*$6ERK8;+$,+">$&M<$%&+<8$0+$%$#1&
0%#&K$8,$">"%9&;+<$8*&0*&<;*+"6$I&N8;E$**";%06*&M;8O"%9&"%&+<$& ()*+",$&*3*+$Q&*<;)6#&%;+&
*"QK6"*+",0663&>"$M&3;)+<`*&8$0,+">$&8$*K;%*$*& +;& +80)Q0&0*&/$<0>";8*&8$W)"8"%9&K)%"*<R
Q$%+I&'%*+$0#1&+<$3&*<;)6#&<$6K&+<$&3;)+<&+;&Q0O$&K$0,$&M"+<&+<$&K0*+Z&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$"8&
;M%&+80)Q0R8$60+$#&0%5"$+31&<3K$8>"9"60%,$1&0%#&#$K8$**";%Z&0%#& 6$08%&%$M1&K8;#),+">$&
8$*K;%*$*&+;&8$($,+";%&0%#&K8;>;,0+";%If

Family Rejection

l1$.J?$&aI.0Y"%3&"%&+E$&()/$%"?$&()*+",$&*G*+$Bb&%$$#&+.&E2/$&2&C$++$0&)%#$0*+2%#"%3&
.D&IE2+&TPUV&G.)+E&20$&3."%3&+E0.)3EH&%.+&()*+&IE2+&+E$G&#"#Kmj&

— Jason, a 22-year-old white and Latino gay male youth

F-.#%01&"%X%-(0%-*%_Y%)(.3#<%.#);-"'#"0)%,'#"0,2#'%+&4[%-*%;&.#"0&+%)(;;-.0%&)%&%`3#.<%
*$8";)*m&;8&l*;Q$M<0+&*$8";)*m&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&

Family rejection leads to negative outcomes for youth and impacts all aspects 
of the court process.
Q1,+#%/&"<%*&/,+,#)%)(;;-.0%01#,.%LJNO%41,+'.#"B%)-/#%;&.#"0)%1&3#%',*24(+0<%4-/,"5%0-%
+$8Q*&M"+<&+<$"8&,<"6#`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&N08$%+*&<0>$&,;QK08$#&+<$&
*$%*$&;E&6;**&0%#&#$>0*+0+";%&+<$3&E$$6&)K;%&6$08%"%9&+<$"8&,<"6#&"*&.247&+;&Q;)8%"%9&+<$&
#$0+<&;E&0&,<"6#Id&^%$&*+)#3&E;)%#&+<0+&hU&K$8,$%+&;E&K08$%+*&M$8$&0%9831&*",O1&;8&#"*9)*+$#&
$1#"%2.)0%+#&.","5%-*%01#,.%41,+'A)%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%-.%5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<6C&J%;+<$8&*+)#3&
*<;M$#&+<0+&0KK8;5"Q0+$63&gB&K$8,$%+&;E&.247&3;)+<&M$8$&K<3*",0663&0/)*$#&/3&E0Q"63&
Q$Q/$8*&0*&0&8$*)6+&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3IcB&.247&3;)+<&;E&066&80,$*&
0%#&$+<%","+"$*&<0>$&$5K$8"$%,$#&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&0%#&"*;60+";%Icc&

=&/,+<%.#G#40,-"%-*%LJNO%<-(01%,)%&%),5",24&"0%.,)[%*&40-.%01&0%4&"%"#5&0,3#+<%,/;&40%1#&+01%
&"'%/#"0&+%1#&+01%-(04-/#)6%\#)#&.41#.)% *.-/%01#%=&/,+<%E44#;0&"4#%>.-G#40Z01#%2.)0%
Q0(;8&*+)#3&;E&.247&0#;6$*,$%+*&0%#&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*]<0>$&#;,)Q$%+$#&+<$&"QK0,+&;E&E0QR
"63&8$*K;%*$*&+;&,<"6#8$%`*&$Q$89"%9&.247&"#$%+"+"$*IcA&F;+&*)8K8"*"%9631&+<$3&E;)%#&+<0+&
E0Q"63&0,,$K+0%,$&"*&0%&"QK;8+0%+&K8;+$,+">$&E0,+;81&0%#&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&6$0#*&+;&*$8";)*&
%$90+">$&;)+,;Q$*&E;8&.247&3;)+<I&.$*/"0%1&9031&0%#&/"*$5)06&3;)%9&0#)6+*&M<;&$5K$R
8"$%,$#&<"9<&6$>$6*&;E& E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&#)8"%9&0#;6$*,$%,$&M$8$&dIh&+"Q$*&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&
<0>$&0++$QK+$#&*)","#$1&UIC&+"Q$*&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&8$K;8+&<"9<&6$>$6*&;E&#$K8$**";%1&gIh&+"Q$*&
Q;8$& 6"O$63& +;&)*$& "66$906&#8)9*1&0%#&gIh& +"Q$*&Q;8$& 6"O$63& +;& 8$K;8+&<0>"%9&$%909$#& "%&
)%K8;+$,+$#&*$5&,;QK08$#&M"+<&K$$8*&8$K;8+"%9&%;&;8&6;M&6$>$6*&;E&8$($,+";%Icg&a0Q"63&0,R
4#;0&"4#%&"'%.#G#40,-"%&+)-%),5",24&"0+<%&**#40#'%)#+*R#)0##/B%&44#))%0-%)-4,&+%)(;;-.0B%&"'%
6"E$&*0+"*E0,+";%Ich&
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Family rejection underlies a number of specific offenses with which LGBT 
youth are charged.
LJNO%<-(01%$1-%#S;#.,#"4#%4-"V,40)%&0%1-/#%?#4&()#%-*%01#,.%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%-.%5#"R
'#.%,'#"0,0<%&.#%&0%.,)[%-*%#"0#.,"5%01#%)<)0#/%*-.%);#4,24%4&0#5-.,#)%-*%41&.5#)%+,[#%)0&0()%
;EE$%*$*1&#;Q$*+",&#"*+)8/0%,$*1&0%#&*)8>">06&,8"Q$*I

Ungovernability or incorrigibility
7(/#.-()% ,"0#.3,#$##)%-?)#.3#'%01&0% ,"0#.R*&/,+<%4-"V,40)%)0#//,"5%*.-/%;&.#"0)A% .#R
E)*06&+;&0,,$K+&0&,<"6#`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&E8$W)$%+63&6$0#&+;&K8;*$,)+;8*&
2+,"5%41&.5#)%-*%("5-3#."&?,+,0<%H&+)-%4&++#'%,"4-..,5,?,+,0<^6%O1,)%-**#")#%.#*#.)%0-%<-(01%
$1-%&.#%?#<-"'%01#%4-"0.-+%-*%01#,.%;&.#"0)%-.%5(&.',&")6%9"#%,"0&[#%-*24#.%.#;-.0#'%01&0%
C&;)+&;E&cB&.247&3;)+<&$%+$8"%9&+<$&*3*+$Q&"%&<$8& ()8"*#",+";%&<0>$&/$$%&,<089$#&M"+<&
)%9;>$8%0/"6"+31&,)8E$M&>";60+";%*1&;8&+8)0%,31&/0*$#&K8"Q08"63&;%&+<$&K08$%+*`&;/($,+";%*&
+;&+<$"8&,<"6#8$%`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%IcU&^%$&#$E$%#$8&*)QQ$#&)K&+<$&K8;/6$Q&"%&+<"*&M03-&

'&*;Q$M<0+&/60Q$&+<$&()#","06&*3*+$Q&"%&+<0+&+<$3`8$&o+$66"%9&3;)+<p1&l:;)`8$&%;+&
;/$3"%9&3;)8&K08$%+*Im&4)+&"E&3;)8&K08$%+*&;8#$8&3;)&%;+&+;&/$&9031&<;M&#;&3;)&#;&
+<0+u&'E&+<$3&+$66&3;)&<;M&+;&/$&0%#&3;)&8$E)*$&+;&/$&M<;&3;)`8$&%;+1&+<$3&,<089$&
3;)&M"+<&/$"%9&/$3;%#&,;%+8;6Icf&

J,O%;M6$#9"%9&+<$&*$8";)*&<08Q&+<0+&60,O&;E&E0Q"63&*)KK;8+&,0%&,0)*$&0&,<"6#1&*;Q$&()#9R
$*&*0"#&+<$3&;EE$8&,;)%*$6"%9&+;&E0Q"6"$*&M<;&08$&*+8)996"%9&+;&0,,$K+&+<$"8&,<"6#`*&.247&
"#$%+"+3&l*;&+<0+&+<$&K08$%+&,0%&#$06&M"+<&+<$"8&;M%&E$$6"%9*1&0%#&8$*K$,+&+<$"8&,<"6#&E;8&
M<;& +<$3& 08$Imcj&^%$& ()#9$&M<;&<0*& K8$*"#$#& ;>$8& *$>$806& *),<&)%9;>$8%0/"6"+3& ,0*$*&
$5K60"%$#-
&

'&+83&+;&<0>$&0&6$%9+<3&,;%>$8*0+";%&"%&E8;%+&;E&+<$&,<"6#&M"+<&+<$&K08$%+*I&'&+$66&+<$&
K08$%+*&<;M&9;;#&+<$"8&,<"6#&"*&0%#&<;M&+<$3&08$&6),O3&+<0+&+<$"8&,<"6#&"*&*;&9;;#I&
I&I&I&D$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&"*&*$,;%#083&0%#&*<;)6#%`+&/$&0%&"**)$Icd&

901#.%G('5#)B%1-$#3#.B%&.#%,++R#P(,;;#'%0-%.#);-"'%0-%01#)#%*&/,+<%4-"V,40)6%W"%-"#%4&)#%
"%&M<",<&0&Q;+<$8&,;)6#&%;+&0,,$K+&<$8&#0)9<+$8`*& 6$*/"0%"*Q1& +<$&K8$*"#"%9& ()#9$&#"#&
"-0%-.'#.%&"<%)#.3,4#)%0-%&''.#))%01#%,"0#.*&/,+,&+%4-"V,40%&"'%),/;+<%.#);-"'#'B%`Q#++%
Q0`0Q1&3;)&()*+&<0>$&+;&+06O&+;&3;)8&#0)9<+$8I&:;)1&3;)%9&60#31&<0>$&+;&)%#$8*+0%#&M<$8$&
3;)8&Q;+<$8&"*&,;Q"%9&E8;QImcC&

Runaways, homelessness, and survival crimes
a0Q"63&8$($,+";%&,0%&06*;&6$0#&+;&<;Q$6$**%$**I&D+)#"$*&<0>$&*<;M%&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&08$&
#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$63&8$K8$*$%+$#&"%&+<$&<;Q$6$**&3;)+<&K;K)60+";%1&Q0O"%9&)K&/$+M$$%&AB&
0%#&hB&K$8,$%+&;E&066&<;Q$6$**&3;)+<IAB&7<$*$&3;)%9&K$;K6$&Q03&/$&;%&+<$&8)%&E8;Q&0/)*">$&
E0Q"6"$*&0%#P;8&E;*+$8&,08$&K60,$Q$%+*&M<$8$&+<$3&<0>$&$5K$8"$%,$#&>$8/06&0%#&K<3*",06&
0/)*$&;%&0,,;)%+&;E&+<$"8&0,+)06&;8&K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&^%,$& Im
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;%&+<$&*+8$$+1&.247&3;)+<&;E+$%&<0>$&%;M<$8$&+;&+)8%&E;8&<$6K&;8&K8;+$,+";%I&D+)#"$*&<0>$&
*<;M%&+<0+&<;Q$6$**&.247&3;)+<&$5K$8"$%,$&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%1&0*&M$66&0*&0**0)6+*&/3&K$$8*1&
M<$%&+83"%9&+;&0,,$**&*$8>",$*&E;8&<;Q$6$**&3;)+<I21&=#$%)#.3,4#)%&.#%&3&,+&?+#%);#4,24&++<%
E;8&<;Q$6$**&.247&3;)+<Z&E;8&$50QK6$1&"%&F$M&:;8O&?"+31&M<$8$&+<$8$&08$&0KK8;5"Q0+$63&
gBYYY%LJNO%<-(01%$1-%&.#%1-/#+#))B%-"+<%ch%?#')%&.#%);#4,24&++<%&++-4&0#'%0-%LJNO%,"',R
>"#)06*IAA&!;Q$6$**%$**&06*;&$5K;*$*&.247&3;)+<&+;&0&<"9<&8"*O&;E&>",+"Q"X0+";%1&"%,6)#"%9&
0**0)6+1&8;//$83&0%#&80K$I&JQ;%9&<;Q$6$**&3;)+<1&.247&3;)+<&8$K;8+&+<$&<"9<$*+&80+$*&;E&
>",+"Q"X0+";%1&8"*O1&0%#&<$06+<&,;%,$8%*IAg&

H$*$08,<&*<;M*&+<0+&6$0>"%9&<;Q$&0*&0&8$*)6+&;E&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&"*&+<$&98$0+$*+&K8$#",+;8&;E&
E)+)8$&"%>;6>$Q$%+&M"+<&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<IAh&'%&0&*+)#3&;E&.247&
<;Q$6$**&3;)+<1&gC&K$8,$%+&8$K;8+$#&+<$3&<0#&/$$%&lO",O$#&;)+m&;E&+<$"8&<;Q$&/$,0)*$&;E&
+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&0%#&hU&K$8,$%+&8$K;8+$#&"%>;6>$Q$%+&M"+<&+<$&
()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QIAU&W"0#.3,#$)%$,01%;.-*#)),-"&+)%#41-#'%01#%.#)#&.41%2"',"5)T%/&"<%
;.-*#)),-"&+)%.#;-.0#'%01&0%4-"V,40)%?#0$##"%;&.#"0)%&"'%01#,.%41,+'.#"%-3#.%LJNO%,'#"0,R
+3&6$#&+;&3;)+<&8)%%"%9&0M031&M<",<&"*&0&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$&+<0+&,0%&8$*)6+&"%&,;)8+&"%+$8>$%+";%I&
.247&3;)+<&M<;&08$&<;Q$6$**&;E+$%&,;QQ"+&l*)8>">06&,8"Q$*1m&*),<&0*&+<$E+1&K8;*+"+)+";%1&
0%#&#8)9&*06$*1&+;&;/+0"%&6"E$&%$,$**"+"$*&6"O$&0#$W)0+$&<;)*"%9&0%#&E;;#I&
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Shoplifting 
]#3#.&+%-*%01#%'#*#"'#.)B%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)B%&"'%G(3#",+#%G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)%1&'%$-.[#'%
M"+<&<;Q$6$**&.247&3;)+<&M<;&+)8%$#&+;&*<;K6"E+"%9&E;8&+<$"8&/0*",&6"E$&%$,$**"+"$*1&*),<&
0*&+;;+<K0*+$&0%#&#$;#;80%+I&L;8$;>$81&0&E$M&K$;K6$&Q$%+";%$#&+<0+&*<;K6"E+"%9&,<089$*&
;E+$%&;,,)8&M<$%&3;)+<&,;)6#&%;+&;+<$8M"*$&;/+0"%&,6;+<"%9&"+$Q*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&+<$&;KR
K;*"+$&*$51&0%#&;%$&()#9$&8$Q08O$#&+<0+&,<089$*&090"%*+&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&"%&<$8&,;)8+R
8;;Q&Q;*+63&8$60+$#&+;&*<;K6"E+"%9IAf&

Prostitution
."O$&;+<$8&3;)+<&M<;&08$&<;Q$6$**1&.247&3;)+<&*;Q$+"Q$*&+)8%&+;&*$5&M;8O&E;8&*)8>">06IAj&
^%$&#$E$%#$8&%;+$#&+<0+&$>$83&,6"$%+&*<$&<0*&8$K8$*$%+$#&M"+<&0&K8;*+"+)+";%&,<089$&<0*&
/$$%&.2471&0%#&Q0%3&;+<$8*&,;QQ$%+$#&;%&+<$&E0,+&+<0+&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<1&"%&K08+",)R
6081&08$&;E+$%&088$*+$#&E;8&K8;*+"+)+";%I&^%$&$5K60%0+";%&E;8&+<$&K8;*+"+)+";%&,<089$*&"*&+<0+&
.247&3;)+<&08$&#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$63&8$K8$*$%+$#&0Q;%9&+<$&8)%0M03&K;K)60+";%I&

7<$&$5K$8"$%,$&;E&;%$&3;)+<1&2$;89$1&"66)*+80+$*&+<0+&K$8>0*">$&0/)*$&0%#&8$($,+";%&Q089"%R
06"X$&.247&3;)+<&0%#&K60,$&+<$Q&0+&8"*O&;E&,;QQ$8,"06&*$5)06&$5K6;"+0+";%IAd&[<$%&<$&M0*&
23#%<#&.)%-+'B%J#-.5#A)%*&01#.%&?&"'-"#'%1,/B%+#&3,"5%1,/%,"%01#%4&.#%-*%&"%&?(),3#%&("0%
0%#&)%,6$I&a;8&3$08*1&2$;89$&$%#)8$#&+<$&/$0+"%9*&0%#&>$8/06&0/)*$&;E&E0Q"631&M<;Q&<$&
#$*,8"/$*& 0*& l+<$& Q;%*+$8*&
M0"+"%9&E;8&Q$&0+&<;Q$1m&/$R
,0)*$&<$&"*&903I&!$&+<;)9<+&;E&
*,<;;6&0*&<"*&*0%,+)083&)%+"6&
0& +$0,<$8& *$5)0663& 0**0)6+$#&
<"QI&J+& 09$& ch1& #$+$8Q"%$#&
0-% 2"'% "#$%/#&","5% &"'% &%
"#$%1-/#B%1#%V#'%0-%b-++<R
M;;#1&M<$8$&<$&6">$#&;%&+<$&
*+8$$+*&0%#&M;8O$#&0*&0&K8;*R
+"+)+$& +;& *)8>">$I& JE+$8& +M;&
3$08*1& <$& M0*& 088$*+$#& 0%#&
K60,$#& "%& 0%& .247& 98;)K&
<;Q$1&M<$8$& <$& E$6+& 6"O$& <$&
M0*& 9">$%& 0& *$,;%#& ,<0%,$I&
2$;89$& "*& 0& *)8>">;81& /)+& 0*&
<$&0#Q"+*1&la;8&+<$&K0*+&+$%&
3$08*1& o+<$&<"*+;83&;E&K8;*+"R
+)+";%p&<0*&<0)%+$#&Q$I& '+`*&
;%$&;E&+<;*$&60/$6*&3;)&,0%`+&
6">$&#;M%]$>$8Im&
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Substance abuse 
a0Q"63&8$($,+";%&,0%&06*;&,;%+8"/)+$&+;&#8)9&)*$1&M<",<&,0%&6$0#&+;&*+0+)*&;EE$%*$&;8&#8)9&
K;**$**";%&,<089$*IAC&H$*$08,<&*)99$*+*&0&<"9<&80+$&;E&*)/*+0%,$&0/)*$&/3&3;)+<&M<;&<0>$&
/$$%&+80)Q0+"X$#&"%&0%&$EE;8+& +;&%)Q/&+<$"8&E$$6"%9*&0%#&K0*+&Q$Q;8"$*I30&N8;E$**";%06*&
#"*,)**$#& "%& "%+$8>"$M*&M<0+& +<$3&>"$M$#&0*&0& 8$60+">$63&<"9<& 80+$&;E& *)/*+0%,$&)*$&/3&
.247&3;)+<&0%#&*0"#&+<0+&+<$3&/$6"$>$#&3;)+<&M$8$&l*$6ERQ$#",0+"%9Im&^%$&#$E$%#$8&0+R
+8"/)+$#&#8)9&)*$&/3&.247&3;)+<&+;&l0&9$%$806&E$$6"%9&;E&/$"%9&#"*$%E80%,<"*$#m&/$,0)*$&
;E&*;,"$+06&/"0*$*&090"%*+&+<$QIgc&

Domestic disputes

l'&+.?#&aBG&?2IG$0b&+E2+&BG&2)%+&2%#&B.+E$0&Y",Y$#&B$&.)+&C$,2)*$&'&I2*&32G&2%#&J)+&2&
0$*+02"%"%3&.0#$0&.%&B$&+.&*+2G&.)+&.D&+E$&E.)*$K&'&E2#&2&3..#&?2IG$0K&a!$b&E$?J$#&B$&3$+&

%-(()8!&,*0&@"<("0&#"&92@!&!@"&8"%!8,1*1*2&)80"8PmgA&
—Jesus, a 19-year-old Latino gay youth

a;8&3;)+<&M<;&6">$&#0"63&M"+<&K08$%+06&8$($,+";%&0%#&0/)*$1&+)8Q;"6&0+&<;Q$&,0%&6$0#&+;&08R
9)Q$%+*&+<0+&8$*)6+&"%&#;Q$*+",&>";6$%,$&,<089$*I&a;8&"%*+0%,$1&;%$&#$E$%#$8&8$K8$*$%+$#&0&
cfR3$08R;6#&/;3&M<;*$&E0+<$8&#"#&%;+&0,,$K+&+<$&E0,+&+<0+&<"*&*;%&M0*&903Igg&O1#%4-"V,40%1&'%
+M",$&$8)K+$#&"%+;&K<3*",06&06+$8,0+";%*1&M<",<&8$*)6+$#&"%&+<$&K;6",$&088$*+"%9&+<$&3;)+<&
$>$%&+<;)9<&"%#",0+";%*&$5"*+$#&+<0+&+<$&E0+<$8&M0*&0/)*"%9&<"QI&'%&0%;+<$8&,0*$1&+<$&K8;*R
$,)+;8&,<089$#&0&6$*/"0%&3;)+<&M"+<&0**0)6+&0E+$8&*<$&<0#&0&#"*K)+$&M"+<&<$8&Q;+<$8&0/;)+&
<0>"%9&0&9"86E8"$%#I&7<$&3;)+<`*&#$E$%*$&,;)%*$6&/$6"$>$#&+<0+&+<$&K8;*$,)+;8&K8;,$$#$#&
M"+<&+<$&,0*$&/$,0)*$&+<$&3;)+<&M0*&0&6$*/"0%I&7<$&#$E$%#$8&06*;&%;+$#&+<0+&<$8&,6"$%+`*&
',);-),0,-"%`l$&m)%'#2",0#+<%1&.)1#.%01&"%&%1#0#.-)#S(&+%[,'%$-(+'%1&3#%5-00#"6agh&

Lack of family involvement in the delinquency case also negatively impacts 
LGBT youth.

lVE$&C"33$*+&J0.C?$B&#.$*&%.+&,.B$&D0.B&*G*+$B2+",&,.BJ.%$%+*&l"K$K&J.?",$H&,.)0+H&J0.i
C2+".%mH&C)+&D0.B&J20$%+*&+E2+&E2/$&+0.)C?$&2,,$J+"%3&+E$"0&,E"?#`*&.0"$%+2+".%ImgU

—a juvenile court prosecutor

^%,$&3;)+<&$%+$8&+<$&*3*+$Q1&E0Q"63&*)KK;8+];8&60,O&+<$8$;E]0EE$,+*&+<$&,;)8*$&;E&+<$"8&
,0*$*I&G$*K"+$&$>"#$%,$&#$Q;%*+80+"%9&+<0+&E0Q"6"$*&K603&0&,8"+",06&8;6$& "%&+<$&*),,$**&;8&
E0"6)8$&;E&+<$"8&,<"6#8$%&"%&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$*1&+<$&,;)8+*1&K8;/0+";%&09$%,"$*1&0%#&,;88$,R
+";%06& *3*+$Q*& 808$63&$%909$& E0Q"6"$*& "%& +<$&K8;,$**&;E&Q0O"%9&#$,"*";%*&;8&#$>$6;K"%9&
#"*K;*"+";%&K60%*Igf&7<$&<"9<&80+$&;E&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%&E;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&*3*+$Q&;%63&
$50,$8/0+$*&+<"*&,;QQ;%&K8;/6$Q&0%#&"%,8$0*$*&+<$&6"O$6"<;;#&+<0+&+<$&*3*+$Q&M"66&*)/($,+&
.247&3;)+<&M<;&60,O&E0Q"63&*)KK;8+&+;&#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$63&<08*<&*0%,+";%*&0+&$>$83&*+09$&
;E&+<$&K8;,$**Igj&
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School Harassment

lcG&B.B&a+.?#&+E$&()#3$&'&I2*&32GbK&ME$&+.?#&E"B&'&I.)?#%`+&3.&+.&*,E..?&2%#&'&3.+&
Y",Y$#&.)+K&aU)+&+E$&J0.C?$B&I2*b&'&I2*&3$++"%3&E202**$#&2+&*,E..?K&cG&1]&?"$#&2%#&*2"#&

"+&I2*%`+&2*&C2#&a2+&*,E..?b&2*&"+&I2*Imgd

—Andrew, a 17-year-old Latino gay male youth

."O$&8$($,+";%&0+&<;Q$1&<080**Q$%+&0+&*,<;;6&"*&0%;+<$8&E0,+;8&M<",<&"*&$5+$8%06&+;&+<$&()*R
+",$&*3*+$Q&/)+&,0%&K60,$&.247&3;)+<&0+&8"*O&;E&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&"%>;6>$Q$%+&0%#&%$90+">$63&
"QK0,+&+<$&,;)8*$&;E&+<$"8&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$*I

LGBT youth’s experiences at school also impact their involvement  
in the juvenile courts.
7<$&*,<;;6&*3*+$Q&0%#& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&*3*+$Q&<0>$&/$,;Q$&"%$5+8",0/63&6"%O$#&"%&M03*&
+<0+&)%#$8Q"%$& +<$& $EE$,+">$%$**& ;E& $0,<& *3*+$QI& D,<;;6*& +;#03&;E+$%& 8$63& ;%& +<$& ,;)8+&
*3*+$Q&+;&<0%#6$&Q"%;8&*+)#$%+&Q"*,;%#),+& +<0+&<"*+;8",0663&M;)6#&<0>$&/$$%&<0%#6$#&
"%E;8Q0663&/3&+<$&*,<;;6I&7<$*$&*,<;;6R8$E$8806&,0*$*&<0>$&,6;99$#&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&#;,O$+*1&
8$#),$#&0,0#$Q",&0,<"$>$Q$%+1&0%#&*0##6$#&3;)+<&M"+<&0&<;*+&;E&%$90+">$&,;%*$W)$%,$*&
01&0%V-$%*.-/%G(3#",+#%4-(.0%,"3-+3#/#"06gC&."O$&;+<$8&3;)+<1&.247&3;)+<&08$&"QK0,+$#&
/3&+<$&+$%#$%,3&+;&,8"Q"%06"X$&*+)#$%+&/$<0>";8I&a;8&+<$Q1&<;M$>$81&+<$&K8;/6$Q&"*&$50,R
$8/0+$#&/3&+<$&<080**Q$%+&0%#&0/)*$&+<$3&E0,$&"%&*,<;;6*I
&

LGBT youth face pervasive harassment and violence in schools.
&.247&3;)+<&08$&;E+$%&*)/($,+$#&+;&8$6$%+6$**&/)663"%9&0%#&<080**Q$%+&/3&,60**Q0+$*I&F;+&
;%63&#;&*,<;;6*&;E+$%&E0"6&+;&"%+$8>$%$&"%&*+)#$%+R;%R*+)#$%+&<080**Q$%+1&/)+&*,<;;6&K$8R
*;%%$6&+<$Q*$6>$*&06*;&$%909$&"%&<080**Q$%+IhB&J%&$5+$%*">$&*)8>$3&;E&*+)#$%+*&"%&L0*R
*0,<)*$++*&<"9<&*,<;;6*&E;)%#&+<0+&6$*/"0%1&9031&0%#&/"*$5)06&3;)+<&08$&Q;8$&+<0%&+M",$&
0*&6"O$63&+;&8$K;8+&<0>"%9&/$$%&"%&0&K<3*",06&E"9<+&0+&*,<;;6&"%&+<$&K8$>";)*&3$08&0%#&+<8$$&
+"Q$*&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&8$K;8+&<0>"%9&/$$%&"%()8$#&;8&+<8$0+$%$#&M"+<&0&M$0K;%&0+&*,<;;6&"%&
+<$&K0*+&3$08&+<0%&+<$"8&%;%R.24&K$$8*Ihc&D"Q"608631&0&ABBj&%0+";%06&*)8>$3&;E&*$6ER"#$%+"E"$#&
.247&3;)+<&09$#&cg&+<8;)9<&AB&E;)%#&+<0+-&

&&F$0863&+<8$$&E;)8+<*&;E&8$*K;%#$%+*&<$08#&<;Q;K<;/",&8$Q08O*&"%&+<$"8&*,<;;6*&
E8$W)$%+63&;8&;E+$%Z

&&df&K$8,$%+&8$K;8+$#&/$"%9&>$8/0663&<080**$#&S$I9I1&,066$#&%0Q$*&;8&+<8$0+$%$#T&0+&
*,<;;6&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1&0%#&fj&K$8,$%+&;E&*+)#$%+*&M$8$&>$8/0663&
<080**$#&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&9$%#$8&$5K8$**";%Z

&&hh&K$8,$%+&;E&*+)#$%+*&<0#&/$$%&K<3*",0663&<080**$#&S$I9I1&K)*<$#&;8&*<;>$#T&0+&
*,<;;6&"%&+<$&K0*+&3$08&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&gB&K$8,$%+&/$,0)*$&;E&
+<$"8&9$%#$8&$5K8$**";%Z
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&&AA&K$8,$%+&8$K;8+$#&/$"%9&K<3*",0663&0**0)6+$#&S$I9I1&K)%,<$#1&O",O$#1&"%()8$#&M"+<&0&
M$0K;%T&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&ch&K$8,$%+&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&9$%#$8&
$5K8$**";%Z&

&&fc&K$8,$%+&;E&3;)+<&E$6+&)%*0E$&"%&+<$"8&*,<;;6*&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%Z&0%#
&gd&K$8,$%+&E$6+&)%*0E$&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&9$%#$8&$5K8$**";%IhA&

'%&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K*1&3;)+<&8$,;)%+$#&*"Q"608&$5K$8"$%,$*&;E&<080**Q$%+&"%&+<$"8&
*,<;;6*I&:>$++$&$5K60"%$#1&loD,<;;6&*$,)8"+3p&"*&*;&#"*8$*K$,+E)6Z&'&,0%`+&$>$%&K)+&Q3&08Q&
08;)%#&Q3&9"86I&7<$3&*03&"+`*&%;+&0KK8;K8"0+$1&/)+&+<$&/;3*&08$&066&%0*+3&0%#&8)/&)K&;%&+<$&
9"86*&0%#&+<$&*$,)8"+3&*03&%;+<"%9Imhg&J%;+<$8&9"86&E8;Q&+<$&*0Q$&*,<;;61&2"*$601&098$$#1&
K;"%+"%9&;)+& +<0+& *$,)8"+3&M"66& +$66& 98;)K*&;E& 9"86*&M<;&;K$%63& "#$%+"E3& 0*& 6$*/"0%*& +<0+&
+<$3&,0%%;+&,;%98$90+$&"%&+<$&/0+<8;;Q1&M<$8$0*&9"86*&%;+&K$8,$">$#&+;&/$&6$*/"0%&08$&%;+&
+8$0+$#&+<$&*0Q$Ihh&

LGBT youth who are victimized in school are also at risk of school failure.
]41--+%*&,+(.#%),5",24&"0+<%,"4.#&)#)%01#%41&"4#)%-*%<-(01%?#4-/,"5%,"3-+3#'%,"%01#%G(3#R
%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&0%#&%$90+">$63&0EE$,+*&+<$"8&K8;*K$,+*&E;8&0&*),,$**E)6&+80%*"+";%&+;&0#)6+R
<;;#I&7<$&60,O&;E&*0E$+3&"%&*,<;;6*&E;8&.247&3;)+<&,0%&6$0#&+;&6;M$8&0,0#$Q",&0,<"$>$Q$%+&
0%#&#"*$%909$Q$%+&E8;Q&*,<;;61hU&M"+<&+<;*$&*+)#$%+*&$5K$8"$%,"%9&+<$&Q;*+&<080**Q$%+&
06*;&*<;M"%9&+<$&6;M$*+&0,0#$Q",&0,<"$>$Q$%+I&a;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&*)8>$3&E;)%#&+<0+&*+)R
#$%+*&Q;8$& E8$W)$%+63& E0,"%9& <080**Q$%+& /$,0)*$& ;E& +<$"8& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%& ;8& 9$%#$8&
$5K8$**";%&<0#&980#$&K;"%+&0>$809$*&06Q;*+&<06E&0&980#$&6;M$8&+<0%&*+)#$%+*&$5K$8"$%,"%9&
6$**&E8$W)$%+&<080**Q$%+Ihf&'%&0##"+";%1&%$0863&;%$&+<"8#&;E&.247&*+)#$%+*&M<;&#8;K&;)+&;E&
<"9<&*,<;;6&#;&*;&+;&$*,0K$&<080**Q$%+Ihj&^%,$&3;)+<&#8;K&;)+1&+<$3&08$&0&<$"9<+$%$#&8"*O&
E;8&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&"%>;6>$Q$%+Ihd

LGBT youth who skip school to avoid harassment face truancy charges. 
.247&3;)+<&08$&6"O$63&+;&*O"K&*,<;;6&+;&0>;"#&+<$&K<3*",06&0%#&>$8/06&+;8Q$%+&+<0+&0M0"+*&
+<$Q&+<$8$I& '%&;%$&*+)#31&gAIj&K$8,$%+&;E&.247&*+)#$%+*& 8$K;8+$#& +<0+& +<$3&<0#&Q"**$#&
*,<;;6&"%&+<$&K0*+&Q;%+<&/$,0)*$&+<$3&E$6+&)%*0E$1&,;QK08$#&+;&hIU&K$8,$%+&;E&0&%0+";%06&
*0QK6$&;E& *$,;%#083& *,<;;6& *+)#$%+*IhC&7<$*$&3;)+<&08$&>)6%$80/6$& +;& 088$*+&;%& +8)0%,3&
,<089$*1&0*&M$66&0*&>";60+";%*&;E&0&,;QQ;%&K8;/0+";%&,;%#"+";%&+<0+&8$W)"8$*&#0"63&*,<;;6&
0++$%#0%,$I&^%$&K8;*$,)+;8&%;+$#&+<0+&"E&*,<;;6&<080**Q$%+&"*&#8">"%9&0&3;)+<`*&+8)0%,31&
K)%"*<"%9&+<$&3;)+<&/3&E;8Q0663&K8;,$**"%9&<"Q&"*&%;+&6"O$63&+;&Q0O$&<"Q&9;&+;&*,<;;6I&
Y%+"6&+<$&)%#$863"%9&<080**Q$%+&"*&0##8$**$#1&+<$&3;)+<`*&#$,"*";%&+;&*O"K&*,<;;6&8$Q0"%*&
0&80+";%06&;%$1&98;)%#$#&"%&+<$&#$*"8$&+;&K8;+$,+&<"Q*$6EI

LGBT youth who defend themselves against harassment and violence at 
school face charges. 
'%&*;Q$&"%*+0%,$*1&.247&3;)+<&<0>$&E;)9<+&/0,O&+;&#$E$%#&+<$Q*$6>$*&0+&*,<;;61&0%#&
+<$& *3*+$Q&<0*& 8$*K;%#&/3& ,<089"%9& +<$Q1& 80+<$8& +<0%& +<$& "%*+"90+;81&M"+<&#"*;8#$863&
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,;%#),+&;8&0**0)6+I&^%$&#$E$%#$8&8$Q08O$#&+<0+&<$&<0#&*$$%&,0*$*&"%&M<",<&.247&3;)+<&
M$8$&/)66"$#&E;8&6;%9&K$8";#*&;E&+"Q$1&0%#&+<$&*,<;;6&K;6",$&8$*K;%#$#&/3&0*O"%9&+<$&/)6R
6"$#&3;)+<&0,,)*0+;83&W)$*+";%*&6"O$1&l[<3&M$8$&+<$3&,066"%9&3;)&0&E099;+u&[<3&M;)6#&
+<$3& +<"%O& +<0+umUB& 7<"*& *0Q$& #$R
*#"'#.%)&,'%01&0%)41--+%-*24,&+)%&4R
,)*$#&0%;+<$8&;%$&;E&<$8&,6"$%+*&;E&
/$"%9&l*;&K8;>;,0+">$&+<0+&+<$&O"#*&
,;)6#%`+&<$6K&/)+&K",O&;%&<"Qm&/$R
,0)*$&<$&M;8$&%0"6&K;6"*<IUc&

>.-G#40%2"',"5)% ,"',4&0#%01&0%&% +&4[%
;E& )%#$8*+0%#"%9& 0/;)+& +<$& >";R
6$%,$& 0%#& <080**Q$%+& +<0+& .247&
3;)+<& E0,$& 0+& *,<;;6& ,0%& 6$0#& +;&
;+<$8& "%0KK8;K8"0+$& 8$*K;%*$*& +;&
3;)+<*`& /$<0>";8I& a;8& $50QK6$1&
<0>"%9& $%#)8$#& ,;%*+0%+& <080**R
Q$%+&0+& *,<;;61&\$>"%1& 0& E$Q06$R+;R
Q06$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<1&$>$%+)0663&
l*%0KK$#m& 0%#& K)%,<$#& 0& ,60**R
Q0+$& M<;& +0)%+$#& <"Q& /$,0)*$& ;E&
<"*& Q0*,)6"%$& 0KK$080%,$I& H0+<$8&
+<0%&"%+$8K8$+"%9&\$>"%`*&0,+";%*&"%&
+<$&,;%+$5+&;E&+<$&<080**Q$%+&<$&<0#&
*)EE$8$#1& +<$& *3*+$Q&K$8,$">$#&<"Q&
Q$8$63&0*&0&l#0%9$8&+;&*;,"$+3m&0%#&
"%,08,$80+$#&<"QI&J*&\$>"%&8$,066$#1&
%;&;%$&$>$8&/;+<$8$#&+;&0*O&<"Q&+;&
$5K60"%&<"*&/$<0>";8IIUA

LGBT youth are targeted for disproportionate punishment by school personnel. 
J&Q"5&;E& E0,+;8*1& "%,6)#"%9& +<$&0#;K+";%&;E&lX$8;& +;6$80%,$m&#"*,"K6"%$&K;6","$*1&K60,$R
/#"0%-*%+&$%#"*-.4#/#"0%-*24#.)%-"%4&/;()B%4.#&0,-"%-*%"#$%4&0#5-.,#)%-*%)41--+R);#R
4,24%-**#")#)B% &"'% *&,+(.#% 0-%;.-3,'#%&;;.-;.,&0#% );#4,&+% #'(4&0,-"%&"'%-01#.% )#.3,4#)%
<0>$&,;%>$8+$#&Q0%3&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&"%+;&#$&E0,+;&*,<;;6&#"*,"K6"%08"0%*I&J*&0&8$*)6+&;E&
0%+"R.247&/"0*1&.247&3;)+<&Q"9<+&/$&K08+",)60863&"QK0,+$#&/3&+<$*$&K)%"+">$&8$*K;%*$*&
+;&+3K",06&0#;6$*,$%+&/$<0>";8I&

a;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&#$E$%#$8&<0#&0&,6"$%+&M<;&M0*&0&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86I&D<$&M0*&0*+;)%#$#&
/3&+<$&>$<$Q$%,$&M"+<&M<",<&+<$&*,<;;6&0#Q"%"*+80+;8*&+089$+$#&+<"*&3;)+<I&J*&*<$&$5R
K60"%$#1&l!$&S*",T&o)*$*p&<"*&,$66&K<;%$&0%#&<$&9$+*&088$*+$#1&M<$8$&Q;*+&O"#*&M;)6#&()*+&
1&3#%01#%;1-"#%4-"2)4&0#'6%E"'%01#%;.,"4,;&+%,)%;1<),4&++<%&55.#)),3#%0-$&.'%1,/B%)-%1#%
<0*&0&6;%9&8$,;8#1&/)+&"+`*&Q;*+63&+<"%9*&+<0+&08$&K8;>;O$#ImUg&J%;+<$8&#$E$%#$8&#$*,8"/$#&
0%&"%,"#$%+&"%&M<",<&0&+80%*9$%#$8&E$Q06$&,6"$%+&%0Q$#&H0W)$61&;+<$8&E$Q06$&,60**Q0+$*1&
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0%#&+<$&*,<;;6&W)08+$8/0,O&M$8$&M8$*+6"%9&0%#&+",O6"%9&$0,<&;+<$8&"%&+<$&<066M03&0+&*,<;;6I&
J+&*;Q$&K;"%+1&H0W)$6&066$9$#63&+;),<$#&+<$&W)08+$8/0,O&;%&<"*&)KK$8&+<"9<&0%#&$>$83R
;%$&60)9<$#I&.0+$8& +<0+&M$$O1& +<$&W)08+$8/0,O*`&K08$%+*& +<8$0+$%$#&+;&S/)+&#"#&%;+T&*)$&
+<$&*,<;;6&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$&"%,"#$%+&0%#&/$,0)*$&H0W)$6&066$9$#63&+;6#&+<$&W)08+$8/0,O&*<$&
M0%+$#&+;&O"**&<"QI&7<$&E;66;M"%9&M$$O1&+<$&K8"%,"K06&+;6#&H0W)$6&<$&M0*&*)*K$%#"%9&<$8&
/$,0)*$&;E&<$8&l9"86&<0"8#;ImUh&J6+<;)9<&+<$&#$E$%#$8&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<&0#>;,0+$*&%$9;+"R
0+$#&M"+<&+<$&*,<;;6&+;&066;M&<$8&/0,O&0+&*,<;;6&+<$&%$5+&#031&+<$&K8"%,"K06&"QQ$#"0+$63&
*)*K$%#$#&H0W)$6& 090"%1& +<"*& +"Q$&0,,)*"%9&<$8&;E& l*$5)06& 0**0)6+m&;%& +<$&W)08+$8/0,O&
/$,0)*$&;E&+<$&"%,"#$%+&"%&+<$&<066M03&+<$&K8$>";)*&M$$OI&7<$&+M;&;+<$8&9"86*&M<;&M$8$&
M8$*+6"%9&M"+<&H0W)$6&M$8$&%;+&*)*K$%#$#I&

For LGBT youth in the justice system, problems at school are counted against 
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Lack of Services to Meet the Needs of LGBT Youth

@aTPUV&G.)+Eb&20$&.D+$%&0$($,+$#&2%#&#"*$%D02%,E"*$#&CG&&
+E$&/$0G&23$%,"$*&+E2+&*E.)?#&C$&*$0/"%3&+E$BKL

—Coalition for Juvenile Justice1

7;&0,<"$>$&+<$"8&8$<0/"6"+0+">$&K)8K;*$1&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&Q)*+&+0"6;8&"%+$8>$%+";%*&+;&Q$$+&+<$&
"%#">"#)06"X$#&+8$0+Q$%+&%$$#*&;E&+<$&3;)+<&)%#$8&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%IA&G"*K;*"+";%*&*<;)6#&
"QK6$Q$%+&$EE$,+">$&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8$>$%+";%&*+80+$9"$*&0%#&K8;>"#$&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&$DD$,+"/$&
2%#& ?$2*+& "%+0)*"/$& 8$*K;%*$*& +;&8$#),"%9&8$,"#">"*QIg&!;M$>$81& ()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&*<;)6#&%;+&
Q0"%+0"%& ()8"*#",+";%& "%& "%#">"#)06& ,0*$*& *;6$63&0*&0&Q$0%*& +;&0,,$**& *$8>",$*I&J*& +<$&F0R
+";%06&?;)%,"6&;E&=)>$%"6$&0%#&a0Q"63&?;)8+&=)#9$*&SF?=a?=T&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*&
$QK<0*"X$1&+<$&#$6"%W)$%,3&*3*+$Q&*<;)6#&l#">$8+&,0*$*&+;&06+$8%0+">$&*3*+$Q*&M<$%$>$8&
K;**"/6$&0%#&0KK8;K8"0+$m&*;&+<0+&;%63&*$8";)*&;8&,<8;%",&;EE$%*$*&*<;)6#&8$0,<&#"*K;*"+";%Ih&

J&60,O&;E&$EE$,+">$&K8;980Q*&"QK$#$*&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q`*&0/"6"+3&+;&K8;>"#$&$EE$,R
+">$&+8$0+Q$%+&+;&3;)+<I&N08+63&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$&K$8>0*">$&60,O&;E&K8;980Q*&/0*$#&"%&+<$&,;QR
Q)%"+31&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&8$6"$*&K8"Q08"63&;%&"%,08,$80+";%&;E&3;)+<]0%&"%+$8>$%R
+";%&+<0+&<0*&K8;>$%&/;+<&"%$EE$,+">$&0%#&K8;E;)%#63&<08QE)6I&?;QQ$%+0+;8*&<0>$&%;+$#&
+<0+& +<$& 60,O&;E&Q$%+06&<$06+<&*$8>",$*& "%& +<$&,;QQ)%"+3&<0*& "%0KK8;K8"0+$63&,;%>$8+$#&
+<$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$& *3*+$Q& "%+;& +<$&#$& D2,+.&Q$%+06& <$06+<& *3*+$QIU&V>$%&M<$8$& 06+$8%0R
+">$*&+;&"%,08,$80+";%&$5"*+1&+<$"8&$EE$,+">$%$**&>08"$*&M"#$63I&J6+<;)9<&*;Q$&()8"*#",+";%*&
<0>$& "QK6$Q$%+$#&$>"#$%,$#R/0*$#&K80,+",$*& "%& ,;QQ)%"+3& *$++"%9*1&Q0%3&,;%+"%)$& +;&
8$63&;%&"%$EE$,+">$&0%#&)%0,,;)%+0/6$&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#&K8;980Q*I&a;8&.247&3;)+<1&+<$*$&
9$%$806&/088"$8*&08$&,;QK;)%#$#&/3&+<$&E0,+&+<0+&+<$8$&08$&E$M&K8;980Q*1&K60,$Q$%+*1&;8&
*$8>",$*&+<0+&08$&,;QK$+$%+&+;&*$8>$&+<$QI&

What Makes Programs, Placements, or Services  
Competent to Serve LGBT Youth? 

 V5K$8+*&098$$& +<0+&$EE$,+">$& "%+$8>$%+";%*&lQ)*+&/$&#$*"9%$#&M"+<&0KK8;K8"0+$&#$>$6;KR
Q$%+06&0%#&,)6+)806&)%#$8*+0%#"%91mf&M<",<&"%,6)#$*&*$%*"+">"+3&+;&0&3;)+<`*&80,$1&,)6+)8$1&
9$%#$81&0%#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%Ij&N8;980Q*&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&+<0+&08$&,;QK$+$%+&+;&M;8O&M"+<&
.247&3;)+<&$%*)8$& +<0+&.247&3;)+<&08$& *0E$1& +8$0+$#& E0"8631&0%#&<0>$& +<$"8&%$$#*&Q$+I&
DK$,"E",06631&,;QK$+$%+&K8;980Q*-

  J8$&#$*"9%$#&M"+<&+<$&)%#$8*+0%#"%9&+<0+&0+&6$0*+&*;Q$&;E&+<$&3;)+<&*$8>$#&M"66&/$&
.247Z

  G;&%;+&Q0O$&0**)QK+";%*&0/;)+&+<$&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;E&"%#"R
>"#)06&3;)+<Z

  G;&%;+&8$63&;%&9$%#$81&80,$1&;8&;+<$8&*+$8$;+3K$*&/)+&Q0O$&"%#">"#)06"X$#&0**$**R
Q$%+*&;E&+<$&*+8$%9+<*&0%#&%$$#*&;E&$0,<&,6"$%+Z

  Y%$W)">;,0663&K8;<"/"+&0%3&0++$QK+*&+;&,<0%9$&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&
9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3Z
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  J#;K+&0%#&$%E;8,$&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&K;6","$*Z
  'QK6$Q$%+&K8;+;,;6*&+<0+&Q0"%+0"%&+<$&,;%E"#$%+"06"+3&;E&"%E;8Q0+";%&8$908#"%9&0&
3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3Z

  H$W)"8$&+80"%"%9&;E&066&*$8>",$&K8;>"#$8*&;%&"**)$*&8$60+$#&+;&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&
9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3Z

  J##8$**&#$>$6;KQ$%+061&K<3*",061&*;,"06&0%#&$Q;+";%06&,;%,$8%*&;E&.247&3;)+<Z
  Y%#$8*+0%#&0%#&0##8$**&+<$&"QK0,+&;E&*;,"$+06&/"0*&;%&.247&3;)+<&#$>$6;KQ$%+Z
  N8;>"#$&.247&3;)+<&M"+<&<$6K&"%&0##8$**"%9&"**)$*&;E&E0Q"63&8$($,+";%1&*,<;;6&<0R
80**Q$%+1&0%#&*;,"$+06&*+"9Q0Z&0%#

  N8;>"#$&*)KK;8+&+;&E0Q"6"$*&;E&.247&3;)+<&;8&8$E$8&E0Q"6"$*&+;&0KK8;K8"0+$&K8;980Q*I

D;Q$&()8"*#",+";%*&<0>$&/$9)%&"#$%+"E3"%9&0%#&#$>$6;K"%9&Q;8$&.247R,;QK$+$%+&*$8R
>",$*&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*I&'%&;%$&()8"*#",+";%1&E;8&$50QK6$1&0&()#9$&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&0&,;66$09)$&
<0*&8$,8)"+$#&.247RE8"$%#63&E;*+$8&<;Q$*1&0%#&;+<$8*&"%&+<$&()8"*#",+";%&<0>$&l/$$%&*)KR
K;8+">$&;E&<$8&$EE;8+*Imd&'%&;+<$8&()8"*#",+";%*1&09$%,"$*&<0>$&;K$%$#&98;)K&<;Q$*&*K$R
4,24&++<% *-.% LJNO%<-(016%9"#% <-("5%$-/&"B% N.,&""&B% )&,'%'#3#+-;,"5% &% `5&<% <-(01%
<;Q$m&M0*&l+<$&/$*+&+<"%9&+<$3&$>$8&#"#m&/$,0)*$&+<$&*+0EE&*)KK;8+&.247&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&lM"+<&%;&W)$*+";%*&0*O$#ImC&D<$&$5K60"%$#1&l'&M0*&>$83&
,;QE;8+0/6$&"%&+<"*&98;)K&<;Q$I&'&*0"#&'`Q&903&0%#&+<$3&*0"#&_J68"9<+1&M$&M$8$&6;;O"%9&
E;8&O"#*&6"O$&3;)I`&mcB&J*&;+<$8&K8;E$**";%06*&0%#&3;)+<&098$$#1&*K$,"06"X$#&K60,$Q$%+*&
,0%&$%*)8$&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&08$&K8;+$,+$#&E8;Q&K<3*",06&0%#&$Q;+";%06&0/)*$Icc&

!;M$>$81&%;+&066&3;)+<&M0%+&+;&/$&K60,$#&$5,6)*">$63&M"+<&;+<$8&.247&3;)+<1&%;8&#;&066&
.247&3;)+<&8$W)"8$&+<$&6$>$6&;E&*$8>",$*&K8;>"#$#&"%&0&98;)K&*$++"%9I&L;8$;>$81&+<$&$5R
"*+$%,$& ;E& *K$,"06"X$#&K60,$Q$%+*& E;8& .247&3;)+<&#;$*& %;+& 0/*;6>$& +<$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&
*3*+$Q&;E&"+*&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&#$>$6;K&6$**&8$*+8",+">$&K60,$Q$%+*&0%#&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&;+<$8&
K60,$Q$%+*&#$Q;%*+80+$&,;QK$+$%,$&+;&M;8O&M"+<&.247&3;)+<IcA&D;Q$&K8;E$**";%06*&"%R
+$8>"$M$#&E;8&+<"*&K8;($,+&*+0+$#&+<0+&+<$&,8$0+";%&;E&*K$,"06"X$#&K60,$Q$%+*&;%63&Q089"%06R
"X$*&.247&3;)+<I&J*&;%$&3;)+<1&H$3%06#;1&M<;&<0#&/$$%&"%&0&98;)K&<;Q$&E;8&.247&3;)+<1&
K;"%+$#&;)+1&l'E&+<$3&+<"%O&3;)&08$&903&0%#&+<$3&*$%+$%,$&3;)&+;&K60,$Q$%+1&+<$3&*$%#&3;)&
+;&0&903&K60,$1&/)+&Q03/$&3;)&#;%`+&M0%+&+;&9;&+<$8$&0%#&3;)8&%$$#*&08$&%;+&/$"%9&Q$+Imcg&
28;)K&<;Q$*&0%#&K8;980Q*&+<0+&08$&,;QK$+$%+&+;&*$8>$&.247&3;)+<1&06+<;)9<&%;+&#$R
*"9%$#&$5,6)*">$63&E;8&+<$Q1&,0%&06*;&K8;>"#$&0KK8;K8"0+$&*$8>",$*&0%#&+8$0+Q$%+I

Many jurisdictions lack programs and out-of-home placements competent to 
serve LGBT youth, which can lead to unnecessary case petitions, pretrial  
detention, and out-of-home placements. 

l'+`*&"3%.02%,$&.%&.)0&J20+&%.+&Y%.I"%3&IE2+&0$*.)0,$*&20$&.)+&+E$0$K&VE$0$&B2G&C$&
0$*.)0,$*&"%&+E$&,.BB)%"+GH&C)+&"D&+E$G&20$&.)+&+E$0$H&I$&#.%`+&Y%.I&2C.)+&+E$BImch

—a juvenile court judge

Y%E;8+)%0+$631&0&*,08,"+3&;E&K8;980Q*&,;QK$+$%+&+;&*$8>$&.247&3;)+<&"QK$#$*&+<$&0/"6"+3&
;E&3;)+<&+;&0,,$**&+<$&*$8>",$*&+<$3&%$$#&0%#&)%%$,$**08"63&K8;6;%9*&+<$"8&"%>;6>$Q$%+&"%&
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01#%G(3#",+#%G()0,4#%)<)0#/6%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%&%+&4[%-*%&;;.-;.,&0#%)#.3,4#)%
0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&+<$&,;%+"%))QI

Lack of diversion options
JKK8;5"Q0+$63&fg&K$8,$%+&;E& +<$&K8;E$**";%06*&*)8>$3$#&*+0+$#&$"+<$8&+<0+& +<$&#">$8*";%&
K8;980Q*&"%&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%&M$8$&%;+&,;QK$+$%+&+;&M;8O&M"+<&.247&3;)+<&;8&+<0+&+<$3&
#"#&%;+&O%;M&;E&0%3&.247R,;QK$+$%+&#">$8*";%&K8;980Q*I&["+<&E$M&#">$8*";%&;K+";%*1&+<$&
*3*+$Q&"*&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&E;8Q0663&,<089$&0%#&K8;,$**&.247&3;)+<&M<$%&#">$8*";%&M;)6#&
/$&Q;8$&0KK8;K8"0+$I

Lack of disposition programs
^%63&gj&K$8,$%+&;E&*)8>$3&8$*K;%#$%+*&O%$M&;E&#"*K;*"+";%&K8;980Q*&;8&8$*;)8,$*& "%&
+<$"8& ()8"*#",+";%*&+<0+&+<$3&/$6"$>$#&,;)6#&*$8>$&.247&3;)+<&0KK8;K8"0+$63I&[<$+<$8&
8$*K;%#$%+*&*"QK63&60,O&0M08$%$**&;E&K8;980Q*&+<0+&#;&$5"*+&;8&+<$8$&08$&%;&*),<&K8;R
980Q*&"%&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%*&"*&)%,6$08I&V"+<$8&M031&+<$&$%#&8$*)6+&"*&+<$&*0Q$Z&+<$&*3*+$Q&
E0"6*&+;&K8;>"#$&.247&3;)+<&M"+<&0KK8;K8"0+$&*$8>",$*&+<0+&,0%&Q$$+&+<$"8&"%#">"#)06R
"X$#&%$$#*I&

Lack of appropriate out-of-home placements 
JKK8;5"Q0+$63& dA&K$8,$%+& ;E& 066& VW)"+3&N8;($,+& *)8>$3&K08+","K0%+*& 8$K;8+$#& +<0+& +<$&
60,O&;E&.247R,;QK$+$%+&K60,$Q$%+*&M0*&0&*$8";)*&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$R
",+#%G()0,4#%)<)0#/6%W"%&'',0,-"B%ge%;#.4#"0%,'#"0,2#'%+&4[%-*%;+&4#/#"0)%01&0%$,++%&44#;0%
.247&3;)+<& 0*& 0& *$8";)*&K8;/6$QI&N8;E$**";%06*& $%,;)%+$8$#&Q0%3& E0,"6"+"$*& +<0+& 8$R
E)*$#&+;&0,,$K+&.247&,6"$%+*&
/$,0)*$&+<$3&M$8$&0E80"#&+<0+&
+<$3& ,;)6#& %;+& O$$K& .247&
3;)+<& *0E$1& +<;)9<+& .247&
3;)+<1& $*K$,"0663& +80%*9$%R
#$8&3;)+<1&M;)6#&/$&#"*8)KR
+">$& +;& +<$"8& K8;980QQ"%91&
;8&/$6"$>$#&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&
M;)6#&*$5)0663&K8$3&;%&;+<R
$8&3;)+<& "%& +<$&K8;980QI&J*&
0& 8$*)6+1& *;Q$& .247& 3;)+<&
08$& K60,$#& "%& *$++"%9*& +<0+&
08$& Q;8$& 8$*+8",+">$& +<0%&
%$,$**083I&'%&;%$&,0*$1&0&K8;R
?&0,-"% -*24#.% .#4-//#"'#'%
+<0+& 0& +80%*9$%#$8& 3;)+<& /$&
K60,$#&"%&0&%;%*$,)8$&98;)K&

La
ck

 o
f 

S
er

vi
ce

s 
to

 M
ee

t 
th

e 
N

ee
ds

 o
f 

LG
B

T 
Yo

ut
h

6



86

H
I
D

D
E

N
 
I
N

J
U

S
T

I
C

E

<;Q$I&[<$%&%;&98;)K&<;Q$*&"%&+<$&*+0+$&M$8$&M"66"%9&+;&0,,$K+&<$81&+<$&,;)8+&;8#$8$#&
<$8&K60,$#&"%&+<$&*+0+$`*&<"9<$*+R*$,)8"+3&E0,"6"+3&/$,0)*$&"+&"*&6$90663&8$W)"8$#&+;&0,,$K+&
0%3&8$E$88$#&3;)+<IcU& '%&0%;+<$8&,0*$1&0&#$E$%#$8&<0#&0&903&,6"$%+&M<;&M0*&#$*,8"/$#&
&)%`V&/?-<&"0Ba%?(0%"-0%3,-+#"0%-.%-01#.$,)#%1,51%.,)[6%O1#%'#*#"'#.%)&,'%,0%$&)%3#.<%
',*24(+0%*-.%1#.%0-%2"'%&%4-/;#0#"0%;.-5.&/%*-.%1,/%?#4&()#%`/-)0%-*%01#%;+&4#)%01&0%
M;)6#&%;8Q0663&+0O$&*),<&0&O"#&M$8$&*,08$#&+<0+&/$,0)*$&<$&M0*&903&+<$3&,;)6#%`+&O$$K&
<"Q&*0E$Imcf&

F)Q$8;)*& "%+$8>"$M$$*& 06*;& *+0+$#& +<0+& K8;/0+";%& #$K08+Q$%+*& <0>$& #$+0"%$#& .247&
3;)+<&0E+$8&#"*K;*"+";%& E;8&K$8";#*&;E&)K& +;&0&3$08&;8&Q;8$&/$,0)*$&;+<$8&K60,$Q$%+*&
8$E)*$#&+;&0,,$K+&,)*+;#3&;E&+<$Q&;8&M$8$&%;+&0KK8;K8"0+$&E;8&+<$QI&F;+&;%63&#;$*&+<"*&
("G()0,2&?+<%;.-+-"5%01#%&/-("0%-*%0,/#%<-(01%&.#%#S;-)#'%0-%01#%1&./)%-*%'#0#"0,-"B%
/)+&+<$"8&8$<0/"6"+0+";%&0%#&$>$%+)06&8$6$0*$&E8;Q&,;)8+&()8"*#",+";%&08$&06*;&#$603$#&0*&
6;%9&0*&+<$3&08$&#$+0"%$#I&

A lack of mental health professionals and evaluators competent to serve 
LGBT youth also prevents those youth who have mental health needs from 
obtaining treatment.
F;+&066&.247&3;)+<&8$W)"8$&Q$%+06&<$06+<&*$8>",$*I&a;8&+<;*$&M<;&#;1&$>06)0+;8*&0%#&
,;)%*$6;8*&M"+<& $5K$8+"*$& "%&M;8O"%9&M"+<&.247&3;)+<& 08$& ,8"+",06& E;8& $%*)8"%9& +<0+&
+<$3&8$,$">$&+<;)9<+E)6&0%#&0KK8;K8"0+$&+8$0+Q$%+I&Y%E;8+)%0+$631&+<$&?;06"+";%&E;8&=)R
>$%"6$& =)*+",$& E;)%#& +<0+& l,;)%*$6"%9& 0%#& ;+<$8& *$8>",$*& 08$& >"8+)0663&M;8+<6$**& oE;8&
.247&3;)+<p&/$,0)*$&+<$3&$"+<$8& "9%;8$&;8&,8"Q"%06"X$&+<$&3;)+<`*&*$5)06"+3Imcj&L0%3&
;E&+<$&K8;E$**";%06*&"%+$8>"$M$#&098$$#&M"+<&+<"*&0**$**Q$%+I&^%$&#$E$%#$8&"%&0&8)806&
08$0&$5K60"%$#-

'E&o+<$&3;)+<&08$p&<0>"%9&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&"**)$*1&o+<$3`8$&
K8;>"#$#p& ()*+& 9$%$8",& ,;)%*$6"%9& I& I& I& 7;&Q3& O%;M6$#9$& +<$8$`*& %;+& 0& ,;)%R
)#+-.%,"%01#%&.#&%01&0%'#&+)%);#4,24&++<%$,01%lLJNO%<-(01m6%W%01,"[%,0%&?)-+(0#+<%
$-(+'%?#%?#"#24,&+6%]#3#.&+%-*%-(.%;+&4#)%01&0%-**#.%)#.3,4#)%,"%01#%4-//(",0<%
&.#%D1.,)0,&"R?&)#'B%$1,41%,)%&++%2"#%&"'%5--'B%?(0%01#.#%/&<%"-0%?#%P(,0#%01#%
6$>$6&;E&0,,$K+0%,$Icd

J%;+<$8&#$E$%#$8&E8;Q&0&8)806&08$0&"%&+<$&F;8+<M$*+&$5K60"%$#&+<0+1&l.247&3;)+<&$%#&)K&
"%&Q$%+06&<$06+<&E0,"6"+"$*&o/$,0)*$p&+<$8$`*&()*+&%;M<$8$&$6*$&+;&*$%#&O"#*&+;&9$+&+<$80K3&E;8&
0%3&"**)$&/$,0)*$&+<$*$&08$&+<$&;%63&,;)%*$6;8*&0>0"60/6$I&7<$8$&"*&%;&;%$&$6*$&E;8&0&+$$%&+;&
#"*,)**&+<"*&*"+)0+";%&M"+<ImcC&

L$%+06&<$06+<&$>06)0+;8*&M"+<&.247&$5K$8+"*$&06*;&08$& "%&*<;8+&*)KK63I&D$>$%+3R*$>$%&
K$8,$%+&;E&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&*)8>$3&8$*K;%#$%+*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+& +<$3&M$8$&)%0M08$&;E&0%3&
$>06)0+;8*&"%&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%*&M<;&<0>$&*K$,"06"X$#&O%;M6$#9$&"%&M;8O"%9&M"+<&.247&
3;)+<I&^%$&#$E$%#$8&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&Q$%+06&<$06+<&$>06)0+;8*&;E+$%&60,O&0%&)%#$8*+0%#R
"%9&;E&+3K",06&0#;6$*,$%+&#$>$6;KQ$%+&0%#&08$&lK8;,$$#"%9&E8;Q&+<$&K8$*)QK+";%&+<0+&
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<$06+<3& *$5)06& #$>$6;KQ$%+& "*& <$+$8;*$5)061& 0%#& +<0+& .247& O"#*& %$$#&Q$%+06& <$06+<&
+8$0+Q$%+&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&_;+<$8`&*$5)06&K8$E$8$%,$*ImAB&J*&0&8$*)6+1&*$>$806&;+<$8&#$E$%*$&
0++;8%$3*& 8$Q08O$#& +<0+&Q$%+06&<$06+<&$>06)0+";%*&;E&.247&,6"$%+*&;E+$%& "QK6"$#& +<0+&
01#,.%LJNO%,'#"0,0<%`/&'#%01#/%/-.#%',)0(.?#'a%-.%.#V#40#'%'#2&"0%?#1&3,-.B%;&.0,4(R
+&.+<%*-.%5,.+)%$1-%,'#"0,2#'%&)%?,)#S(&+6Ac%9"4#%&%<-(01%,)%+&?#+#'%`'#2&"0Ba%01#%4-(.0%
;E+$%&"QK;*$*&<08*<$8&#"*K;*"+";%*&/0*$#&;%&+<$&K$8,$K+";%&+<0+&<$&;8&*<$&"*&6$**&6"O$63&+;&
,;QK63&M"+<&*$8>",$*I

Appropriate counseling for families of LGBT youth is lacking.

lcG&B.B&B2#$&B$&)%,.BD.0+2C?$&CG&B2Y"%3&B$&I$20&#0$**$*H&2%#&K&K&K&*E$&
I.)?#%`+&?$+&B$&C$&B$K&K&K&K&aXb.IH&BG&B.B&E2*&+.&3.&+.&,.)%*$?"%3&2%#&+E$02JG&+.&?$20%&+.&

2,,$J+&B$K&K&K&K&ME$&"*&*+20+"%3&+.&)%#$0*+2%#K&X.I&*E$`*&?"Y$&o'&?./$&BG&#2)3E+$0K &̀&
'+&D$$?*&3..#&+.&2,,.BJ?"*E&+E2+ImAA

—Precious, a 17-year-old black-Asian lesbian youth  

VEE$,+">$&#"*K;*"+";%&K60%%"%9&8$W)"8$*&,;%*"#$80+";%&;E&+<$&3;)+<`*&0%#&E0Q"63`*&*+8$%9+<*&
0%#&%$$#*IAg&7<$&*3*+$Q&*<;)6#&$%909$& E0Q"6"$*& "%& +<$&K8;,$**&/3&$%,;)809"%9& +<$Q&+;&
K08+","K0+$&"%&+<$&#$>$6;KQ$%+&0%#&"QK6$Q$%+0+";%&;E&+<$"8&,<"6#`*&#"*K;*"+";%IAh&'%&E0,+1&
()#9$*&"%&Q0%3&()8"*#",+";%*&,0%&8$W)"8$&K08$%+*&+;&K08+","K0+$&"%&E0Q"63&+8$0+Q$%+1&,;)%R
*$6"%91&0%#&0KK;"%+Q$%+*&M"+<&K8;/0+";%IAU

Practice Tips:  Interventions to Strengthen Families

In appropriate cases, the juvenile justice system should provide families with interventions 
6<36*=&//*<$/#*%$4-/,$*73.&/&3/*(-'9&(64*46$..&'@*7%-.*3*(<&/)J4*4$"13/*-%&$'636&-'*-%*@$')$%*
identity. In particular, juvenile justice professionals should:

C  Engage families in the court process; don’t let families simply disengage because 
their child is LGBT;

C  Provide support and guidance to parents and caregivers to help them adjust to their 
child’s sexual orientation or gender identity;

C  Educate families on the positive impacts of family acceptance, as well as the negative 
impacts of family rejection on youth;

C  Refer parents and caregivers to counseling to address feelings, attitudes, and 
behaviors toward their children’s sexual orientation and/or gender identity;

C  Provide intensive home-based services to address any crisis situation presented by 
the family’s discovery of the youth’s sexual orientation and/or gender identity; and

C  Support LGBT youths’ connections to their extended families.26
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=)>$%"6$&,;)8+*&*+8)996$&+;&0KK8;K8"0+$63&$%909$&E0Q"6"$*&"%&9$%$806I&a;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&
K08+",)6081&+<$&60,O&;E&0KK8;K8"0+$&,;)%*$6"%9&E;8&E0Q"6"$*&M<;&08$&*+8)996"%9&+;&,;Q$&+;&
+$8Q*&M"+<&+<$"8&,<"6#`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&K;*$*&0&*$8";)*&/088"$8&+;&
+8$0+Q$%+I&^%$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&$5K60"%$#1&l'+`*&8$0663&<08#&E;8&+<$&K08$%+*I&
7<$3&08$&%;+&*)8$&M<0+&O"%#&;E&6"E$&+<$"8&O"#&M"66&E0,$1&/)+&+<$&K08$%+*&<0>$&+;&8$06"X$&
+<0+& +<$3& ,0%`+& $5K$,+& +<$"8& O"#& +;& /$& *;Q$;%$& +<$3& 08$& %;+ImAj&^%$& ()#9$& $5K60"%$#1&
l:;)&,;)6#&<0>$&0&E0Q"63&+<0+&*03*&_M$&#;%`+&M0%+&<$8&<;Q$&)%+"6&*<$&*+80"9<+$%*&;)+I`&
!;M&#;&3;)&9$+&+;&+<0+&E0Q"63u&o7<$&3;)+<&"*p&9;"%9&+;&O$$K&8)%%"%9&/$,0)*$&*<$`*&%;+&
+8$0+$#&M$66I&J66&;E&+<0+&,;Q$*&"%+;&K603I&a0Q"63&"*&,8"+",06&E;8&0&6;+&;E&+<$&"**)$*ImAd&["+<R
;)+&K8;E$**";%06&8$*;)8,$*&+;&<$6K&E0Q"6"$*&6$08%&+;&,;Q$&+;&+$8Q*&M"+<&+<$"8&,<"6#8$%`*&
"#$%+"+"$*1&()#9$*&08$&;E+$%&6$E+&+;&0##8$**&+<$*$&"**)$*&"%&M<0+$>$8&M03&+<$3&,0%I&^%$&
()#9$&60Q$%+$#1&l[$&#;%`+&<0>$&8$*;)8,$*I&7<$&/"99$*+&8$*;)8,$&M$&<0>$&"*&Q$&E)**"%9&
0+&K08$%+*& E;8&%;+&0,,$K+"%9&+<$"8&,<"6#8$%&E;8&/$"%9&903&;8& 6$*/"0%ImAC&[<$8$&*$8>",$*&
$5"*+1&+<$3&,0%&/$&<$6KE)6I&J&E$M&K$;K6$&Q$%+";%$#&"%&"%+$8>"$M*&+<0+&E0Q"63&,;)%*$6R
"%91&"%,6)#"%9&*$8>",$*&K8;>"#$#&"%&+<$&<;Q$1&<0>$&<$6K$#&*+8$%9+<$%&+<$&K08$%+R,<"6#&
8$60+";%*<"KI&

A Note on the Danger of Basing Prosecution Decisions on a 
Youth’s Need for Services

7<$&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&+;&K8;>"#$&,;)8+R"%>;6>$#&3;)+<&M"+<&%$,R
$**083& +8$0+Q$%+&*$8>",$*& "*&)%#"*K)+$#I&4$,0)*$&Q0%3&E0Q"6"$*& 60,O&0,,$**& +;&0#$W)0+$&
Q$%+06&<$06+<&*$8>",$*&"%&+<$"8&,;QQ)%"+"$*1&*;Q$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&<0>$&,;Q$&



89

+;&>"$M&+<$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&0*&+<$&#$E0)6+&Q$%+06&<$06+<&*3*+$QI&J*&0&8$*)6+1&+<$3&M"66"%963&
+0O$&*<;8+,)+*&08;)%#&#)$&K8;,$**&+;&K8;>"#$&3;)+<&M"+<&+<$&*$8>",$*&+<0+&08$&0>0"60/6$&"%&
+<$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&

^%$& K8;*$,)+;81& E;8& $50QK6$1& $5K60"%$#& +<0+& <$&M0*&Q;8$& 6"O$63& +;& K$+"+";%& 0%& .247&
<-(01A)%4&)#%$1#"%*&/,+<%4-"V,40)%#S,)0#'%?#4&()#%G(3#",+#%4-(.0%,"3-+3#/#"0%`,)%&%"#4R
$**083&*+$K&I&I&I&+;&9$+&E0Q"63&,;)%*$6"%9&"%&;8#$8&+;&0##8$**&+<$&8$60+";%06&*+8$**&+<0+&.247&
"**)$*&,0)*$&;%&Q0%3&E0Q"6"$*Im&7<"*&K80,+",$1&<;M$>$81&"*&E)%#0Q$%+0663&)%E0"8I&=)>$%"6$&
0#()#",0+";%*&/8"%9&M"+<&+<$Q&+<$&0M$*;Q$&K8;*K$,+&;E&6;**&;E&6"/$8+31&0*&M$66&0*&0&<;*+&
;E&;+<$8&*<;8+R&0%#&6;%9R+$8Q&,;%*$W)$%,$*&+<0+&,0%&%$90+">$63&"QK0,+&0%&"%#">"#)06`*&
6"E$&;)+,;Q$*I&

@#4,',"5%0-%2+#%&%4&)#%H-.%#"4-(.&5,"5%<-(01%0-%;+#&'%5(,+0<^%/#.#+<%0-%)#4(.#%)#.3,4#)%
"9%;8$*& +<$*$& <08*<& 8$06"+"$*& 0%#&#$K8">$*& 3;)+<& ;E& #)$& K8;,$**I&L;8$;>$81& )*"%9& +<$&
()>$%"6$& ()*+",$& *3*+$Q& "%& +<"*&M03&#"*+;8+*& +<$&K)8K;*$&;E& +<$& *3*+$QI&[<$%& ()>$%"6$&
,;)8+&K8;,$**"%9&"*&%;+&;+<$8M"*$&%$,$**0831&3;)+<&*<;)6#&8$,$">$&*$8>",$*&;)+*"#$&;E&+<$&
()*+",$&*3*+$QI

Practice Tip:  Respecting the Privacy Rights of LGBT Youth

The decision to reveal information about a youth’s sexual orientation and gender identity 
belongs to the youth alone. Some youth will freely reveal this information to everyone in 
a case; others might not feel as comfortable discussing their LGBT-identity or might want 
to keep it from professionals or their parents. One young woman named Claire explained 
that she did not tell anyone working on her case that she is a lesbian because she was 
afraid of what her parents would do if they learned this information from others in court.30 

Juvenile justice professionals should respect each youth’s privacy and never disclose a 
youth’s sexual orientation or gender identity unless the youth has given them permission. 
This principle applies even in situations in which professionals conclude that revealing 
information about a youth’s sexual orientation or gender identity against a youth’s wishes 
is “in the youth’s best interests.” Doing so could compromise a youth’s safety at home, in 
placement, at school, and even in the courthouse, as well as violate his or her trust. Equity 
K%-D$(6*+')&'@4* %$,$3/$)* &'463'($4* &'*=<&(<*#%-7$44&-'3/4*<3,$*%$/32$)*<&@</2*4$'4&6&,$*
and personal information, such as a youth’s HIV status or LGBT identity, without consult-
ing with the youth or protecting the youth’s privacy rights to the greatest extent possible. 

Juvenile justice professionals should take the following steps to protect the privacy rights of 
LGBT youth:

  K%-7$44&-'3/4*4<-1/)*38&)$*82*3//*3##/&(38/$*$6<&(3/*@1&)$/&'$4*3')*(-'+)$'6&3/&62*/3=4*
regarding disclosure of case information. Even if no legal or ethical prohibition on disclo-
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sure exists, professionals should, with the youth’s consent, share only that information 
which is necessary to achieve a particular purpose, such as identifying an appropriate 
placement.

  Defense attorneys, in particular, are bound by the duty of loyalty to their clients, the at-
torney-client privilege, and the duty to engage in client-directed representation. Defense 
attorneys are therefore ethically bound to allow the client to decide whether to disclose 
his or her sexual orientation or gender identity in the course of the case. 

  The court should honor requests to redact information about a youth’s sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity in court records. 

  Defense attorneys should ensure that clients understand who has access to court 
records or other documents that contain personal information.
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Harmful and Inappropriate Use of Pretrial Detention

laVbE$0$&"*&%.&/2?)$&"%&#$+$%+".%&2*&2&#$+$00$%+&+.&#$?"%F)$%,GK&VE$&,E"?#&IE.&I"??&C$&
#$+$00$#&CG&2&*+2G&"%&#$+$%+".%&"*&+E$&*2B$&,E"?#&IE.&"*&2DD$,+$#&J.*"+"/$?G&CG&E"*&,.)0+&

2JJ$202%,$*&C$D.0$&+E$&()#3$KLc

—Institute of Judicial Administration-American Bar Association  
Juvenile Justice Standard 3.3 

H$*+80"%+*&;%&0&3;)+<`*&E8$$#;Q&K$%#"%9&+8"06&08$&9$%$80663&,;%+8083&+;&K)/6",&K;6",3IA&L;*+&
*+0+$&*+0+)+$*&K8;>"#$&+<0+&K8$+8"06&#$+$%+";%&*<;)6#&/$&)*$#&;%63&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&066$9$#&
#$6"%W)$%+*&0KK$08&"%&,;)8+&;8&+;&Q"%"Q"X$&+<$&8"*O&;E&*$8";)*&8$;EE$%#"%9&M<"6$&,)88$%+&
,<089$*&08$&K$%#"%9Ig&:;)+<&M<;&#;&%;+&Q$$+&+<$*$&*+0%#08#*&Q)*+&/$&8$6$0*$#&+;&+<$"8&
K08$%+1&9)08#"0%1&;8&,08$9">$81&;8&;+<$8&*)"+0/6$&%;%*$,)8$&K60,$Q$%+Ih&N8;E$**";%06&*+0%R
#08#*&0%#&9)"#$6"%$*&K8;>"#$&+<0+&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%*&*<;)6#&/$&/0*$#&;%&;/($,+">$1&$>"R
#$%,$R/0*$#&,8"+$8"01&0%#&()8"*#",+";%*&*<;)6#&#$>$6;K&0%&08803&;E&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%&
+<0+&,0%&$%*)8$&K)/6",&*0E$+3&0%#&3;)+<`*&0KK$080%,$&"%&,;)8+IU&

!;M$>$81& E;8& 0& %)Q/$8& ;E& 8$0*;%*1& "%,6)#"%9& 60,O& ;E& 06+$8%0+">$*& ;8& 0&#$*"8$& +;&K)%"*<&
3;)+<1&Q0%3&()8"*#",+";%*&"%0KK8;K8"0+$63&#$+0"%&3;)+<&K$%#"%9&0#()#",0+";%If&G$*K"+$&+<$&
E0,+&+<0+&+<$&YIDI&,8"Q$&80+$&"*&6;M$8&+<0%&"+&<0*&/$$%&"%&AB&3$08*1&UBB1BBB&3;)+<&08$&#$+0"%$#&
$>$83&3$08&"%&E0,"6"+"$*&0,8;**&+<$&,;)%+83Ij&L0%3&;E&+<$*$&3;)+<&08$&%;+&l<"9<&8"*O1m&0%#&
0KK8;5"Q0+$63&jB&K$8,$%+&08$&#$+0"%$#&E;8&%;%>";6$%+&;EE$%*$*Id&7<$&;>$88$6"0%,$&;%&#$R
+$%+";%&<0*&0&98;**63&#"*K8;K;8+";%0+$&"QK0,+&;%&3;)+<&;E&,;6;8&M<;1&0,,;8#"%9&+;&0&ABBU&
*+)#31&8$K8$*$%+&;>$8&+M;&+<"8#*&;E&+<$&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%IC&

Critical Implications of Detention for LGBT Youth 

7<$&#$,"*";%&+;&#$+0"%&0&3;)%9&K$8*;%&K$%#"%9&0#()#",0+";%&<0*&,8"+",06&"QK6",0+";%*I&F)R
Q$8;)*&*+)#"$*&<0>$&*<;M%&+<0+&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&08$&0+&8"*O&;E&0/)*$1&"%()831&0%#&*)","#$IcB&
?<0K+$8&d&#"*,)**$*&<;M&+<"*&"*&K08+",)60863&+8)$&E;8&.247&3;)+<I&7"Q$&*K$%+&"%&#$+$%+";%&
06*;&"%,8$0*$*&+<$&,<0%,$*&+<0+&0&K08+",)608&3;)+<&M"66&$%909$&"%&#$6"%W)$%+&/$<0>";8&"%&+<$&
E)+)8$1cc&)%#$8Q"%"%9&+<$&8$<0/"6"+0+">$&K)8K;*$&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&*3*+$QI&G$+0"%$#&
3;)+<&08$&,)+&;EE& E8;Q&+<$"8&K8;R*;,"06&,;%%$,+";%*& +;& +<$&,;QQ)%"+31& "%,6)#"%9&K08+","R
K0+";%&"%&$5+80,)88",)608&*,<;;6&0,+">"+"$*1&Q$%+;8"%9&K8;980Q*1&0%#&8$6"9";)*&0,+">"+"$*IcA&
G$+$%+";%&06*;&%$90+">$63&0EE$,+*&3;)+<*`&,;)8+&,0*$*&/$,0)*$&#$+0"%$#&3;)+<&08$&6$**&0/6$&
+;&0**"*+&"%&K8$K08"%9&E;8&+8"061&6$**&6"O$63&+;&Q0O$&0&K;*"+">$&"QK8$**";%&;%&+<$&()#9$1&0%#&
Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&8$,$">$&<08*<$8&#"*K;*"+";%*&+<0%&3;)+<&M<;&08$&8$6$0*$#&K$%#"%9&+8"06Icg&

Emerging Research on LGBT Youth in Detention

'%&ABBj1&+<$&J%%"$&VI&?0*$3&a;)%#0+";%&=)>$%"6$&G$+$%+";%&J6+$8%0+">$*&'%"+"0+">$&S=GJ'T&
E)%#$#&0&%0+";%06&*+)#3&/3&?$8$*&N;6",3&H$*$08,<&+;&ScT&#$+$8Q"%$&<;M&Q0%3&6$*/"0%1&9031&
/"*$5)061&+80%*9$%#$81&0%#&W)$*+";%"%9&S.247tT&3;)+<&08$&#$+0"%$#&"%&()>$%"6$&E0,"6"+"$*&
0%#&SAT&#$+$8Q"%$&M<$+<$8&.247t&3;)+<&08$&$5K$8"$%,"%9&#"EE$8$%+&K0++$8%*&;E&#$+$%+";%&
M<$%&,;QK08$#&M"+<&<$+$8;*$5)06&0%#&9$%#$8R,;%E;8Q"%9&3;)+<Ich&
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7<$&*+)#3&+;;O&K60,$&"%&*"5&=GJ'&()8"*#",+";%*-&N;8+60%#1&^8$9;%Z&J6/)W)$8W)$1&F$M&L$5R
",;Z&L"%%$0K;6"*1&L"%%$*;+0Z&D0%+0&?8)X1&?06"E;8%"0Z&.0*&b$90*1&F$>0#0Z&0%#&4"8Q"%9<0Q1&
J60/0Q0I&^>$8&+<$&,;)8*$&;E&$"9<+&Q;%+<*1&8$*$08,<$8*&,;66$,+$#&Q;8$&+<0%&ABBB&0%;%3R
Q;)*&*)8>$3*&E8;Q&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&"%&+<$*$&()8"*#",+";%*&0+&+<$&+"Q$&;E&"%+0O$I&
7<$&*)8>$3*&"%,6)#$#&#$Q;980K<",&W)$*+";%*1&0*&M$66&0*&W)$*+";%*&0/;)+&3;)+<`*&<"*+;83&
-*%)41--+%',)4,;+,"#B%)41--+R?&)#'%?(++<,"5B%*&/,+<%4-"V,40B%.("","5%&$&<B%&"'%1-/#+#))R
%$**I&'%&0##"+";%1&+<$&*)8>$3*&0*O$#&3;)+<&+;&"%#",0+$&+<$&8$0*;%*&+<$3&<0#&/$$%&088$*+$#&
;>$8&+<$&60*+&+M$6>$&Q;%+<*I&

?;QK6$+$#&"%&$0863&ABBC1&+<$&*+)#3&E;)%#&+<0+&0KK8;5"Q0+$63&cg&K$8,$%+&;E&+<$&3;)+<&*)8R
>$3$#&M$8$&.247tIcU&J&/8$0O#;M%&;E&+<$&+;+06&%)Q/$8&/3&9$%#$8&8$>$06$#&+<0+&cc&K$8,$%+&
-*%?-<)%&"'%cf%;#.4#"0%-*%5,.+)%$#.#%`"-0%)0.&,510a%&)%01#%.#)#&.41#.)%'#2"#'%01&0%0#./6%
?;QK08$#&M"+<&+<$"8&<$+$8;*$5)06&K$$8*1&.247t&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&M$8$-

  7M",$&0*&6"O$63&+;&<0>$&/$$%&8$Q;>$#&E8;Q&+<$"8&<;Q$*&/$,0)*$&*;Q$;%$&M0*&<)8+"%9&
+<$Q&Scc&K$8,$%+&;E&*+80"9<+&3;)+<1&,;QK08$#&M"+<&Ag&K$8,$%+&;E&.247t&3;)+<TZ&

  J6Q;*+&+M",$&0*&6"O$63&+;&<0>$&6">$#&"%&0&E;*+$8&;8&98;)K&<;Q$&Scd&K$8,$%+&;E&*+80"9<+&
3;)+<1&,;QK08$#&M"+<&gA&K$8,$%+&;E&.247t&3;)+<TZ&

  L;8$&+<0%&+M",$&0*&6"O$63&+;&<0>$&/$$%&#$+0"%$#&"%&()>$%"6$&E0,"6"+"$*&E;8&8)%%"%9&
0M03&E8;Q&+<$"8&<;Q$&;8&K60,$Q$%+&ScA&K$8,$%+&;E&*+80"9<+&3;)+<1&,;QK08$#&M"+<&Ad&
K$8,$%+&;E&.247t&3;)+<TZ&0%#

  a;)8&+"Q$*&0*&6"O$63&+;&<0>$&/$$%&#$+0"%$#&"%&()>$%"6$&E0,"6"+"$*&E;8&K8;*+"+)+";%&
SA&K$8,$%+&;E&*+80"9<+&3;)+<1&,;QK08$#&M"+<&C&K$8,$%+&;E&.247t&3;)+<TI

J%;+<$8&*+)#3&/3&?$8$*&N;6",3&H$*$08,<&"%&ABBj&06*;&E;)%#&+<0+&6$*/"0%1&9031&/"*$5)061&0%#&
W)$*+";%"%9&S.24tT&3;)+<&08$&Q;8$& 6"O$63& +<0%&<$+$8;*$5)06&3;)+<& +;&/$&#$+0"%$#I&7<$&
8$*$08,<$8*&*)8>$3$#&hAd&*+)#$%+*1&chR+;Rcj&3$08*&;E&09$1& E8;Q&ch&*,<;;6*& "%&D0%+0&?8)X&
?;)%+31&?06"E;8%"01&M"+<&+<$&K)8K;*$&;E&$50Q"%"%9&+<$&6"%O&/$+M$$%&06,;<;6&0%#&#8)9&)*$1&
*,<;;6& *)*K$%*";%& 0%#& $5K)6*";%1& 0%#& ()>$%"6$& #$+$%+";%& 0Q;%9& 3;)+<& "%& +<$& ,;)%+3Icf&
J6+<;)9<&%;+&+<$&E;,)*&;E&+<$&*+)#31&+<$&#0+0&8$>$06$#&+<0+&.24t&3;)+<&M$8$&#"*K8;K;8R
+";%0+$63&#$+0"%$#&"%&D0%+0&?8)X&?;)%+3I&7<"8+3R$"9<+&K$8,$%+&;E&.24t&3;)+<&*)8>$3$#1&
,;QK08$#& +;& ;%63& C&K$8,$%+& ;E& 066& 3;)+<& *)8>$3$#1& <0#&/$$%& 088$*+$#& 0%#&#$+0"%$#I& '%&
0##"+";%1&.24t&3;)+<&M$8$&Q;8$&+<0%&+M",$&0*&6"O$63&+;&<0>$&/$$%&#$+0"%$#&E;8&#8)9R&;8&
06,;<;6R8$60+$#&;EE$%*$*Icj&&
&

Factors Leading to the Unnecessary Detention of LGBT Youth

JKK8;5"Q0+$63&<06E&;E&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&*)8>$3&8$*K;%#$%+*&"%#",0+$#&+<0+&;>$8)*$&;E&#$+$%R
+";%&M0*&0&l>$83&*$8";)*m&;8&l*;Q$M<0+&*$8";)*m&*3*+$Q",&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&
()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q1&0%#&%)Q$8;)*&"%+$8>"$M$$*&8$K;8+$#&,0*$*&"%&M<",<&.247&3;)+<&
$#.#%'#0&,"#'% #3#"% 01-(51% 01#<%;-)#'%"-%V,510% -.% )&*#0<% .,)[6% dP(,0<%>.-G#40% 2"',"5)%
"%#",0+$&+<0+&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&"%0KK8;K8"0+$63&#$+0"%*&.247&3;)+<&E;8&0&>08"$+3&
;E&8$0*;%*I&
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LGBT youth are frequently detained because they lack family support.
G$+0"%"%9&0&3;)+<&Q$8$63&/$,0)*$&<"*&;8&<$8&E0Q"63&8$E)*$*&+;&066;M&<"Q&;8&<$8&/0,O&<;Q$&
"*&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&0%#&)%%$,$**083I&'%*+$0#1&+<$&,;)8+&*<;)6#&;8#$8&K60,$Q$%+&;E&+<$&3;)%9&
K$8*;%&"%&O"%*<"K&,08$1&E;*+$8&,08$1&;8&0%;+<$8&%;%*$,)8$&$%>"8;%Q$%+Icd&:$+&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&
2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%+&4[%-*%*&/,+<%)(;;-.0%*-.%/&"<%LJNO%<-(01%,)%&%),5",24&"0%*&40-.%
6$0#"%9&+;&+<$"8&#$+$%+";%I&D$>$806&#$E$%#$8*&M<;&M$8$&"%+$8>"$M$#&#$*,8"/$#&.247&,6"R
$%+*&M<;&M$8$&#$+0"%$#&*;6$63&/$,0)*$&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*&#"*0KK8;>$#&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0R
+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&0%#&8$E)*$#&+;&066;M&+<$Q&+;&8$+)8%&<;Q$I&a;8&$50QK6$1&M<$%&;%$&
E0+<$8&+;6#&+<$&()#9$&"%&,;)8+&+<0+&<$&#"#&%;+&M0%+&<"*&*;%&"%&<"*&<;Q$&/$,0)*$&<$&M0*&9031&
+<$& ()#9$& ;8#$8$#& +<$& 3;)+<& #$+0"%$#&M"+<;)+& ,;%*"#$8"%9& 06+$8%0+">$& K60,$Q$%+*I& 7<$&
,0*$&"%>;6>$#&0&#;Q$*+",&/0++$83&,<089$1&0%#&+<$&#$E$%#$8&,;QQ$%+$#1&l'%&o0%3&;+<$8&,0*$&
6"O$&+<"*p1&+<$&()#9$&M;)6#&<0>$&*$%+&$>$83;%$&<;Q$&0%#&+;6#&+<$Q&+;&9;&+;&,;)%*$6"%91&/)+&
<"*&G0#&M0*&()*+&8$0663&0%+"R903ImcC&

Courts inappropriately detain LGBT youth out of concern for their safety.
'%&;+<$8&"%*+0%,$*1&,;)8+*&#$+0"%&.247&3;)+<&/0*$#&;%&0&Q"*,;%,$K+";%&+<0+&"+&M"66&*$8>$&
+<$"8&/$*+& "%+$8$*+*I&J*&;%$&#$E$%#$8&$5K60"%$#1&l7<$&,;)8+&<$8$&8$0663&/$6"$>$*&"+`*&0&/$R
%$>;6$%+&,;)8+1&0%#&*;&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$*$&O"#*&E8;Q&/$"%9&;)+&;%&+<$&*+8$$+&;8&/$"%9&"%&0&E0Q"63&
*"+)0+";%&+<0+&Q03&%;+&/$&"#$061m&.247&3;)+<&08$&#$+0"%$#&E8$W)$%+63IAB&J%;+<$8&()>$%"6$&
()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&%;+$#& +<0+& 6$*/"0%*1& "%&K08+",)6081&08$&Q;8$& 6"O$63& +;&/$&#$+0"%$#&/$R
,0)*$&#$,"*";%&Q0O$8*&"%&+<$&*3*+$Q&lM0%+&+;&K8;+$,+&9"86*m&0%#&>"$M&6$*/"0%"*Q&l0*&8"*O3&
/$<0>";8&;8&<08Q&+;&*$6EImAc&

Practice Tips for Judges at Detention Hearings  
Involving LGBT Youth

F6*)$6$'6&-'*<$3%&'@4?*D1)@$4*.146*8$*(-@'&A3'6*-7*6<$*$"#$%&$'($4*3')*(-'($%'4*-7*LMNG*
youth who appear before them. In particular, judges should: 

C**K%-6$(6*6<$*(-'+)$'6&3/&62*-7*&'7-%.36&-'*%$/36$)*6-*6<$*2-16<J4*4$"13/*-%&$'636&-'*-%*
gender identity. Does the youth self-identify as LGBT? If so, who knows the youth is LGBT? 
Is the youth comfortable with open discussions of his or her sexual orientation or gender 
&)$'6&62*&'*(-1%6*#%-($$)&'@4O*P7*'-6?*<-=*(3'*6<$*2-16<J4*LMNG*&)$'6&+(36&-'*8$*H$#6*
private during the detention hearing?
C  Ensure a defense attorney represents the youth at the detention hearing. 
C**!"#/-%$*=<$6<$%*73.&/2*(-'9&(64*$"&46*-,$%*6<$*2-16<J4*4$"13/*-%&$'636&-'*-%*@$')$%*&)$'-

tity. If the parent or custodian refuses to accept the youth back into the home because 
-7*6<$*(-'9&(6?*(3'*4$%,&($4*8$*#%-,&)$)*6-*6<$*73.&/2O*Q3'*-6<$%*%$/36&,$4*-%*&')&,&)13/4*
close to the youth safely serve as a temporary placement for the youth? If not, are any 
LGBT-competent nonsecure placements available?
C  Reject recommendations for detention that are based on unfounded biases about LGBT 

youth. 
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C  Consider whether a youth’s problems at school might be related to LGBT-stigma. If the 
youth has a poor attendance record, is it related to harassment or abuse based on the 
youth’s actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity?
C  Understand the youth’s immediate medical needs, if defense counsel or other parties 

raise the issue in court. Is a transgender youth receiving hormone or other medical treat-
ments, whether medically prescribed or not? If the youth is placed out-of-home, how can 
the court ensure the continuation of treatment?
C  Ensure that LGBT youth are not placed in detention facilities unless staff can keep 

them safe and treat them respectfully. If the LGBT youth is currently detained, has 
the youth been treated respectfully? Have staff isolated or segregated the youth? Has 
the youth experienced abuse because of his or her LGBT identity? Can the detention 
facility adequately protect an LGBT youth from physical and sexual assault? Does the 
youth have any mental health issues, including a trauma history that further compro-
mises the youth’s safety in detention? If detained, is it necessary to issue an order 
requiring the facility not to discriminate against the LGBT youth and to ensure the 
youth’s physical and emotional safety? 
C  Explore whether additional steps are needed to ensure the safety of transgender youth in 

detention. 
C  Will the facility house youth according to her or his gender identity rather than birth sex? 

Is an order needed to require the facility to respect a transgender youth’s gender expres-
sion or to ensure the youth receives appropriate medical care? 

Experiences of abuse and harassment increase the likelihood that LGBT youth 
who are at low-risk of flight or reoffending will be detained. 
W"%'#4,',"5%$1#01#.%&%<-(01%,)%&%V,510%.,)[B%G('5#)%-*0#"%4-"),'#.%$1#01#.%&%<-(01%1&)%&%
<"*+;83&;E&8)%%"%9&0M031&K;;8&*,<;;6&0++$%#0%,$1&;8&*)/*+0%,$&0/)*$IAA&N8;/6$Q*&0+&<;Q$&
&"'%,"%01#%4-//(",0<%,"4.#&)#%01#%+,[#+,1--'%01&0%&%G('5#%$,++%4-"),'#.%01#%<-(01%&%V,510%
8"*O1&$>$%&"E&+<$&)%#$863"%9&;EE$%*$&"%&+<$&,0*$&"*&%;%>";6$%+I&.247&3;)+<`*&$5K$8"$%,$*&;E&
.#G#40,-"%-.%1&.&))/#"0%&0%1-/#B%&0%)41--+B%-.%,"%01#%4-//(",0<%4&"%)[#$%01#%V,510%.,)[%'#R
+$8Q"%0+";%I&a;8&$50QK6$1&*;Q$&.247&3;)+<&*O"K&*,<;;6&E8$W)$%+63&+;&0>;"#&<080**Q$%+1&
0&E0,+;8&M<",<&"*&,;)%+$#&090"%*+&+<$Q&0+&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*I&D"Q"608631&Q0%3&.247&3;)+<&
<0>$& 8)%& 0M03& E8;Q& <;Q$& ;8& ;)+R;ER<;Q$& K60,$Q$%+*& +;& $*,0K$& 0/)*$& ;8& <080**Q$%+&
/0*$#&;%&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&7<$*$&3;)+<&Q"9<+&/$&#$+0"%$#&0*&0&
V,510%.,)[%#3#"%01-(51%01#<%1&3#%.("%*.-/%),0(&0,-")%01&0%$#.#%1&./*(+%*-.%01#/6%E)%-"#%
#$E$%#$8&$5K60"%$#1&l'&<0>$&<0#&0&*)/*+0%+"06&%)Q/$8&;E&903&o,6"$%+*p&+<0+&M$8$&068$0#3&
8)%0M03*1&0%#&"+`*&,;%*"#$8$#&+;&/$&0%&J[^.&<"*+;831&0%#&+<0+&Q0O$*&"+&Q;8$&6"O$63&+<$3&
M"66&/$&<$6#1&06+<;)9<&+<0+&#;$*%`+&%$,$**08"63&Q$0%&+<$3&08$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&*O"K&,;)8+ImAg&

'%&*;Q$& ()8"*#",+";%*1&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%*&08$&/0*$#&K8"Q08"63&;%&8$*)6+*&;E&8"*OR*,8$$%"%9&
"%*+8)Q$%+*& +<0+& 08$& 0#Q"%"*+$8$#& 0+& "%+0O$I&J6+<;)9<& +<$*$& "%*+8)Q$%+*& 08$& "%+$%#$#& +;&
K8;>"#$&0%&;/($,+">$&/0*"*&E;8&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%*1&*;Q$&"%#">"#)06*&"%+$8>"$M$#&/3&VW)"+3&
N8;($,+& *+0EE& 80"*$#&,;%,$8%*& +<0+& *,8$$%"%9& +;;6*& "%& +<$"8& ()8"*#",+";%*& 6$#& +;& +<$&)%%$,$*R
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*083&#$+$%+";%&;E&.247&3;)+<I&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&?;QQ"++$$&SVNJ?T&Q$Q/$8&.0)80&
208%$++$1&E;8Q$8&G"8$,+;8&;E&=)>$%"6$&N8;/0+";%&"%&D0%+0&?8)X&?;)%+31&?06"E;8%"01&$5K60"%$#-&

>.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)%)1-(+'%?#%&$&.#%01&0%LJNO%<-(01%/&<%)4-.#%1,51%-"%01#)#%,"R
)0.(/#"0)%#3#"% ,*% 01#<%&.#%"-0%&%V,510% .,)[%-.%&% .,)[% 0-%;(?+,4% )&*#0<B%?(0% .&01#.%
/$,0)*$&Q0%3&.247&3;)+<&<0>$&0&8)%0M03&<"*+;831&K;;8&*,<;;6&0++$%#0%,$1&#8)9&
;8&06,;<;6&)*$1&;8&%;&E0Q"63&+;&K",O&+<$Q&)K]066&;E&M<",<&0##&K;"%+*&+;&+<$"8&+;+06&
)4-.#6%O1,)%/&[#)%,0%4.,0,4&+%01&0%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)%&)[%&'',0,-"&+%P(#)0,-")%0-%5#0%
+<$&8$06&*+;83I&J&903&O"#&M<;&80%&0M03&E8;Q&<;Q$&/$,0)*$&<"*&E0Q"63&"*&0/)*"%9&
<"Q&#;$*%`+&%$$#&#$+$%+";%Z&<$&%$$#*&0&*0E$&0%#&*)KK;8+">$&<;Q$IAh&

Detention determinations for LGBT youth are sometimes based on bias.
'%&*;Q$&,0*$*1&/"0*$*&090"%*+&.247&3;)+<&)%#$86"$&+<$&#$+$%+";%&#$+$8Q"%0+";%I&J&()>$%"6$&
#$E$%#$8&#$*,8"/$#& ,6"$%+*&M<;&M$8$&#$+0"%$#&)%%$,$**08"63& lM<$%& ,;)8+& ,;)%*$6;8*]
M<;*$&;K"%";%&+<$&()#9$&+0O$*&>$83&*$8";)*63],0+$9;8"X$#&+<$&3;)+<`*&.247&"#$%+"+3&0*&
0%&_"%*+0/"6"+3`&;8&_0,+"%9R;)+&/$<0>";8I`&mAU%W"%&'',0,-"B%-"#%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%)&,'%01&0%)1#%
/$6"$>$*&.247&3;)+<&08$&Q;8$&6"O$63&+;&8$W)"8$&#$+$%+";%&+<0%&%;%R.247&3;)+<&/$,0)*$&
;E+$%&+<$3&l08$&Q;8$&0998$**">$&0%#&Q;8$&,;%E8;%+0+";%06ImAf&D;Q$+"Q$*&/"0*$*&08$&/)"6+&
"%+;&+<$&8"*OR*,8$$%"%9&"%*+8)Q$%+*Z&E;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&#$E$%#$8&,8"+","X$#&+<$&*,8$$%"%9&+;;6&
"%&<$8&%;8+<$0*+$8%&*+0+$&/$,0)*$&"+&*,;8$*&3;)+<&0*&l<"9<$8&8"*Om&"E&+<$3&<0>$&<0#&*$5)06&
$5K$8"$%,$*&M"+<&*;Q$;%$&;E&+<$&*0Q$&*$5IAj&

Many jurisdictions lack alternatives to detention that  
are appropriate for LGBT youth.
=)>$%"6$&,;)8+*&*<;)6#&<0>$&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&06+$8%0+">$*& +;&*$,)8$&#$+$%+";%&0>0"60/6$& E;8&
3;)+<&M<;1&E;8&*0E$+3&8$0*;%*1&,0%%;+&/$&8$6$0*$#&+;&+<$"8&K08$%+&;8&,)*+;#"0%&M"+<;)+&*;Q$&
+3K$&;E&*$8>",$*IAd&^>$8&+<$&60*+&E$M&3$08*1&*;Q$&()8"*#",+";%*&<0>$&#$>$6;K$#&0&>08"$+3&;E&
06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%1&/)+&"%&Q0%3&K60,$*&*),<&06+$8%0+">$*&08$&*+"66&*;8$63&60,O"%9I&N8;QR
"*"%9& 06+$8%0+">$*& +;& #$+$%+";%& "%,6)#$& $6$,+8;%",&
Q;%"+;8"%91& *<$6+$8& ,08$1& ,;QQ)%"+3& *)K$8>"*";%&
/3&3;)+<&0#>;,0+$*1&%"9<+63&8$K;8+"%9&+;&,;QQ)R
%"+3& ,$%+$8*1& 0%#& 8$E$8806& +;& ,0*$M;8O$8*& 80+<$8&
+<0%&+;&,;)8+&;8&K8;/0+";%&K$8*;%%$6IAC&F)Q$8;)*&
"%#">"#)06*&"%+$8>"$M$#&E;8&+<"*&K8;($,+&$5K8$**$#&
E8)*+80+";%& 0/;)+& +<$& E0,+& +<0+& +<$"8& ()8"*#",+";%*&
+&4[#'% )(*24,#"0% '#0#"0,-"% &+0#."&0,3#)% 5#"#.&++<B%
;8&+<0+&+<$&K8;980Q*&"%&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%*&8$E)*$#&
+;& 0,,$K+1& ;8& M$8$& ;+<$8M"*$& )%*)KK;8+">$& ;E1&
.247&3;)+<I&["+<;)+&0#$W)0+$&06+$8%0+">$*1&VNJ?&
Q$Q/$8&0%#&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3&\"Q&a;8+$&$5K60"%$#1&
lL0%3&.247&3;)+<&$%#&)K&"%&#$+$%+";%&M<$%&+<$3&
#;%`+&%$$#&+;&/$&+<$8$I&[$&%$$#&+;&<0>$&06+$8%0+">$&
K60,$Q$%+*& E;8&.247&3;)+<&+<0+&08$& E8"$%#63&0%#&
*0E$&0%#&<0>$&+80"%$#&*+0EEImgB
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http://www.aecf.org/~/media/PublicationFiles/FINAL%20%20%202008%20Juvenile%20Justice%20Fact%20Sheet%20%20%20with%20logo.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/upload/PublicationFiles/jdai_facts1.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/upload/PublicationFiles/jdai_facts2.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/PublicationFiles/FINAL%20%20%202008%20Juvenile%20Justice%20Fact%20Sheet%20%20%20with%20logo.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/PublicationFiles/FINAL%20%20%202008%20Juvenile%20Justice%20Fact%20Sheet%20%20%20with%20logo.pdf
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Unsafe and Unfair Conditions of Confinement  
for LGBT Youth

@e$&E2/$&2&I2G&E20#$0&?"D$&IE$%&I$`0$&"%,20,$02+$#K&M+02"3E+&J$.J?$&E2/$&2&E20#&+"B$&E$0$H&
C)+&E.B.*$4)2?*&20$&02J$#H&3$+&D..#&+E0.I%&2+&+E$BH&20$&()BJ$#H&E)B"?"2+$#H&&

P.#&Y%.I*&IE2+&I"??&E2JJ$%&+.&+E$BKL5

—Dale, 15-year-old white gay male youth

7<$&Y%"+$#&D+0+$*&?;%*+"+)+";%&$5+$%#*&,8"+",06&8"9<+*&+;&#$+0"%$#&0%#&"%,08,$80+$#&3;)+<1&
"%,6)#"%9&+<$&8"9<+&+;&/$&E8$$&E8;Q&K<3*",061&$Q;+";%061&0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$1&0*&M$66&0*&)%R
.#&)-"&?+<% .#)0.,40,3#% 4-"',0,-")%-*% 4-"2"#/#"06%D-"2"#'%<-(01%&+)-%1&3#% 01#% .,510% 0-%
8$,$">$&0#$W)0+$&<$06+<&,08$&0%#&E0"8&0%#&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+;83&+8$0+Q$%+IA& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&
K8;E$**";%06*&<0>$&0&,;88$*K;%#"%9&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$*$&8"9<+*I&G$+$%+";%&*+0EE&
/()0%;.-3,'#%)&*#%&"'%*&,.%4-"',0,-")%-*%4-"2"#/#"06g&'%&Q;*+&()8"*#",+";%*1&()#9$*&06*;&
1&3#%)0&0(0-.<%.#);-"),?,+,0<% 0-%/-",0-.% 01#%0.#&0/#"0%-*%4-"2"#'%<-(016h&D"Q"608631&#$R
E$%*$& 0++;8%$3*&<0>$& 0& 8$*K;%*"/"6"+3& +;& ,<066$%9$& 0%3&#$K8">0+";%&;E& 8"9<+*& +<0+& ,6"$%+*&
*)EE$8&"%&*$,)8$&E0,"6"+"$*IU&

E+01-(51%01#)#%.,510)%&"'%.#);-"),?,+,0,#)%&.#%4+#&.B%<-(01%4-"2"#'%,"%'#0#"0,-"%&"'%)#4(.#%
E0,"6"+"$*&E0,$&*$8";)*1&M$66R#;,)Q$%+$#&<08Q*I&L0%3&E0,"6"+"$*&08$&;>$8,8;M#$#1&K8;>"#$&
Q"%"Q06& +80"%"%9& +;& *+0EE1& 0%#& ;EE$8& 6"++6$& ;8& %;& *)K$8>"*";%& ;8& K8;980QQ"%9& +;& 3;)+<If&
L$#",06& ,08$& "*& %;+;8";)*63&K;;81& 0%#&Q$0%"%9E)6&Q$%+06& <$06+<& +8$0+Q$%+& "*&#$%"$#& +;&
Q0%3& "%,08,$80+$#&3;)+<Ij&?;)%+6$**& 3;)+<& $5K$8"$%,$& 0**0)6+*1& 80K$*1& 0%#&/$0+"%9*&/3&
;+<$8&3;)+<&0%#&*+0EEId&

'%&ABBf1&0&98;)%#/8$0O"%9&60M*)"+&$5K;*$#&+<$&$98$9";)*&+8$0+Q$%+&;E&.247&3;)+<&,;%R
2"#'%,"%01#%b&$&,o,%K-(01%D-..#40,-"&+%=&4,+,0<%HbKD=^6%W"%SKPK&/K&̂ .??$01&+<8$$&.247&3;)+<&
2+#'%&% +&$)(,0% ,"% *#'#.&+%',)0.,40% 4-(.0% 41&++#"5,"5% 01#% *&,+(.#%-*% *&4,+,0<% )0&**% 0-%;.-0#40%
+<$Q& E8;Q& 8$6$%+6$**& K<3*",061& $Q;+";%061& 0%#& *$5)06& 0/)*$& /3& ;+<$8& 3;)+<IC& 7<$& ,;)8+&
5.&"0#'%01#%<-(01)A%/-0,-"%*-.%&%;.#+,/,"&.<% ,"G("40,-"B%2"',"5%01&0% 01#<%$-(+'% +,[#+<%
;.#3&,+%&0% 0.,&+% ,"%)1-$,"5% 01#% *&4,+,0<%3,-+&0#'% 01#,.%'(#%;.-4#))% .,510)6%];#4,24&++<B% 01#%
,;)8+&E;)%#&+<0+&!:?a&ScT&E0"6$#&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$&K60"%+"EE*&E8;Q&K<3*",06&0%#&K*3,<;6;9",06&
0/)*$1&SAT&)*$#&"*;60+";%&0*&0&Q$0%*&+;&K8;+$,+&.247&3;)+<&E8;Q&0/)*$1&SgT&E0"6$#&+;&K8;>"#$&
;-+,4,#)%&"'%0.&,","5%"#4#))&.<%0-%;.-0#40%LJNO%<-(01B%He^%','%"-0%1&3#%&'#P(&0#%)0&*2"5%
&"'%)(;#.3,),-"%-.%&% *("40,-","5%5.,#3&"4#%)<)0#/B%&"'%HU^% *&,+#'%0-%()#%&%4+&)),24&0,-"%
*3*+$Q&+<0+&K8;+$,+*&>)6%$80/6$&3;)+<I&

dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%01#%#S;#.,#"4#)%-*%01#%;+&,"0,**)%,"%SKPK&/K&^.??$0&M$8$&
%;+&)%"W)$I&N8;E$**";%06*&"%+$8>"$M$#&E;8&+<"*&8$K;8+&;>$8M<$6Q"%963&098$$#&+<0+&.247&
3;)+<&E0,$&K08+",)60863&0,)+$&0/)*$1&<080**Q$%+1&"*;60+";%1&0%#&#"*8$*K$,+&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&
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LGBT Youth Suffer Physical, Sexual, and  
Emotional Abuse in Facilities

RH!$%&8",<<=&@,80&!)&A"&1*&0"!"*!1)*P&6")(<"&N,*!&!)&92@!&,*0&!@"=&
a,2??&G.)&%2B$*H&?"Y$b&32G&C"+,EKL5>

—Brianna, a 17-year-old black-Asian lesbian youth

.247&3;)+<&08$&K08+",)608&+089$+*&E;8&>";6$%,$&M"+<"%&E0,"6"+"$*I&JKK8;5"Q0+$63&dB&K$8,$%+&
;E&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&*)8>$3&8$*K;%#$%+*&"%#",0+$#&+<0+&60,O&;E&*0E$+3&"%&#$+$%+";%&M0*&0&*$8"R
;)*&K8;/6$Q&E;8&.247&3;)+<1&0%#&Q;8$&+<0%&<06E&;E&#$+$%+";%&M;8O$8*&*)8>$3$#&8$K;8+$#&
<0>"%9&K$8*;%06&O%;M6$#9$&;E& "%*+0%,$*& "%&M<",<&#$+0"%$#&.247&3;)+<&M$8$&Q"*+8$0+$#&
/$,0)*$&;E&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&'%+$8>"$M*&06*;&8$>$06$#&0&M"#$*K8$0#&
K0++$8%&;E&/)663"%91&<080**Q$%+1&0%#&%0Q$R,066"%9&;E&.247&3;)+<&/3&*+0EE&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<&
,"%'#0#"0,-"%&"'%4-..#40,-"&+%,")0,0(0,-")6%O1#)#%2"',"5)%)(;;-.0%),/,+&.%.#)(+0)%*.-/%;&)0%
*+)#"$*I&'%&ABBc1&+<$&Y8/0%&=)*+",$&?$%+$8&#;,)Q$%+$#&K$8>0*">$&>$8/06&0%#&K<3*",06&<080**R
Q$%+&0%#&0/)*$&E8;Q&*+0EE&0%#&K$$8*&;E&"%,08,$80+$#&.247&3;)+<&"%&F$M&:;8OIcc&V"9<+&3$08*&
60+$81& 0&K)/6",0+";%&;E& +<$&F0+";%06&?;)%,"6&;%&?8"Q$&0%#&G$6"%W)$%,3& E;)%#& +<0+&Q0%3&
;K$%63&.247&3;)+<& "%&?06"E;8%"0& ()>$%"6$& E0,"6"+"$*&<0#&/$$%&*$5)0663&0**0)6+$#&M<"6$& "%R
,08,$80+$#1&0%#&*+0EE&8$9)60863&E0"6$#&+;&8$*K;%#&0KK8;K8"0+$63IcA&J*&?0K+0"%&:;)%91&VW)"+3&
N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&?;QQ"++$$&SVNJ?T&Q$Q/$8&0%#&3;)+<&0#>;,0+$1&$5K60"%$#-

7<$8$&08$&K8;/6$Q*&M"+<&+<$&*3*+$Q&E;8&066&3;)+<1&/)+&"+`*&M;8*$&E;8&.247t&3;)+<I&
4$"%9&.247t&"%&()>$%"6$&<066&"*&0&E;8/"##$%&+0/;;I&.247t&3;)+<&08$&%;+&+;6#1&l'+`*&
^\&+;&/$&M<;&3;)&08$Im& '%*+$0#&+<$3&9$+& +<$&Q$**09$& +<0+& +<$3`8$&/0#I&.247t&
3;)+<&08$&<080**$#1&"*;60+$#1&,<089$#&M"+<&,8"Q$*&E;8&<0>"%9&8$60+";%*<"K*1&K)%R
"*<$#&0%#&<0>$&+<$"8&K8">"6$9$*&8$>;O$#&E;8&%;&8$0*;%1&K60,$#&;%&Q$#",0+";%1&;8&
()QK$#&/3&;+<$8&3;)+<&M<;`>$&/$$%&;8#$8$#&/3&*+0EE&+;&()QK&+<$QIcg

[<$%&0/)*$&;8&<080**Q$%+&;,,)8*1&E0,"6"+3&0#Q"%"*+80+;8*&<0>$&0&6$906&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&$%*)8$&
+<0+&*+0EE& "%+$8>$%$&K8;QK+63&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$&*0E$+3&;E&8$*"#$%+*Ich&D;Q$&E0,"6"+"$*&<0>$&+0O$%&
*$8";)*63&+<"*&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&+;&K8;+$,+&.247&3;)+<I&D+0EE&"%&;%$&E0,"6"+3&0#Q"%"*+$8&0&M$$O63&
,<$,O6"*+&+;&066&3;)+<&+;&#$+$8Q"%$1&E;8&$50QK6$1&M<$+<$8&3;)+<&<0>$&/$$%&<080**$#&/3&*+0EE&;8&
K$$8*&0%#&M<$+<$8&+<$3&08$&#$K8$**$#&;8&6;%$63I&7<"*&,<$,O6"*+&8$K;8+$#63&<0*&<$6K$#&,8$0+$&0&
,)6+)8$&"%&M<",<&3;)+<&E$$6&,;QE;8+0/6$&$5K8$**"%9&*0E$+3&,;%,$8%*&+;&0&#$+$%+";%&*)K$8>"*;8I&
J%;+<$8&E0,"6"+3&066;M*&3;)%9&903&/;3*&M"+<&%;%>";6$%+&;EE$%*$*&+;&K08+","K0+$&"%&K8;980QR
Q"%9&M"+<&+<$&9"86*`&)%"+&"E&+<$3&E$$6&*0E$8&#;"%9&*;I&J&E$M&()8"*#",+";%*1&"%,6)#"%9&\"%9&?;)%+31&
[0*<"%9+;%Z&D0%&a80%,"*,;Z&.;*&J%9$6$*Z&F$M&:;8O&?"+3Z&F$M&:;8O&*+0+$Z&!0M0"_"Z&+<$&G"*+8",+&
;E&?;6)Q/"0Z&0%#&L",<"90%1cU%1&3#%0&[#"%&*2./&0,3#%)0#;)%)(41%&)%'#3#+-;,"5%"-"',)4.,/,"&R
+";%&K;6","$*&+;&K8;+$,+&.247&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&0%#&,;88$,+";%06&E0,"6"+"$*I

Y%E;8+)%0+$631&0QK6$&$>"#$%,$&$5"*+*& +<0+&Q0%3&;+<$8&*$,)8$&#$+$%+";%&0%#&,;88$,+";%06&
E0,"6"+"$*&E0"6&+;&O$$K&.247&3;)+<&*0E$Icf&'%+$8>"$M*&M"+<&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&8$R
>$06$#&Q0%3&"%*+0%,$*&;E&E0,"6"+3&*+0EE&0,8;**&+<$&,;)%+83&M<;&E0"6$#&+;&"%+$8>$%$&+;&*+;K&+<$&
0/)*$&;E&.247&3;)+<I&^%$&#$E$%#$8&*+0+$#1&la;8&3$08*1&*+0EE&"%&o;)8p&E0,"6"+"$*&<0>$&066;M$#&
O"#*&+;&/)663&O"#*&"%&+<$&#"%"%9&<066&0%#&<080**&+<$Q1mcj&0%#&;+<$8&K8;E$**";%06*&*+0+$#&+<0+&
E0,"6"+3&*+0EE&0,,)*$&.247&3;)+<&M<;&8$K;8+&0/)*$&;E&63"%9&;8&$5099$80+"%9I&
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VNJ?&Q$Q/$8&0%#&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3& =$%%"E$8&H"6$3R?;66"%*&#$*,8"/$#&+<$&$5K$8"$%,$*&;E&
0&903& ,6"$%+&M<;&M0*&>";6$%+63& 0**0)6+$#& "%& 0& E0,"6"+3I&7<$&9)08#*&066;M$#&<$8& ,6"$%+& +;&
*<;M$8&/3&<"Q*$6E& +;&K8$>$%+& E)8+<$8&0/)*$1&/)+&;%$&#03&0*&<$& 6$E+& +<$&*<;M$81&0%;+<$8&
3;)+<&*$5)0663&0**0)6+$#&<"Q&M"+<&0&/8;;Q&<0%#6$1&,0)*"%9&"%()8"$*&+<0+&8$W)"8$#&"QQ$#"R
0+$&Q$#",06&0++$%+";%I&H0+<$8&+<0%&"%>$*+"90+"%9&+<$&"%,"#$%+&0%#&$%*)8"%9&+<$&3;)+<&M0*&
*0E$1&+<$&E0,"6"+3&*+0EE&0,,)*$#&<"Q&;E&63"%9I&L*I&H"6$3R?;66"%*&+)8%$#&+;&+<$&,;)8+*&E;8&<$6K1&
/)+&+<$&()#9$&8$W)"8$#&+<$&3;)+<&+;&)%#$89;&0&E;8$%*",&$50Q"%0+";%&/$E;8$&<$&M;)6#&"%+$8R
3#"#6%W0%$&)%-"+<%&*0#.%01#%#S&/%4-"2./#'%01&0%01#%<-(01%1&'B%,"%*&40B%?##"%&))&(+0#'B%01&0%
L*I&H"6$3R?;66"%*&M0*&0/6$&+;&*$,)8$&<$8&,6"$%+`*&8$6$0*$&E8;Q&+<$&E0,"6"+3Icd&D<$&$5K60"%$#1&
l'+&M0*&6"O$&K)66"%9&+$$+<&+;&9$+&+<"*&O"#&;)+1&$>$%&+<;)9<&$>$83;%$1&"%,6)#"%9&+<$&<$0#&;E&
+<$&G$K08+Q$%+&;E&=)>$%"6$&=)*+",$1&,6$0863&O%$M&M<0+&<0#&<0KK$%$#ImcC

=&4,+,0<%)0&**%)-/#0,/#)%,")0,5&0#%-.%*&4,+,0&0#%2510)%-.%)#S(&+%&?()#%?#0$##"%<-(016%]#3R
$%+$$%R3$08R;6#&H$3%06#;&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&*+0EE&"%&E0,"6"+"$*&+$66&;+<$8&3;)+<&M<$%&*;Q$;%$&
"*& 903& *;& +<0+& +<$3&M"66& /$0+&)K& +<$&903&3;)+<IAB& D$>$806& ;+<$8&3;)+<&0%#&K8;E$**";%06*&
8$K;8+$#&+<0+&*+0EE&6$+&;+<$8&3;)+<&"%+;&+<$&8;;Q*&;E&.247&3;)+<1&O%;M"%9&+<0+&+<$3&M"66&0+R
+0,O&+<$&3;)+<I&'%&;%$&K08+",)60863&>";6$%+&$K"*;#$1&;%$&3;)+<1&H;/$8+1&*0"#&0&*+0EE&Q$Q/$8&
066;M$#&0&E$M&/;3*&"%+;&0&/"*$5)06&3;)+<`*&,$66&+;&0**0)6+&<"QI&H;/$8+&8$,066$#1&l'&M;O$&)K&
0%#&*0M&/6;;#&;%&+<$&M066*&0%#&;%&+<$&98;)%#I&'&<$08#&o+<$&/$0+"%9p&9;"%9&;%&+<$&M<;6$&
%"9<+I&V>$%&+<$&,)8+0"%*&M$8$&/6;;#3ImAc&

Practice Tips: Preventing Harassment in Secure Facilities

 To create a climate of nonviolence and respect for all residents and ensure the safe 
integration of LGBT youth into their facilities, staff should:

C  Adopt policies that prohibit discrimination and harassment based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. (See Model Policy and Practice Guidelines, Appendix E.)
C**F7+%.*3')*.-)$/*6<$*#%&'(&#/$*6<36*$,$%2*#$%4-'*&4*$'6&6/$)*6-*%$4#$(6*3')*)&@'&62*3')*

that disrespect and intolerance of any kind is prohibited. 
C**Q/-4$/2*41#$%,&4$*2-16<*3')*.3"&.&A$*-##-%61'&6&$4*7-%*&'6$%3(6&-'*=&6<*46377:
C  Provide a range of supportive and programmatic services that meet the needs of 

individual youth and keep them engaged in meaningful activities.
C  Take swift action to stop bias or harassment on the basis of sexual orientation or gen-

der identity or gender expression when it occurs and address the underlying issues. 
C  Provide diversity training for all youth in the facility. Make available reading material 

that includes positive images of youth from different backgrounds and fosters accep-
tance and appreciation of diversity.
C  Develop activities and educational programs to celebrate the history, achievements, 
3')*46%1@@/$4*-7*<&46-%&(3//2*.3%@&'3/&A$)*(-..1'&6&$4*R41(<*34*(-..1'&6&$4*-7*(-/-%?*
women, and LGBT individuals.) 
C  Create an orientation video that celebrates diversity and describes the harms that 

result from name-calling, bullying, and harassment. 
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LGBT Youth Experience Pervasive Disrespect and Unfair Treatment 

@]%&BG&()/$%"?$&E2??&0$,.0#H&+E$G&J)+&2&C"3&o! &̀aD.0&E.B.*$4)2?bKL66

—Andrew, a 17-year-old Latino gay male youth

J66&3;)+<&"%&*+0+$&,)*+;#3&<0>$&0&E$#$806&,;%*+"+)+";%06&8"9<+&+;&$W)06&K8;+$,+";%&)%#$8&+<$&
60M1Ag&M<",<&Q$0%*& +<0+& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;>"#$8*&Q)*+&%;+& "QK$8Q"**"/63&#"*,8"Q"%0+$&
090"%*+&3;)+<&M<$%&#$+$8Q"%"%9&K60,$Q$%+*1&#$6">$8"%9&*$8>",$*1&0%#&8$*K;%#"%9&+;&,;QR
;+&,"0)%-*%1&.&))/#"0%-.%&?()#6%b-$#3#.B%dP(,0<%>.-G#40%2"',"5)%'#/-")0.&0#%01&0%*&4,+,R
+"$*&#"*,8"Q"%0+$&090"%*+&.247&3;)+<&"%&*$>$806&M03*I&
&

Facility staff punish LGBT youth for benign behaviors that they  
mistakenly assume are sexually predatory.

@'D&'&I2*&+2?Y"%3&+.&2%.+E$0&3"0?H&+E$G`#&+E"%Y&*.B$+E"%3&*$4)2?&I2*&E2JJ$%"%3K&]%,$&&
'&I2*&J)+&.%&"*.?2+".%&D.0&+I.&I$$Y*H&+E$G&+E.)3E+&'&I2*&3$++"%3&+..&,?.*$&+.&2&D$B2?$K&K&K&

+E2+&B2#$&B$&D$$?&0$2?&#$J0$**$#KLAh

– Devon A., a lesbian youth, quoted in Custody and Control 

J&,;%*"*+$%+&+<$Q$&"%&"%+$8>"$M*&M0*&+<0+&#$+$%+";%&*+0EE&;E+$%&l*$5)06"X$m&.247&3;)+<1&
;8&K$8,$">$&/$%"9%&"%+$80,+";%*&/3&.247&3;)+<&0*&*$5)06&;>$8+)8$*&+;M08#*&;+<$8*I&^%$&
3;)%9&Q0%1&=;*$K<1&$5K60"%$#1&lV>$83&+"Q$&'&M0*&"%+$80,+"%9&;8&<0>"%9&0&E)%&+"Q$&M"+<&
)-/#-"#B%#3#.<-"#%01-(510%W%$&)%V,.0,"5%$,01%01&0%;#.)-"6%I()0%?#4&()#%W%&/%-(0%&"'%-;#"B%
'-#)"A0%/#&"%01&0%W%&/%&+$&<)%V,.0,"5%$,01%)-/#-"#6%W0%'-#)"A0%&+$&<)%/#&"%01&0%W%&/%&0R
+80,+$#&+;&*;Q$;%$&M<;&'&0Q&"%+$80,+"%9&M"+<ImAU&J,,;8#"%9&+;&VNJ?&Q$Q/$8&L083%$660&
[;;#*1&0&*;,"06&M;8O$8&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&#">"*";%&;E&+<$&D0%&a80%,"*,;&N)/6",&G$E$%#$8`*&^ER
24#B%)0&**%,"%'#0#"0,-"%*&4,+,0,#)%̀ &.#%-*0#"%$&041,"5%l+#)?,&"%<-(01m%0-%/&[#%)(.#%01#<A.#%"-0%
V,.0,"5%$,01%01#%-01#.%5,.+)6aAf&J&3;)%9&/"*$5)06&M;Q0%1&.),31&#$*,8"/$#&/$"%9&0,,)*$#&;E&
V,.0,"5%#3#.<%0,/#%)1#%0&+[#'%0-%&"-01#.%5,.+B%#3#"%01-(51%)1#%$&)%/#.#+<%0.<,"5%0-%&3-,'%
/$"%9&l*"%96$#&;)+m&0*&0&l6;%$8&9"86ImAj&

7<$*$&E06*$&0**)QK+";%*&6$0#&+;&#"*,8"Q"%0+;83&+8$0+Q$%+I&'%+$8>"$M$$*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&*;Q$&
*+0EE&E;8,$#&.247&3;)+<&+;&*<;M$8&*$K080+$63&;8&K8;<"/"+$#&+<$Q&E8;Q&*"++"%9&%$5+&+;&;+<$8&
3;)+<&/$,0)*$&;E&0&E$08&+<0+&+<$3&M;)6#&*;Q$<;M&+83&+;&lQ0O$&+<$&;+<$8&3;)+<&903Im&J%#&
AAR3$08R;6#&736$8&*0"#&<$&M0*& E;8/"##$%&E8;Q&"%+$80,+"%9&M"+<&;+<$8&903&3;)+<&/$,0)*$&
`#3#.<-"#%*#+0%01&0%W%$&)%#"4-(.&5,"5%01#,.%)#S(&+,0<B%W%$&)%,"V(#"4,"5%01#/%0-%?#%/-.#%
903&;8&Q;8$&6$*/"0%ImAd&

J%;+<$8&+<$Q$&+<0+&$Q$89$#&E8;Q&;)8&"%+$8>"$M*&M0*&+<0+&*+0EE&+$%#&+;&;>$88$0,+&+;&#$>$6R
;KQ$%+0663&0KK8;K8"0+$&#"*K603*&;E&0EE$,+";%1&*),<&0*&<)99"%9&;8&<0%#R<;6#"%91&/$+M$$%&
9"86*&"%&K08+",)608I&7<$&JQ$8",0%&?">"6&."/$8+"$*&Y%";%&0%#&!)Q0%&H"9<+*&[0+,<&06*;&#;,R
)Q$%+$#&+<0+&*+0EE&*"%96$#&;)+&6$*/"0%&3;)+<&E;8&$5K8$**"%9&0EE$,+";%&+;M08#&;+<$8*&"%&0&
ABBd&8$K;8+&0/;)+&9"86*&"%&F$M&:;8O&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&E0,"6"+"$*I&7<"*&8$K;8+&E;)%#&+<0+&*+0EE&
Q$Q/$8*&K)%"*<$#&9"86*&M<;Q&+<$3&K$8,$">$#&+;&/$&6$*/"0%*&E;8&M8"+"%9&6$++$8*&;8&/6;MR
"%9&O"**$*&0+&;+<$8&9"86*&/$,0)*$&+<"*&M0*&*$$%&0*&l6$*/"0%&/$<0>";8ImAC&&VNJ?&Q$Q/$8&G8I&
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L08+3&4$3$8&$5K60"%$#1&lD+0EE&>"$M&+<"*&+3K$&;E&0,+">"+3&0*&K8$#0+;83&/$<0>";81&80+<$8&+<0%&
M<0+&"+&"*]0&6;%9"%9&E;8&,6;*$%$**&+3K",06&;E&9"86*&0*&+<$3&#$>$6;KImgB&

Facility staff punish, ridicule, and prevent transgender youth from expressing 
their gender identity.

@eE$%&'&200"/$#&2+&+E$&D2,"?"+GH&+E$G&0"JJ$#&+E$&I$2/$&.)+&.D&BG&E2"0H&C0.Y$&.DD&BG&&
%2"?*H&I"J$#&BG&B2Y$)J&.DDH&*+0"JJ$#&B$&.D&BG&)%#$0320B$%+*H&2%#&B2#$&B$&I$20&&

B2?$&)%#$0I$20&2%#&,?.+E$*KL&<5&
– a 17-year-old male-to-female transgender youth 

(interview conducted by the Model Standards Project, 2003)

@f/$0G&?"++?$&+"%G&+E"%3&'&#"#&'&I.)?#&3$+&"%&+0.)C?$K&'&+E"%Y&"+`*&C$,2)*$&'`B&+02%*3$%#$0&2%#&
+E$G&#"#%`+&)%#$0*+2%#KL<6

—Michael, a 17-year-old female-to-male transgender youth 

L$#",06& $5K$8+*& 098$$& +<0+& K8$>$%+R
"%9& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<& E8;Q&$5K8$**R
"%9& +<$"8& 9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3& ;8& K)%"*<R
"%9& +<$Q& E;8& #;"%9& *;& "%,8$0*$*& +<$&
#"*+8$**&+<$3&$5K$8"$%,$Z&)%#$8Q"%$*&
+<$"8& $Q;+";%06& *+0/"6"+3Z& 0%#& "%+$8R
E$8$*& M"+<& +<$"8& ,08$1& +8$0+Q$%+1& 0%#&
8$<0/"6"+0+";%Igg&a;8&+<"*&8$0*;%1&0&F$M&
:;8O&,;)8+&"%&ABBg&;8#$8$#&0%&066R/;3*&
98;)K&<;Q$&+;&Q0O$&0&8$0*;%0/6$&0,R
,;QQ;#0+";%& "%& "+*& #8$**& ,;#$& 0%#&
066;M&+<$&K60"%+"EE1&0&+80%*9$%#$8&9"861&
+;&M$08&*O"8+*&0%#&#8$**$*Igh&7<$&,;)8+&
M0*& K08+",)60863& ,;%,$8%$#&M"+<& +<$&
"QK;8+0%,$&;E&0#<$8"%9& +;& +<$&K60"%R
+"EE`*&K8$*,8"/$#&Q$#",06&+8$0+Q$%+&E;8&
9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&#"*;8#$81&M<",<&,066$#&
E;8&<$8&+;&M$08&E$Q"%"%$&,6;+<"%9IgU&

'%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q1&<;M$>R
#.B%;.-G#40%2"',"5)%,"',4&0#%01&0%*&4,+,R
+"$*&8;)+"%$63&E;8,$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&
+;& ,;%E;8Q& +;& *;,"$+06& 9$%#$8&%;8Q*&
#$*K"+$&+<$&*$8";)*&<08Q*&+<0+&,0%&8$R
*)6+I&J66& ;E& +<$& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<& "%&
+<$&E;,)*&98;)K*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&E0,"6"+3&
*+0EE&8$E)*$#&+;&,066&+<$Q&/3&+<$"8&K8$R
E$88$#&%0Q$&0%#&K8;%;)%I&^%$&+80%*R

8 

U
ns

af
e 

an
d 

U
nf

ai
r 

C
on

di
ti

on
s 

of
 C

on
fin

em
en

t 
fo

r 
LG

B
T 

Yo
ut

h



106

H
I
D

D
E

N
 
I
N

J
U

S
T

I
C

E

9$%#$8&9"861&\"0%01&$5K60"%$#1&l'&%$>$8&<0#&K8;/6$Q*&M"+<&/;3*Z&'&<0#&K8;/6$Q*&M"+<&+<$&
*+0EEI&7<$3&M$8$&8$0663&)%K8;E$**";%06&o0%#p&M;)6#&,066&Q$&_<"Q1`&_<$1`&o0%#p&*03&_[<3&"*&
<$&"%&<$8$u`&mgf&

N#4&()#%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%'-%"-0%20%)-4,#0&+%5#"'#.%"-./)B%-*0#"%*&4,+,0<%)0&**%3,#$%01#/%
0*&+<8$0+$%"%9&;8&*$5)0663&K8$#0+;83&0%#&#"*,"K6"%$&+<$Q&M<$%&+<$3&$5K8$**&+<$"8&9$%#$8&
"#$%+"+3I&^%$&#$+$%+";%&*+0EE&K$8*;%&8$,;)%+$#&E;8,"%9&0&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86&+;&#8$**&"%&0&*+$8R
$;+3K",0663&Q0*,)6"%$&Q0%%$8&0*&*;;%&0*&*<$&088">$#&0+&+<$&E0,"6"+3I&7<"*&*+0EE&K$8*;%&,;QR
/#"0#'%01&0%&*0#.%4(00,"5%01#%<-(01A)%1&,.%&"'%5#00,"5%01#%<-(01%-(0%-*%01#%'.#))B%`b#%20%
8"9<+&"%&M"+<&+<$&/;3*I&7<$8$&oM$8$%`+p&0%3&K8;/6$Q*Imgj&D$>$806&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*&8$K;8+$#&
+<0+&+<$&*+0EE&K60,$#&+<$Q&;%&6;,O#;M%&;8&90>$&+<$Q&#"*,"K6"%083&+",O$+*&E;8&<0>"%9&6;%9&
<0"81&M$08"%9&+<$"8&<0"8&"%&/80"#*1&;8&M$08"%9&+<$"8&K0%+*&+;;&+"9<+Kgd&'%&;%$&/;3*`&#$+$%+";%&
E0,"6"+31&0& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&0#>;,0+$&$5K60"%$#& +<0+&l+<$8$&M0*&0& 6089$&$EE;8+]0& _,0QK)*R
M"#$&#$,"*";%`]+;&"%E;8Q&$>$83;%$&;%&+<$&,0QK)*&+<0+&%;&;%$&M0*&+;&,066&+<"*&o+80%*9$%R
#$8p&3;)+<&0&9"86&/$,0)*$&+<0+&M0*&_)%0,,$K+0/6$I`&J%#&"E&0%3;%$&#"#&,066&<$8&_9"861`&+<$3&
M;)6#&/$&8$K;8+$#ImgC&

Facilities Make Inappropriate Decisions about Housing and  
Classification of LGBT Youth 

'%&0##"+";%&+;&+<$&K$8>0*">$&0/)*$&0%#&<080**Q$%+&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&E0,$&"%&E0,"6"+"$*1&"%0KR
;.-;.,&0#%'#4,),-")%&?-(0%1-(),"5%&"'%4+&)),24&0,-"%'#;.,3#%01#/%-*%01#,.%.,510)6%W"%;&.0,4R
)6081&*;Q$&E0,"6"+"$*&"*;60+$&;8&*$98$90+$&.247&3;)+<&E8;Q&;+<$8*1&0%#&Q;*+&0)+;Q0+",0663&
K60,$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$51&80+<$8&+<0%&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&M"+<;)+&
$50Q"%"%9&+<$&"QK0,+&+<"*&Q"9<+&<0>$&;%&+<$&3;)+<`*&*0E$+3&0%#&M$66R/$"%9I&

Some facilities isolate or segregate LGBT youth. 

@A*&*..%&2*&+E$G&D.)%#&.)+&+E2+&'&I2*&32GH&+E$G&*"%3?$#&B$&.)+K&VE$G&E2#&B$&3.&+.&+E"*&
.%$&"*.?2+$#&0..BK&'&0$B$BC$0&+E"%Y"%3&2+&+E2+&J."%+H&@]E&BG&P.#H&&

+E$G&20$&#."%3&+E"*&C$,2)*$&'&2B&32GKL9>

—Tyler, a 22-year-old Native-American gay male youth 

D-"2"#'%<-(01%1&3#%01#%.,510%0-%?#%*.##%*.-/%(".#&)-"&?+<%.#)0.,40,3#%4-"',0,-")Bhc&0%#&
,;%#"+";%*&;8&K80,+",$*&+<0+&0Q;)%+&+;&K)%"*<Q$%+IhA&J,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<"0+R
8",&J**;,"0+";%1&M<",<&;KK;*$*&+<$&K80,+",$1&"*;60+";%&;E&3;)+<&M"+<"%&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&E0,"6"R
+"$*&l"*&0&E;8Q&;E&K)%"*<Q$%+&0%#&"*&6"O$63&+;&K8;#),$&60*+"%9&K*3,<"0+8",&*3QK+;Q*Imhg&J*&
+<$&,;)8+&"%&SKPK&/K&̂ .??$0&%;+$#1&+<$&K80,+",$&;E&"*;60+"%9&.247&3;)+<]$>$%&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$Q&
E8;Q&+<$"8&0/)*$8*]>";60+$*&#)$&K8;,$**I

2">$%&+<$&K$8>0*">$&<080**Q$%+&0%#&0/)*$&#"8$,+$#&0+&.247&3;)+<1&K8;+$,+"%9&+<$"8&*0E$+3&
"*&)%W)$*+";%0/63&0&6$9"+"Q0+$&,;%,$8%I&!;M$>$81&"%*+$0#&;E&"*;60+"%9&.247&3;)+<1&E0,"6"+3&
)0&**%/()0%,/;+#/#"0%/-.#%#**#40,3#%&"'%*&,.%)&*#5(&.')6%O1#%)&*#0<%-*%&++%4-"2"#'%<-(01%
"*&/$*+&0,<"$>$#&/3&$%*)8"%9&0KK8;K8"0+$&*+0EER+;R8$*"#$%+&80+";*Z&Q;#$6"%9&8$*K$,+E)6&/$R
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<0>";8Z&K8;>"#"%9&,6;*$& *)K$8>"*";%&;E& 8$*"#$%+*Z&K8;QK+63& "%+$8>$%"%9& +;& "%+$88)K+&0%3&
#"*8$*K$,+1&<080**Q$%+&;8&0/)*$&#"8$,+$#&0+&;+<$8&3;)+<Z&0%#&O$$K"%9&3;)+<&Q$0%"%9E)663&
$%909$#&"%&,;%*+8),+">$&K8;980QQ"%9I&&

>.-G#40%2"',"5)% ,"',4&0#B%1-$#3#.B% 01&0%/&"<% *&4,+,0,#)% &4.-))% 01#% 4-("0.<% ,)-+&0#%LJNO%
3;)+<&"%&0%&0++$QK+&+;&O$$K&+<$Q&*0E$I&D;Q$&E0,"6"+"$*&<0>$&"%E;8Q06&K;6","$*&+;&0)+;Q0+"R
,0663&*$98$90+$&066&3;)+<&M<;&*$6ER"#$%+"E3&0*&.247&;8&08$&K$8,$">$#&+;&/$&.247I&[$66R"%R
+$%+";%$#&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&;E+$%&>"$M&"*;60+";%&0*&+<$&;%63&*;6)+";%&E;8&K8;+$,+R
,"5%LJNO%<-(01%&5&,")0%&?()#%&"'%1&.&))/#"06%E)%-"#%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%#S;+&,"#'B%`W*%&%
*"+)0+";%&"*&>";6$%+1&+<$%&+<$8$&"*&0&%$$#&+;&K8;+$,+&+<$&3;)+<&/$"%9&0EE$,+$#&/3&+<$&>";6$%,$1&
0%#&06+<;)9<&*$98$90+";%&;E& +<$& +089$+$#&3;)+<& "*&%;+&%$,$**08"63& +<$&/$*+&;8&;%63&*;6)R
+";%1&"+&<0KK$%*Imhh&J%;+<$8&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3&*0"#&*),<&"*;60+";%&M0*&%$,$**083&/$,0)*$&+<$&
#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+3&"%&<$8&()8"*#",+";%&l"*&0&<;88"#1&0/*;6)+$63&+$88"/6$&K60,$m&+<0+&60,O*&+<$&
*)K$8>"*";%&%$,$**083&+;&$%*)8$&*0E$+3IhU&

'%&E;,)*&98;)K*1&3;)+<&#$*,8"/$#&+<$&%$90+">$&8$K$8,)**";%*&+<$3&E0,$#&E8;Q&*),<&"*;60R
+";%I&?60"8$1&0&AcR3$08R;6#1&%;+$#1&l'E&)6+"Q0+$63&+<$&9;06&"*&+;&9$+&+<$*$&O"#*&;)+&;E&+<$&*3*R
+$Q&0%#&O$$K&+<$Q&;)+1&+<$%&06"$%0+"%9&+<$Q&"*&%;+&9;"%9&+;&<$6K&"%&0%3&M03Imhf&D$>$806&
3;)+<&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&/3&"*;60+"%9&+<$Q1&+<$&E0,"6"+3&;%63&#8$M&0++$%+";%&+;&+<$&3;)+<&0%#&
Q0#$&+<$Q&Q;8$&>)6%$80/6$&+;&0/)*$I&7M$%+3R+M;R3$08R;6#&736$8&$5K60"%$#-

'+&M0*&<;88"/6$&/$,0)*$&'&M0*&+<$&;%63&;%$&"%&#$+$%+";%&+<0+&<0#&Q3&;M%&8;;Q&
0%#&$>$83;%$&M0*&M;%#$8"%91&l[<3&#;$*%`+&<$&<0>$&0&8;;QQ0+$um&^E&,;)8*$1&
"E&3;)`8$&*Q08+&3;)&+83& +;&O$$K&+;&3;)8*$6E&0%#&%;+& +06O&0/;)+&M<3&3;)&08$& "%&
+<$8$I&4)+& +<0+& "*&O"%#&;E&0&#0%9$8;)*&*"+)0+";%&/$,0)*$&+<$%&+<$&8)Q;8*&*+08+I&
'&8$Q$Q/$8&/$"%9&0,,)*$#&;E&066&O"%#*&;E&+<"%9*&+<0+&M$8$&%;+&$>$%&,6;*$&+;&+<$&
8$0*;%*&'&M0*&"%&+<$8$I&4)+&'&O%$M&"%&Q3&<$08+&+<0+&+<$&;%63&8$0*;%&'&#"#%`+&<0>$&
0& 8;;QQ0+$&M0*&/$,0)*$& '`Q&903I&J%#& "+&M0*& +<$"8&M03&;E&K8;/0/63& +83"%9& +;&
K8;+$,+&Q$&"%&*;Q$&M03I&'&+<"%O&$>$%&Q;8$&*;&+<$3&M$8$&Q0O"%9&0&*+0+$Q$%+&+<0+&
"+`*&%;+&;O03&+;&/$&903Ihj

."O$&736$81&Q0%3&.247&3;)+<&$5K$8"$%,$&*$98$90+";%&0%#&"*;60+";%&S;8&0*&;%$&3;)+<&K)+&
"+1&l+<$&8;)%#"%9&)K&;E&+<$&<;Q;*$5)06*mThd&0*&0&E;8Q&;E&K)%"*<Q$%+I&7<$&,;)8+&"%&SKPK&/K&
^.??$0& 8$,;9%"X$#& +<0+&lo+p<$& 6"O$63&K$8,$K+";%&/3& +$$%09$8*& +<0+& "*;60+";%& "*& "QK;*$#&0*&
K)%"*<Q$%+& E;8& /$"%9&.247&;%63& ,;QK;)%#*& +<$&<08QIm&J*& +<$& ,;)8+& E;)%#1& l?;%*"*R
+$%+63&K60,"%9&()>$%"6$&M08#*&"%&"*;60+";%1&%;+&+;&"QK;*$&#"*,"K6"%$&E;8&>";60+"%9&8)6$*1&/)+&
*"QK63&+;&*$98$90+$&.247&M08#*&E8;Q&+<$"8&0/)*$8*1&,0%%;+&/$&>"$M$#&"%&0%3&8$0*;%0/6$&
6"9<+&0*&0#>0%,"%9&0&6$9"+"Q0+$&%;%K)%"+">$&9;>$8%Q$%+06&;/($,+">$ImhC&

'%+$8>"$M$$*&E8;Q&*$>$806& ()8"*#",+";%*&8$K;8+$#&+<0+& E0,"6"+"$*&8;)+"%$63&*$98$90+$&.247&
3;)+<& E8;Q&;+<$8*1& %;+& +;& K8;+$,+& +<$Q1& /)+& /$,0)*$& +<$3& <;6#& 0& ,;QQ;%&/)+& #"*,8$#R
"+$#&*+$8$;+3K$&+<0+&.247&3;)+<&08$&*$5)0663&K8$#0+;83I&^%$&3;)+<1&a80%O"$1&K)+&"+&*"QR
K631&l7<$3&M$8$&0E80"#&+<0+&'&M;)6#&80K$&Q3&,$66Q0+$&o/$,0)*$&;E&Q3&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&
0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3IpmUB&J%&0#Q"%"*+80+;8&0+&0&AhR/$#&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+3&+<0+&<0*&+M;&/$#*&
K$8& 8;;Q&*0"#&*<$&)*)0663&K60,$#&0&/"*$5)06&;8& 6$*/"0%&3;)+<& "%&0& 8;;Q&/3&<$8*$6EI&D<$&
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$5K60"%$#&+<0+&+<"*&K80,+",$&08;*$&/$,0)*$&M<$%&6$*/"0%&9"86*&M$8$&K60,$#&"%&8;;Q*&M"+<&
;+<$8&9"86*1&K08$%+*&/$,0Q$&)K*$+1&/$6"$>"%9&l+<$8$&M;)6#&/$&*$5)06&0,+">"+3&0%#&+<$&6$*/"0%&
3;)+<&M;)6#&+83&+;&Q0O$&+<$"8&#0)9<+$8&6$*/"0%ImUc&'%&0%;+<$8&()8"*#",+";%1&0&K8;/0+";%&;ER
24#.%#S;+&,"#'%01&0%1#%1#+;#'%'#),5"%&%1-(),"5%;-+,4<%01&0%.#P(,.#)%#3#.<%LJNO%<-(01%0-%
*6$$K&/3&<"Q&;8&<$8*$6E&0+&%"9<+1&06+<;)9<&l#)8"%9&+<$&#03&+<$&.247&3;)+<&"*&+8$0+$#&+<$&
*0Q$&0*&$>$83;%$&$6*$Im&

Many facilities automatically house transgender youth according to their birth 
sex without evaluating the impact this might have on the youth. 

@ae$b&E2/$&2&E20#&$%.)3E&+"B$&E.)*"%3&B2?$*&2%#&D$B2?$*&.%&+E$&*2B$&,2BJ)*&B),E&?$**&
cVd&.0&dVc&G.)+E&I"+E&D$B2?$*&2%#&B2?$*H&0$*J$,+"/$?GK&U.G*&2%#&3"0?*&20$&3$%$02??G&Y$J+&

*$J202+$?G&D0.B&$2,E&.+E$0&2%#&*.&D.0&+E"*&J20+",)?20&J.J)?2+".%&+E$0$&E2*&%.+&C$$%&/$0G&
B),E&#.%$K&VE$&2,,$J+$#&02+".%2?$&"*&oU.G*&20$&C.G*&2%#&3"0?*&20$&3"0?*H&*.&C.G*&I"??&?"/$&I"+E&

C.G*&2%#&3"0?*&I"??&?"/$&I"+E&3"0?*K &̀mUA

—a juvenile justice professional 

O1#%4+&)),24&0,-"%&"'%1-(),"5%-*%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%.&,)#%(",P(#%,))(#)6%F-)0%)#4(.#%*&R
,"6"+"$*&08$&*$98$90+$#&/3&*$51&0%#&"%+0O$&*+0EE&Q)*+&#$,"#$&M<$+<$8&+;&0**"9%&+80%*9$%#$8&
3;)+<&0,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$"8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;8&/"8+<&*$5I&VNJ?&Q$Q/$8&G8I&4;/&4"#M$66&"*&0&
K$#"0+8","0%&0+&+<$&!0M0"_"&:;)+<&?;88$,+";%06&a0,"6"+3&S!:?aTIUg&!$&/$6"$>$*&+<0+&Q06$R+;R
E$Q06$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&<;)*$#&M"+<&;+<$8&9"86*&/$,0)*$-&

D),<&0&K60,$Q$%+&"%,8$0*$*&+<$&6"O$6"<;;#&;E&O$$K"%9&+<$&,<"6#&K<3*",0663&*0E$&I&I&I&
J*&0%&0#;6$*,$%+&Q$#","%$&0%#&K$#"0+8",&K<3*","0%&M<;&"*&,;%,$8%$#&0/;)+&+<$&
#$>$6;KQ$%+&;E&3;)+<1&'&0Q&,;%,$8%$#&0/;)+&+<$&$EE$,+*&;E&/$"%9&K60,$#&/0*$#&;%&
&"&0-/<%.&01#.%01&"%5#"'#.%,'#"0,0<6%O1#.#%,)%),5",24&"0%;)<41-+-5,4&+%1&./%0-%
-"#%$1-%,'#"0,2#)%&)%/&+#%-.%*#/&+#%&"'%$1-%,)%01#"%0-+'%?<%01#%`)<)0#/a%01&0%
<$&;8&*<$& "*1& "%& E0,+1& +<$&;+<$8&9$%#$8I&D),<&0&K80,+",$&9;$*&090"%*+& +<$&K8$>0"6R
"%9&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&;E&K$#"0+8",*1&K*3,<;6;931&*;,"06&M;8O$8*1&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<R
*$8>"%9&K8;E$**";%06*&+<0+&"%#">"#)06*&*<;)6#&/$&+8$0+$#&"%&0,,;8#0%,$&M"+<&+<$"8&
,'#"0,2#'%5#"'#.6Uh

O1#%1-(),"5%-*%*#/&+#R0-R/&+#%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%.&,)#)%/-.#%',*24(+0%,))(#)B%&44-.',"5%
+;&G8I&4"#M$66I&l'#$06631&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3*&M;)6#&/$&<;)*$#&M"+<&+<$&;+<$8&/;3*1&0%#&"%&
,$8+0"%&,"8,)Q*+0%,$*&+<"*&Q03&/$&K;**"/6$1m&/)+&/$,0)*$&;E&+<$&<"9<&6$>$6&;E&>";6$%,$&"%&
Q0%3&/;3*`&E0,"6"+"$*&0%#&+<$&<"9<&8"*O&;E&K<3*",06&0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$&+<0+&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3*&
,;)6#&E0,$&"E&+<$&;+<$8&/;3*&6$08%$#&+<0+&+<$3&M$8$&%;+&/;8%&Q06$1&Q;*+&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3*&
M;)6#&/$&*0E$8&"%&9"86*`&E0,"6"+"$*IUU&'%&K8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K*1&Q0%3&;E&+<$&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3*&
$,<;$#&+<$*$&,;%,$8%*&0/;)+&+<$"8&*0E$+3&"E&<;)*$#&M"+<&/;3*I&J*&=0Q06&$5K60"%*1&lL3&/;#3&
<0*&,<0%9$#1&/)+&'`Q&%;+&9;"%9&+;&/$&"9%;80%+&o0/;)+&M<0+&"+&M;)6#&/$&6"O$&"%&+<$&/;3*`&
)%"+p&/$,0)*$&'&O%;M&<;M&+<$&Q06$*&08$ImUf&J,,;8#"%9&+;&G8I&4"#M$661&l'E&0&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3&
,0%%;+&/$&*0E$&M"+<&+<$&/;3*1&<$&,0%&/$&K60,$#&M"+<&+<$&9"86*1&/)+&;%63&"E&<"*&Q06$&"#$%+"+3&
"*&0,O%;M6$#9$#&0%#&8$*K$,+$#&/3&+<$&*+0EE&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<ImUj&7<$&+80%*9$%#$8&/;3*&M<;&
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*K;O$&M"+<&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&8$K8$*$%+0+">$*1&<;M$>$81&$5K60"%$#&+<0+&*+0EE&"%&9"86*`&E0,"6"+"$*&
8$9)60863&8$E)*$&+;&K8;>"#$&+<$&%$,$**083&6$>$6&;E&8$*K$,+&E;8&9$%#$8&%;%,;%E;8Q"%9&3;)+<I

Practice Tips: Housing and Classification of Transgender Youth

The following recommendations are designed to help guide staff in detention and cor-
%$(6&-'3/*73(&/&6&$4*&'*.3H&'@*<-14&'@*3')*(/344&+(36&-'*)$(&4&-'4*7-%*6%3'4@$')$%*2-16<S

C  Intake staff in detention and correctional facilities should not automatically house 
transgender youth according to their birth sex. 
C**P')&,&)13/&A$)*<-14&'@*3')*(/344&+(36&-'*)$(&4&-'4*4<-1/)*8$*.3)$*834$)*-'*6<$*
6%3'4@$')$%*2-16<J4*$.-6&-'3/*3')*#<24&(3/*=$//>8$&'@?*#%&-%&6&A&'@*6<$*2-16<J4*$,3/13-
tion of his or her safety. 
C  Staff should also consider the youth’s privacy concerns, available housing options, and 

recommendations from the youth’s mental health providers regarding appropriate hous-
&'@*-%*(/344&+(36&-':*T-.$*73(&/&6&$4*<3,$*)$,$/-#$)*4#$(&3/&A$)*(-..&66$$4*=&6<*#3%6&(1-
lar expertise on these issues to make placement decisions for transgender youth.
C  In most cases, facilities should house transgender youth according to their core 

gender identity rather than their birth sex. However, in some cases, it may be neces-
sary to place transgender youth according to birth sex to protect their physical and 
emotional well-being. This is particularly true for transgender boys who face high risk 
of assault in boys’ facilities if the other boys discover they are transgender.
C  Facilities must accommodate transgender youth by providing access to private bath-

rooms and showers, when necessary, or a single room for sleeping. Privacy accommo-
dations should not prevent transgender youth from full integration into the facilities’ 
daily programming. 
C  Facilities might consider housing a transgender youth in a mixed-gender unit or program. 

Such placements reduce a transgender youth’s vulnerability to violence and harassment 
3')*3,-&)*4-.$*-6<$%*)&7+(1/6&$4*344-(&36$)*=&6<*@$')$%>4$@%$@36$)*#/3($.$'64:

7<$& K*3,<;6;9",06& 0%#& K<3*",06& <08Q*& 8$*)6+"%9& E8;Q& +<$& "%0KK8;K8"0+$& K60,$Q$%+& ;E&
0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%/&<%,"4+('#%),5",24&"0%)0.#))%*.-/%?#,"5%*-.4#'%0-%4-"*-./%0-%)-4,#0&+%
9$%#$8&8;6$*1&0*&M$66&0*&K<3*",06&0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$&K$8K$+80+$#&/3&8$*"#$%+*&0%#&E0,"6"+3&
)0&**6% O.&")5#"'#.% <-(01% ,'#"0,2#'% 01#% .#+&0#'% ,))(#%-*%;.,3&4<% &)% &%;&.0,4(+&.% 4-"4#."6%
lD<;M$8*&M$8$&0&/"9&#$06&/$,0)*$&"+`*&;K$%&*K0,$&0%#&3;)&,0%`+&K)66&3;)8&,)8+0"%*1mUd&a;51&0&
E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&$5K60"%$#I&^%$&3;)%9&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86&M"+<&#$>$6;K$#&
/8$0*+*&M0*&$5K$,+$#&+;&*<;M$8&0+&+<$&*0Q$&+"Q$&0*&+<$&cg&/;3*&E8;Q&<$8&)%"+&#)8"%9&<$8&
#$+$%+";%&"%&0&/;3*`&E0,"6"+3IUC&a$08"%9&*$5)06&0**0)6+*&/3&+<$&/;3*1&*<$&8$E)*$#&+;&*<;M$8&
M"+<&+<$Q1&/)+&+<$&*+0EE&M;)6#&%;+&Q0O$&0%3&0,,;QQ;#0+";%&E;8&<$8I&'+&M0*&%;+&)%+"6&<$8&
+&$<#.%-?0&,"#'%&%4-(.0%-.'#.%01&0%)1#%$&)%2"&++<%&++-$#'%0-%)1-$#.%?<%1#.)#+*6%
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L;*+&E0,"6"+"$*&*"QK63&<;)*$&3;)+<&0,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$"8&/"8+<&*$5&0%#&#;&%;+&,;%*"#$8&06+$8%0R
+">$&0880%9$Q$%+*I&D;Q$&<0>$&%$>$8&9">$%&+<$&Q0++$8&0%3&,;%*"#$80+";%I&'%&E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&
<0>$&,;%*"#$8$#&+<$&"**)$1&+<$&Q;*+&,;QQ;%&$5K60%0+";%*&E;8&<;)*"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*&
M"+<&/;3*&M$8$&+<0+&"+&"*&%;+&*0E$&+;&<;)*$&+<$Q&"%&+<$&9"86*&)%"+&0%#&+<0+&+<$&60M&8$W)"8$*&
"+I&4;+<&$5K60%0+";%*&08$&/0*$#&;%&+<$&Q"*K$8,$K+";%&+<0+&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*&08$&8$0663&/;3*I&
a;8&$50QK6$1&;%$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&$5K60"%$#1&l'+`*&090"%*+&+<$&60M&+;&K)+&+<$*$&
/;3*&M"+<&+<$&9"86*ImfB&

J&E$M&E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&<;)*$&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*&"%&/;3*`&)%"+*&#;&0++$QK+&+;&K8;>"#$&0KK8;K8"R
0+$&*$8>",$*&+;&+<$*$&3;)+<&/3&"%>;6>"%9&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86*& "%&+<$&E0,"6"+3`*&#03+"Q$&9"86*`&
;.-5.&//,"56%E)% &% '#0#"0,-"% 4-")(+0&"0% &"'% *-./#.% ;.-?&0,-"% -*24#.% #S;+&,"#'B% `K-(%
<0>$&+;&/$&"%%;>0+">$&E;8&,$8+0"%&E;6O*&*;&+<$3&#;%`+&9$+&+089$+$#&;8&<)8+1&"%&0%3&M031&$"+<$8&
Q$%+0663&;8&K<3*",0663Imfc&D$>$806&K8;E$**";%06*&$5K8$**$#&0&#$*"8$&+;&*)KK;8+&+80%*9$%#$8&
3;)+<& /)+&M$8$&)%,$8+0"%& 0/;)+& <;M& +;&K8;K$863&K8;+$,+& +<$Q& "%& *$,)8$& E0,"6"+"$*I&^%$&
()#9$&,6$0863&*)KK;8+$#&0&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86&"%&<"*&,;)8+8;;QZ&E;8&$50QK6$1&<$&0**"9%$#&<$8&
&%"#$%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%?#4&()#%1#.%;.#3,-()%-"#%.#*()#'%0-%.#);#40%1#.%5#"'#.%#S;.#)),-"6%
N(0%,"%01#%)&/#%4&)#B%01#%G('5#%G()0,2#'%;+&4,"5%1#.%,"%&%?-<)A%'#0#"0,-"%*&4,+,0<%?#4&()#%
lM$&#"#%`+&+<"%O&"+&M0*&*0E$&+;&K60,$&<$8&M"+<&+<$&;+<$8&9"86*I&[$&,;)6#%`+&K)+&*;Q$;%$&
,6$0863&9$%#$8$#&0&/;3&"%&9"86*`&#$+$%+";%ImfA

Spotlight on Reform: Conditions of Confinement— 
The New York Example

The Correctional Association of New York coordinates the Juvenile Justice Coalition, a coali-
tion of advocacy groups focused on systemic reform. During the Coalition’s strategic plan-
'&'@*$77-%64*&'*UVVW?*6<$*@%-1#*3)-#6$)*LMNG*2-16<*34*-'$*-7*6<$*+,$*#%&-%&62*3%$34*3')*
formed a working group dedicated to improving the system’s response to this population. 
The coalition has lobbied the New York legislature to raise awareness of the abuses expe-
rienced by LGBT youth in state institutions and detention facilities; advocated for the adop-
tion of the New York City Department of Juvenile Justice’s (DJJ) Anti-discrimination Policy 
for LGBT Youth and conducted training for youth on the policy; and drafted the Incarcerated 
Youth Bill of Rights to codify the rights enumerated in the DJJ policy.

In 2007, the Correctional Association met with Gladys Carrion, who was then the new 
(-..&44&-'$%*-7*6<$*B7+($*-7*Q<&/)%$'*3')*X3.&/2*T$%,&($4*RBQXTY?*6<$*3@$'(2*%$4#-'4&-
ble for both child welfare and juvenile justice services in New York State. At Ms. Carrion’s 
suggestion, a workgroup was created to address issues related to LGBT youth in OCFS 
custody. The workgroup, which met every two months, was comprised of juvenile justice 
#%-7$44&-'3/4*34*=$//*34*-%@3'&A36&-'4*=&6<*$"#$%6&4$*-'*LMNG*&441$4:*T&'($*&64*7-1')&'@?*
the workgroup has:

C  Revised OCFS guidelines related to LGBT youth and drafted an OCFS policy statement 
incorporating these guidelines, which passed in March 2008;
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C  Created a youth-friendly insert about the policy for the residence manual distributed 
to young people upon entering a juvenile justice facility;
C  Monitored training efforts on the policy and guidelines; 
C  Developed a resource guide for young people leaving the facilities;
C  Assisted OCFS in the development of a questionnaire focused on parents’ relation-

ship to their children regarding their children’s sexual orientation and gender identity; 
and
C  Created a Pride Kit with a list of speakers and activities for celebrating LGBT Pride 

Month in the facilities.

At the time of this writing, the OCFS policy is the most comprehensive of its kind. The policy: 

C  Prohibits discrimination based on actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender 
expression or gender identity.
C  Includes revised guidelines for good childcare practices for LGBT youth.
C  Mandates OCFS to provide strength-based training to all DJJ staff, the ombudsman’s 
-7+($?*3')*-6<$%*3##%-#%&36$*BQXT*46377*-'*LMNGZ*&441$4:*
C  Requires OCFS to provide all youth in its facilities and aftercare programs with written 

and verbal information regarding the policy.
C  Establishes an LGBTQ Decision-Making Committee within the Bureau of Behavioral 

Health Services, which is in charge of placement decisions and uniforms for trans-
gender youth. 
C  Ensures that OCFS will have designated units within its facilities with staff trained to 

provide services for LGBTQ youth.
C**P'(/1)$4*4#$(&+(*@1&)$/&'$4*7-%*=-%H&'@*=&6<*6%3'4@$')$%*2-16<?*3))%$44&'@*&441$4*

such as initiation and continuation of hormone treatment; clothing, hair, and other 
personal grooming; language and name; individual bedrooms and bathroom facilities 
and showering, as well as search issues.63

Facilities Fail to Ensure the Medical Needs of  
Transgender Youth Are Met

RJT"*0"8&10"*!1!=&01%)80"8L&1/&<"/!&-*!8",!"0Q&?,*&8"%-<!&1*&?<1*1?,<<=&%12*19?,*!&(%=?@)<)21?,<&
#"*+0$**H&#G*D)%,+".%H&#$C"?"+2+"%3&#$J0$**".%&2%#H&D.0&*.B$&J$.J?$&I"+E.)+&2,,$**&+.&

2JJ0.J0"2+$&B$#",2?&,20$&2%#&+0$2+B$%+H&*)","#2?"+G&2%#&#$2+EKL=9

—American Medical Association

l'&*2"#&'`B&3."%3&+.&3$+&*",Y&"D&'&#.%`+&3$+&BG&E.0B.%$*H&C)+&%.&.%$&,20$#ImfU&
—Kiana, a 16-year-old multiracial male-to-female transgender youth

J66&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&0%#&,;88$,+";%06&E0,"6"+"$*&<0>$&+<$&8"9<+&+;&0#$W)0+$&Q$#",06&0%#&
Q$%+06&<$06+<&,08$1&0%#&E0,"6"+"$*&Q)*+&K8;>"#$&9$%$806&Q$#",06&*$8>",$*&E;8&/;+<&K8$>$%R
+";%&0%#&+8$0+Q$%+Iff&a;8&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<1&+<$*$&*$8>",$*&Q"9<+&"%,6)#$&K8;>"#"%9&Q$#"R
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,06&,08$&8$60+$#&+;&0&#"09%;*"*&;E&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&#"*;8#$8I&G$%3"%9&0KK8;K8"0+$&+8$0+Q$%+&
+;& +<$*$&3;)+<&K;*$*&*$8";)*& 8"*O&;E&%$90+">$&<$06+<&0%#&*;,"06& ,;%*$W)$%,$*1& "%,6)#"%9&
#$K8$**";%1&*)","#$&0++$QK+*1&0%#&*$6ER+8$0+Q$%+1&0*&#$*,8"/$#&"%&?<0K+$8&gI&7<$&JQ$8",0%&
N*3,<;6;9",06&J**;,"0+";%&<0*&"**)$#&0&K;6",3&*+0+$Q$%+&*)KK;8+"%9&l0,,$**&+;&0KK8;K8"0+$&
+8$0+Q$%+&"%&"%*+"+)+";%06&*$++"%9*&E;8&K$;K6$&;E&066&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+"$*&0%#&$5K8$**";%*1&"%R
,6)#"%9&0,,$**&+;&0KK8;K8"0+$&<$06+<&,08$&*$8>",$*&"%,6)#"%9&9$%#$8&+80%*"+";%&+<$80K"$*Imfj&
:$+&0*&G8I&4"#M$66&$5K60"%$#-

7;;&;E+$%&#$+$%+";%&0%#&,;88$,+";%06&E0,"6"+"$*&()*+&#;%`+&O%;M&M<0+&+;&#;&M"+<&0&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0%#&*;&+<$3&()*+&#;&%;+<"%9I&7<$8$&08$&8$*;)8,$*&+<0+&+<$3&,;)6#&
)*$&+;&6$08%&0/;)+&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0%#&+<$"8&Q$#",06&0%#&K*3,<;6;9",06&%$$#*I&
'%*+$0#1&"+&*$$Q*&0&6;+&$0*"$8&()*+&+;&"9%;8$&+<$&3;)+<`*&%$$#*&0%#&"%*"*+&+<$&3;)+<&
,;%E;8Q&+;&<"*&;8&<$8&/";6;9",06&9$%#$81&M<"6$&;EE$8"%9&%;&*)KK;8+&;8&K8;+$,+";%&
E8;Q&+<$&<080**Q$%+&/3&*+0EE&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<&+<0+&"%$>"+0/63&;,,)8*Ifd&&

J&60,O&;E&)%#$8*+0%#"%9&;E&+<$&,8"+",06&"QK;8+0%,$&;E&<;8Q;%$&+8$0+Q$%+&"*&;%$&K8;/6$QI&
D;Q$& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&;/+0"%&<;8Q;%$*&;%& +<$& *+8$$+I&[<$%& +<$3& $%+$8&#$+$%+";%& E0R
,"6"+"$*1& +<$&*)##$%&M"+<#80M06& E8;Q&<;8Q;%$*&,0%&<0>$&*$8";)*&%$90+">$&<$06+<&,;%*$R
W)$%,$*I&^%$&#$E$%#$8&8$K;8+$#&+<0+&*<$&8$K8$*$%+$#&0&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&+80%*9$%#$8&,6"$%+&
$1-%$&)%.#;#&0#'+<%&..#)0#'%*-.%)-+,4,0,"5%)#S%0-%-?0&,"%1-./-"#)6%E+01-(51%)1#%$&)%2R
"&++<%&?+#%0-%-?0&,"%&%;.#)4.,;0,-"%*-.%1-./-"#)B%01#%'#0#"0,-"%*&4,+,0<%.#*()#'%0-%2++%,0%&"'%
M;)6#%`+&066;M&<$8&+;&+0O$&+<$QIfC&

Rodriguez v. Johnson and the Importance of Hormone Treatment

Rodriguez v. Johnson involved a secure facility in New York that abruptly terminated a trans-
gender young woman’s hormone treatment when she arrived at the facility. The abrupt 
withdrawal from the medical care she had been receiving for almost four years led to nau-
sea, headaches, and increased facial hair, as well as severe mental distress. Despite her 
attorney’s efforts, the facility continued to refuse to provide her with this medically neces-
43%2*6%$36.$'6:*P'*UVV[?*4<$*+/$)*3*/3=41&6*3@3&'46*-7+(&3/4*-7*6<$*;$=*\-%H*T636$*B7+($*-7*
Children and Family Services (OCFS) for their failure to provide her with adequate medical 
care.70 The case eventually settled out of court. The settlement included monetary dam-
ages for the young woman and an agreement by the state to implement changes to ensure 
the safety and appropriate treatment of transgender youth in its care.71 OCFS has since ad-
-#6$)*3*(-.#%$<$'4&,$*#-/&(2*6-*$'41%$*73(&/&6&$4*.$$6*6<$*'$$)4*-7*(-'+'$)*LMNG*2-16<:*
X-%*71%6<$%*)&4(144&-'*-7*6<&4*#-/&(2?*4$$*6<$*]T#-6/&@<6*-'*^$7-%.S*Q-')&6&-'4*-7*Q-'+'$-
ment—The New York Example” text box on Page 110).
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Endnotes

cI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&G06$1&0&cUR3$08R;6#&M<"+$1&903&Q06$&3;)+<&S=)63&cc1&ABBdTI
AI& &&M$$&SKPK&/K&^.??$01&hcU&aI&D)KKIA#&ccAC1&ccUj&SGI&!0MI&ABBfTZ&AKcK&/K&T)_$0%$1&gjA&aIg#&

UjA1&UjC&Sg8#&?"8I&ABBhTZ&A?$42%#$0&MK&/K&U.G#1&djf&aI&D)KKI&jjg1&jdA&SGIDI?I&cCCUT&2DD`#&
"%&J20+&2%#&0$/`#&"%&J20+&.%&.+E$0&30.)%#*H&ccg&aIg#&cgjg&Sh+<&?"8I&cCCjTI

gI& &&J66&/)+&;%$&#$+$%+";%&*+0EE&K$8*;%&*)8>$3$#&E;8&+<"*&8$K;8+&0,O%;M6$#9$#&+<0+&+<$3&
<0>$&+<"*&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3I

hI& &&F0+";%06&?;)%,"6&;E&=)>$%"6$&0%#&a0Q"63&?;)8+&=)#9$*1&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&
P)"#$?"%$*Q&'BJ0./"%3&-.)0+&102,+",$&"%&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&-2*$*&chh1&cjj&SABBUT&
o<$8$"%0E+$8&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*pI
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fI& &&M$$&3$%$02??G&?06>"%&$+&06I1&*)J02&"-0#%UT%>&.#"0%#0%&+6B%9*24#%-*%I(3#",+#%I()0,4#%&"'%
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d2,"?"+"$*Q&S$*$20,E&S$J.0+&hC&ScCChTI&

jI& &M$$H&$K3I1&AKcKH&gjA&aIg#&0+&UdhRUdUZ&?06>"%&$+&06I1&*)J02&%;+$&UI
dI& &&M$$&40883&\8"*/$891&MJ$,"2?&S$J.0+Q&U0$2Y"%3&+E$&-G,?$&.D&AC)*$&"%&N)/$%"?$&d2,"?"+"$*&SF0R

+";%06&?;)%,"6&;%&?8"Q$&0%#&G$6"%W)$%,31&ABBCTZ&N08$%+&$+&06I1&*)J02&%;+$&fZ&SKPK1&hcU&
aID)KKIA#&0+&cchhRhUZ&AKcK1&gjA&aIg#&0+&UddI&

CI& &SKPI1&hcU&aI&D)KKIA#&0+&ccggI&
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SL03&U1&ABBdTI&
ccI& &&H0%#"&a$"%*+$"%1&$+&2?I1&N)*+",$&D.0&A??R&A&S$J.0+&.%&T$*C"2%H&P2GH&U"*$4)2?H&2%#&

V02%*3$%#$0$#&W.)+E&"%&+E$&X$I&W.0Y&N)/$%"?$&N)*+",$&MG*+$B&A&SY8/0%&=)*+",$&?$%+$8&
ABBcTI&

cAI& &\8"*/$891&*)J02&%;+$&d1&0+&gI
cgI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&?0K+0"%&:;)%9&SG$,I&Ad1&ABBjTI&
chI& &SKPKH&hcU&aID)KKIA#&0+&ccfAZ&AKcKH&gjA&aIg#&0+&Udc1&UdgI
cUI& &L",<"90%`*&K;6",3&,;>$8*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1&/)+&%;+&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I
cfI& &&a$"%*+$"%&$+&06I1&*)J02&%;+$&cc1&0+&gARghZ&D<0%%0%&["6/$81&?0"+6"%&H30%1&q&=;#3&

L08O*0Q$81&-E"?#&e$?D20$&T$23)$&.D&AB$0",2&U$*+&102,+",$&P)"#$?"%$*Q&M$0/"%3&TPUV&
W.)+E&"%&])+i.Di!.B$&-20$&fRd&SABBfTZ&\8"*/$891&*)J02&%;+$&d1&0+&ARgI

cjI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8&S=)63&U1&ABBjTI&
cdI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&=$%%"E$8&H"6$3R?;66"%*&SG$,I&j1&ABBjTI&
cCI& &'#I
ABI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&H$3%06#;1&0&cjR3$08R;6#&F0+">$&JQ$8",0%1&*+80"9<+&Q06$&

3;)+<&SL03&h1&ABBdTI&
AcI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&H;/$8+1&0%&JE8",0%RJQ$8",0%&*+80"9<+&Q06$&3;)+<&S09$&

%;+&K8;>"#$#T&SJK8I&AA1&ABBdTI&
AAI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&J%#8$M1&0&cjR3$08R;6#&.0+"%;1&903&Q06$&3;)+<&SL03&h1&

ABBdTI&
AgI& &YIDI&?;%*+I&0Q$%#I&x'b1&s&cI
AhI& &&!)Q0%&H"9<+*&[0+,<&q&JQ$8",0%&?">"6&."/$8+"$*&Y%";%1&-)*+.#G&2%#&-.%+0.?Q&
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;)*01!1)*%&)/&;)*9*"#"*!&1*&D"N&U)8M$%&4-I"*1<"&681%)*%&/)8&T18<%&jf&SABBdT&o<$8$"%0E+$8&
-)*+.#G&2%#&-.%+0.?pI

AUI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&=;*$K<1&0&AcR3$08R;6#&M<"+$1&9$%#$8W)$$8&3;)+<&SJK8I&cj1&
ABBdTI

AfI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&L083%$660&[;;#*&SG$,I&g1&ABBjTI
AjI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&.),31&0&cCR3$08R;6#&M<"+$&/"*$5)06&E$Q06$&3;)+<&SJK8I&cj1&

ABBdTI
AdI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&736$81&0&AAR3$08R;6#&F0+">$&JQ$8",0%1&903&Q06$&3;)+<&

SJK8I&cj1&ABBdTI
ACI& &-)*+.#G&2%#&-.%+0.?1&*)J02&%;+$&Ah1&0+&jUI
gBI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&L08+3&4$3$81&N<IGI&SF;>I&Aj1&ABBjTI&
gcI& &&'%+$8>"$M&M"+<&cjR3$08R;6#&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<1&.$906&D$8>",$*&E;8&

?<"6#8$%&E;8&+<$&L;#$6&D+0%#08#*&N8;($,+&Sa$/I&Ad1&ABBgTI
gAI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&L",<0$61&0&cjR3$08R;6#&M<"+$1&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&+80%*9$%#$8&

3;)+<&SJK8I&cc1&ABBdTI&
ggI& &&2"0%%0&VI&'*80$6&q&G;%06#&VI&708>$8&''1&V02%*3$%#$0&-20$Q&S$,.BB$%#$#&P)"#$?"%$*H&

102,+",2?&'%D.0B2+".%H&2%#&1$0*.%2?&A,,.)%+*&cgAyhc&S7$QK6$&Y%">$8*"+3&N8$**&cCCjTZ&
[06+$8&L$3$8&'''&$+&06I1&VE$&!200G&U$%(2B"%&'%+$0%2+".%2?&P$%#$0&OG*JE.0"2&A**.,"2+".%`*&
M+2%#20#*&.D&-20$&D.0&P$%#$0&'#$%+"+G&O"*.0#$0*&cA&Sf+<&$#I&ABBcT&o<$8$"%0E+$8&M+2%#20#*&
.D&-20$pI&&

ghI& &O.$&/K&U$??1&jUh&FI:IDIA#&dhf1&dUg&SFI:IDI?I&ABBgTI
gUI& &'#K
gfI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&\"0%01&0&cfR3$08R;6#&Q)6+"80,"06&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&

+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&c1&ABBdTI
gjI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&'%+$8>"$M&M"+<&()>$%"6$&#$+$%+";%&*+0EE&S=)63&Af1&ABBjTI
gdI& &&M$$&2?*.&=;#3&L08O*0Q$81&A%#&CG&+E$&e2GH&O.&W.)&^%.I&!$&VE"%Y*&!$`*&2&P"0?R&VE$&d2"?i

)0$*&.D&T2IH&1.?",GH&2%#&T$32?&S$J0$*$%+2+".%&D.0&V02%*3$%#$0&W.)+E&"%&O$?"%F)$%,G&-.)0+*1&
U-c&D$5)06"+3&H$*$08,<&q&D;,"06&N;6",3&jA1&dA&SABBdTI

gCI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&SJK8I&cB1&ABBdTI&
hBI& &'#I
hcI& &A?$42%#$0&MK1&djf&aID)KKI&0+&jCdZ&SKPK1&hcU&aID)KKIA#&0+&ccUAI
hAI& &&7"<<&IP&V)<9%@1&hhc&YIDI&UAB1&UgC&ScCjCTZ&*$$&2?*.&c"?.%2*&/K&e"??"2B*1&fCc&aIA#&Cgc1&

ChA&ScB+<&?"8I&cCdAT&Sl0%3&"%*+"+)+";%06&8)6$*&+<0+&0Q;)%+&+;&K)%"*<Q$%+&;E&+<;*$&
,"3-+("0&.,+<%4-"2"#'%6%6%6%&.#%3,-+&0,3#%-*%01#%'(#%;.-4#))%4+&()#%;#.%)#a^6

hgI& &&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<"0+8",&J**;,"0+";%1&X$I*&S$?$2*$&X.K&>:i56Q&'%,20,$02+$#&N)/$%"?$*&U$?.%3&
"%&N)/$%"?$&d2,"?"+"$*&Sa$/I&Aj1&ABBCT1&2/2"?2C?$&2+&<++K-PPMMMIK*3,<I;89PL0"%L$%)P
F$M*8;;QPF$M*H$6$0*$*PABBCF$M*H$6$0*$*P'%,08,$80+$#=)>$%"6$*I0*K5I

ee6% %dP(,0<%>.-G#40%,"0#.3,#$%$,01%&%G(3#",+#%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.%H=#?6%c_B%cYYk^6%
hUI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8&S=)63&A1&ABBjTI&
hfI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&?60"8$1&0&AcR3$08R;6#&M<"+$&6$*/"0%&E$Q06$&3;)+<&S=)%$&A1&

ABBdTI
hjI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&736$81&0&AAR3$08R;6#&F0+">$RJQ$8",0%1&903&Q06$&3;)+<&

SJK8I&cj1&ABBdTI
hdI& &&?;88$*K;%#$%,$&E8;Q&3;)+<&0#>;,0+$&+;&+<$&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&Sa$/I&cj1&ABBdT&SW);+"%9&0&

3;)+<&M"+<&M<;Q&<$&M;8O$#TI
hCI& &SKPK1&hcU&aID)KKIA#&0+&ccUURUfI&
UBI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&a80%O"$1&0&AAR3$08R;6#&F0+">$RJQ$8",0%1&+M;R*K"8"+1&

P(##.%*#/&+#R0-R/&+#%0.&")5#"'#.%<-(01%HI("#%cB%cYYk^%H]##%E;;#"',S%E%*-.%&%'#2",R

http://www.psych.org/MainMenu/Newsroom/NewsReleases/2009NewsReleases/IncarceratedJuveniles.aspx
http://www.psych.org/MainMenu/Newsroom/NewsReleases/2009NewsReleases/IncarceratedJuveniles.aspx
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3$08*I&'%&ABBj1&+<$&E0,"6"+3&0#;K+$#&0&M8"++$%&K;6",3&8$60+"%9&+;&.247&3;)+<&+<0+&,;QR
Q"+*&+<$&E0,"6"+3&+;&Q0O"%9&K60,$Q$%+&#$,"*";%*&8$60+$#&+;&066&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&;%&0&
,0*$R/3R,0*$&/0*"*I&

UhI& &&G$,6080+";%&;E&H;/$8+&=I&4"#M$66&0+&ch1&cC1&SKPK&/K&^.??$01&hcU&aID)KKIA#&ccAC&SGI&!0MI&
ABBfT&SF;I&BURUffTI

UUI& &&?;88$*K;%#$%,$&E8;Q&H;/$8+&4"#M$66&+;&.$906&D$8>",$*&E;8&?<"6#8$%&S=)63&h1&ABBfT&S;%&
2+#%$,01%01#%&(01-.)^6

UfI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&=0Q061&0&cCR3$08R;6#&JE8",0%RJQ$8",0%1&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&c1&ABBdTI

UjI& &4"#M$66H&*)J02&%;+$&UUI&
UdI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&a;51&0&AcR3$08R;6#1&E$Q06$R+;RQ06$&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&

S=)%$&A1&ABBdTI
UCI& &&'%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0%;%3Q;)*&3;)+<1&.$906&D$8>",$*&E;8&?<"6#8$%&E;8&+<$&L;#$6&

D+0%#08#*&N8;($,+&Sa$/I&ABBgTI
fBI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&S=)63&Af1&ABBjTI&
fcI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06&SL08I&f1&ABBdTI&
fAI& &VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&()#9$&Sa$/I&AA1&ABBjTI&
hf6% %%7#$%K-.[%]0&0#%9*24#%-*%D1,+'.#"%&"'%=&/,+<%]#.3,4#)B%`>-+,4,#)%&"'%>.-4#'(.#)8%

.$*/"0%1&2031&4"*$5)061&780%*9$%#$8&0%#&t)$*+";%"%9&:;)+<m&SL08I&cj1&ABBdT1&2/2"?i
2C?$&2+&100;8jj).+;6-.5j2+#)jLJNOpqK-(01q>-+,4<q>>FqfeecqYY6;'*I&

fhI& &&JQ$8",0%&L$#",06&J**;,"0+";%1&lH$*;6)+";%&cAA-&H$Q;>"%9&a"%0%,"06&4088"$8*&+;&?08$&
E;8&780%*9$%#$8&N0+"$%+*m&SABBdTI

fUI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&E;,)*&98;)K1&\"0%01&0&cfR3$08R;6#&Q)6+"80,"06&Q06$R+;RE$Q06$&
+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&SL03&c1&ABBdTI

ffI& &&M$$&W.)%3C$03&/K&S.B$.1&hUj&YIDI&gBj&ScCdATZ&AKcK1&gjA&aIg#&0+&UjA1&UdU&%IgZ&N2,Y*.%&/K&
N.E%*.%1&ccd&aI&D)KKI&A#&Ajd1&AdC&SGIFI:I&ABBBTZ&A?$42%#$0&MI1&djf&aI&D)KKI&0+&jddI

fjI& &&&JQ$8",0%&N*3,<;6;9",06&J**;,"0+";%1&lN;6",3&D+0+$Q$%+-&780%*9$%#$81&2$%#$8&'#$%R
+"+31&q&2$%#$8&V5K8$**";%&F;%RG"*,8"Q"%0+";%1m&S0#;K+$#&J)9I&ABBdT1&&
<++K-PPMMMI0K0I;89PK"P69/,PK;6",3P+80%*9$%#$8I<+Q6I&&

fdI& &&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&G8I&H;/$8+&4"#M$66&SF;>I&Aj1&ABBjTI
fCI& &&&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&"%+$8>"$M&M"+<&0&()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8&S=)63&A1&ABBjTI&
jBI& &&?;QK60"%+&0+&Ayg1&f1&S.#0"3)$_&/K&N.E%*.%B%7-6%YhDrYYc_e%H]6@676K6%2+#'%I&"6%__B%cYYh^%

H-"%2+#%$,01%&(01-.^6
jcI& &&D$++6$Q$%+&J98$$Q$%+1&S.#0"3)$_&/K&N.E%*.%1&F;I&Bf?bBBAch&SDIGIFI:I&*$++6$#&F;>I&cg1&

cYYh^%H-"%2+#%$,01%&(01-.^6
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Barriers to Zealous Defense Advocacy  
for LGBT Youth

lX.&*"%3?$&2,+".%&E.?#*&B.0$&J.+$%+"2?&D.0&2,E"$/"%3&J0.,$#)02?&()*+",$&D.0&+E$&,E"?#&"%&+E$&
()/$%"?$&,.)0+&+E2%&J0./"*".%&.D&,.)%*$?Imc

—President Johnson’s Commission on Law Enforcement  
and Administration of Justice, 1967

l'&I"*E&BG&?2IG$0&I2*&B.0$&)%#$0*+2%#"%3&.D&TPUV&G.)+E&"%*+$2#&.D&()*+&*2G"%3&"+`*&2&
,.%D)*".%&+E"%3p2&*+23$&"%&?"D$&G.)`??&30.I&.)+&.DKmA

—Russell, a 21-year-old white bisexual male youth

E/-"5%01#%2./+<%#)0&?+,)1#'%'(#%;.-4#))%.,510)%&**-.'#'%<-(01%,"%'#+,"P(#"4<%;.-4##'R
,"5)B% 01#%.,510% 0-%4-(")#+B%2.)0%#S0#"'#'%,"% '%&0$&P2)?+H<& "*&089)0/63&+<$&Q;*+&,8"+",06I&J*&
%0+";%06& *+0%#08#*& 8$,;9%"X$1& ()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8*& 08$& l$**$%+"06& +;& +<$& 0#Q"%"*+80+";%&;E&
()*+",$&0%#&+;&+<$&E0"8&0%#&0,,)80+$&8$*;6)+";%&;E&"**)$*&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&o+<$p&K8;,$$#"%9*1mh&
*$8>"%9&0*&0%&"QK;8+0%+&,<$,O&;%&0/)*$*&;E&+<$&*+0+$&0%#&<;6#"%9&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&
0,,;)%+0/6$I&["+<;)+&$EE$,+">$&6$906&8$K8$*$%+0+";%1&0&3;)%9&K$8*;%&*+0%#*&6"++6$&,<0%,$&;E&
#$E$%#"%9&<$8*$6E&0%#&"%>;O"%9&<$8&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*IU&D"%,$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&<0>$&/$,;Q$&
Q;8$&K)%"+">$&;>$8&+<$&60*+&E$M&#$,0#$*1&+<$&*+0O$*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&#$%"06&;E&+<$&8"9<+&+;&
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Defense Counsel: an Essential Role in Protecting  
the Rights of LGBT Youth

=)>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8*&K603&0&<"9<63&*K$,"06"X$#&0%#&,;QK6$5&8;6$&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&*3*+$QI&
7<$3&Q)*+&+<;8;)9<63&"%>$*+"90+$&$0,<&,0*$Z&8$9)60863&,;QQ)%",0+$&M"+<&0%#&,;)%*$6&,6"R
$%+*Z&0#>"*$&,6"$%+*&;E&+<$&,;660+$806&,;%*$W)$%,$*&;E&0%&0#()#",0+";%Z&K8$K08$&0&#$E$%*$Z&
8$K8$*$%+&,6"$%+*&0+&066&,8"+",06&*+09$*&;E&+<$&,0*$Z&K8;+$,+&+<$&,6"$%+*`&#)$&K8;,$**&8"9<+*Z&0#R
>;,0+$&E;8&+<$&Q;*+&0KK8;K8"0+$&#"*K;*"+";%&,;%*"*+$%+&M"+<&+<$&,6"$%+`*&$5K8$**$#&"%+$8$*+*Z&



118

H
I
D

D
E

N
 
I
N

J
U

S
T

I
C

E

$%*)8$&+<$&*+0+$`*&,;QK6"0%,$&M"+<&,;)8+&;8#$8*Z&$%*)8$&+<$&*0E$+3&;E&3;)+<&"%&E0,"6"+"$*Z&0#R
>;,0+$&E;8&,6"$%+*`&$#),0+";%061&Q$%+06&<$06+<1&0%#&;+<$8&%$$#*Z&0%#&$5K;*$&0%#&,<066$%9$&
+<$&)%#$863"%9&*3*+$Q",&/"0*$*&K$8>0#"%9&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QIcB&

=)>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8*&;M$&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&+<$&*0Q$&$+<",06&#)+"$*&;E&6;306+31&,;QQ)%",0+";%1&0%#&
#"6"9$%,$&0*&+<;*$&;M$#&/3&0#)6+&,8"Q"%06&#$E$%#$8*Icc&F)Q$8;)*&K8;E$**";%06&*+0%#08#*&
0%#&9)"#$6"%$*&Q0O$&,6$08& +<0+& ()>$%"6$&#$E$%#$8*&Q)*+&8$K8$*$%+& +<$&,6"$%+*`&$5K8$**$#&
"%+$8$*+*1&%;+&M<0+&+<$&#$E$%#$8&/$6"$>$*&"*&"%&+<$&,6"$%+*`&/$*+&"%+$8$*+*IcA&

7;&#"*,<089$&+<$*$&#)+"$*&$EE$,+">$631&#$E$%#$8*&Q)*+&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$&>08"$#&"#$%+"+"$*&;E&
01#,.%4+,#"0)6%I()0%&)%'#*#"'#.)%/()0%("'#.)0&"'%01#%,"V(#"4#%01&0%5#"'#.B%.&4#%&"'%#01",4R
"+31&"QQ"980+";%&*+0+)*1&8$6"9";%1&0%#&*;,";R$,;%;Q",&*+0+)*&Q03&<0>$&;%&$0,<&"%#">"#)06&
,6"$%+1&*;&+;;&Q)*+&+<$3&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$&8;6$&+<0+&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3&
K603&"%&+<$"8&,6"$%+*`&6">$*I&'%&0##"+";%1&+<$3&Q)*+&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$&M03*&"%&M<",<&/"0*$*&;E&
+<$& ()*+",$& *3*+$Q&8$%#$8&.247&3;)+<&K08+",)60863&>)6%$80/6$& +;&0/)*$&0%#&#"*,8"Q"%0R
+";%Icg%E)%-"#%'#*#"'#.%'#)4.,?#'B% `Q#%/()0%?#% 4-")0&"0+<%3,5,+&"0% l&?-(0%2510,"5%',)R
,8"Q"%0+";%p&0,8;**&+<$&*3*+$QImch&

V5K$8+*& <0>$& /$9)%& +;& $50Q"%$& +<$& ,;%+$5+)06& "**)$*& 8$60+$#& +;& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%& 0%#&
9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+<0+&Q"9<+&08"*$&#)8"%9&+<$&,;)8*$&;E&#$6"%W)$%,3&8$K8$*$%+0+";%I&7<$&Y%"R
>$8*"+3&;E&F$>0#01&.0*&b$90*&?;%E$8$%,$&;%&H$K8$*$%+"%9&?<"6#8$%&"%&a0Q"6"$*-&?<"6#8$%`*&
J#>;,0,3&0%#&=)*+",$&7$%&:$08*&JE+$8&a;8#<0Q&,;%>$%$#&0&M;8O"%9&98;)K&"%&ABBf&+;&#"*R
,)**&+<$&8;6$&;E&*$5&0%#&*$5)06"+3&"%&8$K8$*$%+"%9&,<"6#8$%I&7<$&M;8O"%9&98;)K&Q0#$&+<8$$&
/8;0#&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&+;&0**"*+&60M3$8*&"%&$%*)8"%9&$>$83&,6"$%+&<0*&$W)06&0,,$**&+;&*$8R
>",$*&0%#&8$,$">$*&E0"8&0%#&8$*K$,+E)6&+8$0+Q$%+&"%&,;)8+-

cI& .0M3$8*&*<;)6#&*+8">$&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&+<$"8&;M%&"%+$8%06&/"0*$*&#;&%;+&,;QK8;Q"*$&+<$&
W)06"+3&0%#&$EE$,+">$%$**&;E&+<$"8&0#>;,0,3Z

AI& .0M3$8*&*<;)6#&*$$O&+;&8$Q$#3&/"0*&;8&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&090"%*+&+<$"8&,6"$%+&/0*$#&;%&9$%R
#$81&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&;8&*$5)06&,;%#),+Z&0%#&

gI& .0M3$8*&*<;)6#&0#>;,0+$&E;8&60M&0%#&K;6",3&,<0%9$*&+;&K8;Q;+$&*3*+$Q*&;E&,08$&+<0+&
08$&E0"81&*0E$&0%#&8$*K$,+E)6&;E&$0,<&,<"6#`*&#"9%"+3IcU&

[<"6$&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&08$&%;+&%$,$**08"63&8$6$>0%+&"%&$>R
$83&,0*$1&#$E$%#$8*&Q)*+&O$$K&"%&Q"%#&+<$&%)Q$8;)*&M03*&"%&M<",<&+<$&"**)$*&,0%&"QK0,+&
+<$&>08";)*&*+09$*&;E&0&,0*$I&D;Q$&$50QK6$*&"%,6)#$-

  !"#$%&'%()*+&,&-',I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&/$&0M08$&;E&+<$&K;+$%+"06&E;8&#"*,8"Q"%0+;83&
;8&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&,<089$*&090"%*+&.247&3;)+<1&*),<&0*&,0*$*&"%>;6>"%9&,;%*$%*)06&
*$51&0%#&Q;>$&+;&#"*Q"**&#"*,8"Q"%0+;83&,<089$*&;%&,;%*+"+)+";%06&0%#&*+0+)+;83&
98;)%#*I&Y%#$8*+0%#"%9&+<$&E0,+;8*&+<0+&6$0#&3;)+<&"%+;&+<$&*3*+$Q1&*),<&0*&<080**R
Q$%+&0+&*,<;;6&;8&E0Q"6"06&8$($,+";%1&M"66&<$6K&#$E$%#$8*&089)$&+<0+&+<$&,0*$&"*&/$++$8&
<0%#6$#&;)+*"#$&+<$&,;)8+&*3*+$QI



119

  )*.*'.&-'()*+&,&-',3'G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&>"9;8;)*63&0#>;,0+$&E;8&+<$"8&,6"$%+*`&"%+$8R
$*+*&0+&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*I&a;8&$50QK6$1&;+<$8&K08+"$*&Q"9<+&8$,;QQ$%#&#$+$%+";%&
/0*$#&;%&+<$&E0,+&+<0+&06+$8%0+">$&K8;980Q*&"%&+<$&()8"*#",+";%&M"66&%;+&0,,$K+&+<$&
3;)+<I&'%&*),<&,0*$*1&+<$&#$E$%#$8&*<;)6#&089)$&+<0+&+<$&6$906&*+0%#08#&E;8&#$+$%R
+";%&<0*&%;+&/$$%&Q$+&0%#&;EE$8&,8$0+">$&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&+<$&,;)8+1&*),<&0*&K60,"%9&+<$&
3;)+<&M"+<&%;%,)*+;#"06&8$60+">$*I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&06*;&$%*)8$&+<0+&.247&,6"$%+*&
08$&%;+&K60,$#&"%&#$+$%+";%&E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&08$&0/)*">$&;8&#"*,8"Q"%0+;83I

  /&.&%#.&-'3'7<;8;)9<&"%>$*+"90+";%&M"66&<$6K&)%,;>$8&Q"+"90+"%9&E0,+;8*I&J/)*$&0%#&
<080**Q$%+&0+&*,<;;61&8$($,+";%&/3&E0Q"6"$*1&0%#&<;Q$6$**%$**&;E&.247&3;)+<&,0%&
*$8>$&+;&Q"+"90+$&+<$&,<089$*&"%&K08+",)608&,0*$*I

  )&,0-,&.&-'3'G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&,;%*)6+&M"+<&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&+;&,8$0+$&+<$&Q;*+&0KK8;K8"R
0+$&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&E;8&#"*K;*"+";%I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&0#>;,0+$&090"%*+&0%3&K60,$R
Q$%+*&+<0+&M"66&/$&<08QE)6&+;&+<$"8&,6"$%+*1&"%,6)#"%9&+<;*$&+<0+&08$&%;+&*$%*"+">$&+;&
.247&3;)+<I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&06*;&K8$*$%+&$5K$8+&+$*+"Q;%3&0%#&8$K;8+*&+;&,;)%+$8&
0%3&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&E;8&<08QE)6&+8$0+Q$%+&*$8>",$*&+<0+&08$&%;+&,;%*"*+$%+&M"+<&
K8;E$**";%0663&0,,$K+$#&Q$#",06&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K80,+",$*I

  1-,.2)&,0-,&.&-'3'G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&$%*)8$&+<$&*0E$+3&0%#&8$*K$,+E)6&+8$0+Q$%+&
;E&3;)+<&"%&K60,$Q$%+*I&'E&%$,$**0831&+<$3&*<;)6#&0#>;,0+$&E;8&,<0%9"%9&0&3;)+<`*&
K60,$Q$%+I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&+<;8;)9<63&"%>$*+"90+$]0%#&#$E$%#&090"%*+]0%3&06R
6$90+";%*&;E&K8;/0+";%&>";60+";%*I

Spotlight on Reform: Role of the Legal Community in Addressing 
LGBT Youth Issues

The GLBT Bar Association of Washington, QLaw, formed the At-Risk Youth Committee in 
2007 to address the legal needs of Washington’s at-risk LGBT youth. The committee, 
which meets monthly, has created a web-based resource (www.qlawyouth.org) with infor-
mation and resources to assist at-risk LGBT youth and their advocates. The committee 
has revised the judge’s bench guide on sexual orientation and the law to include a sec-
tion on youth law that addresses issues affecting LGBT youth and has conducted training 
for judges based on the guide. Committee members also meet with youth at a local LGBT 
drop-in center and residential facility to discuss legal issues raised by the young people. 
Finally, QLaw has a foundation that funds law students in summer positions to work on 
behalf of at-risk LGBT youth.
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Case Study:  LGBT-Sensitive Defense Representation

In 2008, an attorney achieved a groundbreaking victory for her 15-year-old transgender client, 
Mariana, who was detained while awaiting placement in a long-term residential treatment facil-
&62*&'*3'-6<$%*4636$:*_3%&3'3?*=<-*&)$'6&+$)*34*7$.3/$?*<3)*4<-='*3*#$%4&46$'6*(%-44>@$')$%*
&)$'6&+(36&-'*7-%*2$3%4:*F76$%*.$$6&'@*=&6<*<$%?*6<$*366-%'$2*%$01$46$)I3')*6<$*(-1%6*-%)$%$)I
6<36*_3%&3'3*1')$%@-*3'*344$44.$'6*82*3*/-(3/*(/&'&(*4#$(&3/&A&'@*&'*LMNG*<$3/6<*(3%$:*

The clinic issued a report indicating a diagnosis of gender identity disorder and recom-
mending the standard treatments for youth with this diagnosis. Based on the clinic’s re-
port, the defender successfully argued that it was in Mariana’s best interest to receive 
transition-related health care treatment. The court ordered that the youth could receive 
puberty-delaying hormone therapy and transgender-supportive counseling. The judge also 
'-6$)*6<$*&.#-%63'($*-7*37+%.&'@*_3%&3'3J4*&)$'6&62*&'*3((-%)3'($*=&6<*3(($#6$)*.$)&(3/*
practice, ordering the facility staff to refer to the youth by her preferred name and female 
pronouns, allow her to keep her hair long, and permit her to dress in a manner consistent 
with her gender identity. In addition, the order required the facility to ensure Mariana’s 
safety and privacy when using the shower and bathroom and prohibited physical searches 
by staff to determine her physical anatomy.16 

According to the attorney, the order “has been pivotal for [her] client’s development and 
well-being. It has allowed her to receive the standard transition-related medical and men-
tal health treatment she needs, and it has given her hope that the courts and foster care 
4246$.*3%$*(3#38/$*-7*37+%.&'@*3')*%$4#$(6&'@*<$%*&)$'6&62:`17 A redacted copy of the court 
order can be found in Appendix D.

Broken Juvenile Indigent Defense Systems Hamper  
Effective Representation of LGBT Youth 

7<$&M$66R#;,)Q$%+$#&K8;/6$Q*&M"+<& ()>$%"6$& "%#"9$%+&#$E$%*$&#$6">$83& *3*+$Q*&0,8;**&
+<$&,;)%+83&0EE$,+&066&3;)+<1&"%,6)#"%9&.247&3;)+<I&a;8&.247&3;)+<1&0%&0##$#&;/*+0,6$&+;&
$EE$,+">$&6$906&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+*&"*&+<$&60,O&;E&.247R*$%*"+">$&0#>;,0,3&;%&
+<$&K08+&;E&*;Q$&()>$%"6$&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*I

Some defenders advocate directly against their client’s expressed interests 
based on their own opinions about sexual orientation and gender identity.

lcG&?2IG$0&#.$*%`+&Y%.I&B$H&C)+&E$&Y%.I*&'`B&32GK&!$&Y%.I*&'&I2%+&+.&?$2/$&+E"*&J?2,$H&
C)+&E$&+.?#&+E$&,.)0+&o#.%`+&?$+&E"B&?$2/$&+E$0$K &̀'&#.%`+&+E"%Y&+E2+`*&D2"0Imcd&

– Adam, a 14-year-old African-American gay male youth

7<$&#$E$%*$& 0++;8%$3& "*& 8$*K;%*"/6$& E;8& 9">"%9&3;)+<& 0& >;",$& "%& ,;)8+& 0%#& 8$K8$*$%+"%9&
+<$&3;)+<`*& "%+$8$*+*&0+&$>$83&*+09$&;E& +<$&K8;,$**I&7<$&#)+3& +;& 8$K8$*$%+& +<$&$5K8$**$#&



121

"%+$8$*+*&;E&+<$&,6"$%+&Q$0%*&+<0+&+<$&3;)+<1&%;+&+<$&0++;8%$31&#"8$,+*&+<$&8$K8$*$%+0+";%I&'%&
+<$&,;%+$5+&;E&.247&3;)+<1&+<$&#$E$%#$8`*&8;6$&"*&%;+&+;&#$+$8Q"%$&M<$+<$8&$0,<&,6"$%+&"*&
.2471&;8&+;&,;%>"%,$&.247&3;)+<&+<0+&+<$3&M;)6#&/$&/$++$8&*$8>$#&/3&<"#"%91&8$>$06"%91&
;8&,<0%9"%9&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3IcC&H0+<$81&+<$&#$E$%#$8`*&8;6$&"*&+;&
$EE$,+">$63&,;)%*$6&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&0/;)+&066&+<$"8&6$906&;K+";%*&0%#&+<$&K;+$%+"06&0#>0%+09$*&
0%#&#"*0#>0%+09$*&;E&$0,<&;K+";%1&0%#&+;&0#>;,0+$&"%&0&Q0%%$8&+<0+&8$*K$,+*&066&,6"$%+*1&
8$908#6$**& ;E& *$5)06& ;8"$%+0+";%& ;8& 9$%#$8& "#$%+"+3IAB&J*&N8;E$**;8& 408/080& a$##$8*& <0*&
$5K60"%$#-

o7p<$&+80%*9$%#$8&9"86&Q03&Q0O$&)*&I&I&I&)%,;QE;8+0/6$1&/$,0)*$&M$&M0%+&+;&K8;+$,+&
<$8&E8;Q&<$8*$6EI&lG;$*%`+&*<$&O%;M&+<0+&O"#*&M"66&K",O&;%&<$8&E;8&M$08"%9&#8$**$*u&
J%#&M<3&#;$*&*<$&+<"%O&*<$&"*&0&9"86um&l[<0+&M$%+&M8;%9&M"+<&<$8&)K/8"%9"%9um&
l'*%`+&+<"*&()*+&0&K<0*$um&[$&Q)*+&,;%E8;%+&+<$&E0,+&+<0+1&"%&0&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$1&0&
+80%*9$%#$8&9"86&M"66&K;**"/63&E0,$&#$+$%+";%I&I&I&I&0#>"*$&<$8&;E&+<$&8$06"+"$*&;E&,;%R
2"#/#"0B%&++-$%1#.%0-%/&[#%1#.%-$"%'#4,),-")%&?-(0%1-$%0-%'.#))%&"'%#S;.#))%
<$8*$6E1&0%#&+<$%&#;&$>$83+<"%9&K;**"/6$&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&*<$&"*&*0E$IAc

G$E$%#$8*`&$+<",06&0%#&K8;E$**";%06&8$*K;%*"/"6"+"$*&+;&+<$"8&,6"$%+*1&%;+&+<$"8&K$8*;%06&>"$M*&
;%&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&*<;)6#&9)"#$&+<$"8&0#>;,0,3I&D$>$%+$$%R3$08R
;6#&=0%$66$1&0&+80%*9$%#$8&9"861&#$*,8"/$#&<0>"%9&<0#&0&K;*"+">$&$5K$8"$%,$&M"+<&<$8&#$E$%*$&
0++;8%$3&M<;&M0*&0/6$&+;&K)+&0*"#$&<$8&"%"+"06&#"*,;QE;8+&M"+<&=0%$66$`*&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&J*&
I&"#++#%;(0%,0B%`W%1&'%&%5--'%&00-."#<%6%6%6%Q1#"%)1#%2.)0%/#0%/#B%)1#%0.,;;#'B%?(0%01#"%)1#%
9;+&+;&O%;M&Q$&0%#&*0"#1&_[$&9;+&+;&9$+&3;)&;)+&;E&<$8$&0%#&K)+&3;)&"%&0&K8;980Q&+<0+&"*&
8"9<+&E;8&3;)I`&mAA&=0%$66$`*&0++;8%$3&M0*&0/6$&+;&0#>;,0+$&*),,$**E)663&E;8&<$8&8$Q;>06&E8;Q&
0%&"%0KK8;K8"0+$&K8;980Q&0%#&<$6K&9$+&<$8&+<$&+<$80K3&0%#&Q$#",06&,08$&*<$&%$$#$#&+;&
*+08+&<$8&9$%#$8&+80%*"+";%IAg&

a;8&;+<$8&.247&3;)+<1&<;MR
$>$81& #$E$%#$8*`& 8$6),+0%,$&
+;& 8$K8$*$%+& +<$"8& ,6"$%+*`&
$5K8$**$#&"%+$8$*+*&#$K8">$*&
+<$Q&;E&+<$&8"9<+&+;&/$&<$08#I&
:;)+<&0%#&K8;E$**";%06*&#$R
*,8"/$#& "%*+0%,$*& "%& M<",<&
#$E$%#$8*& 0#>;,0+$#& E;8&
;)+,;Q$*& #"8$,+63& ,;%+80R
#",+;83&+;&M<0+&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&
M0%+$#&/$,0)*$&+<$3&60,O$#&
)(*24,#"0% ("'#.)0&"',"5% -*%
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&
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Case Study: The Danger of “Best Interests” Representation

When 16-year-old Mary Beth defended herself against sexual harassment by classmates at 
school because she was a lesbian, she was arrested for disorderly conduct.24 At her initial 
delinquency hearing, Mary Beth, like many other youth, waived her right to an attorney, 
#/$)*@1&/62?*3')*=34*#/3($)*-'* &')$+'&6$*#%-836&-'?* &'(/1)&'@*<-14$*3%%$46*376$%*4(<--/:*
A month later, Mary Beth violated the probation terms by leaving the house after school. 
At the probation revocation hearing, she again waived her right to an attorney and pled to 
6<$*,&-/36&-':*G<$*4(<--/*%$4-1%($*-7+($%*34H$)*6<36*6<$*(-1%6*-%)$%*_3%2*N$6<*'-6*6-*<3,$*
contact with her girlfriend as a condition of probation. (Mary Beth’s mother believed that 
the girlfriend’s father was pushing for the no-contact order because he disapproved of their 
%$/36&-'4<&#:Y*5&6<*'-*A$3/-14*3),-(36$*&'*6<$*(-1%6%--.*6-*+@<6*7-%*<$%?*6<$*D1)@$*$'6$%$)*
the no-contact order. 

Two weeks later, Mary Beth was arrested for violating the no-contact order by allegedly 
sending notes to her girlfriend. As a result, the court ordered that she be detained and ap-
pointed a public defender. Although Mary Beth had a right to challenge the detention, her 
defender waived the detention hearing without consulting her. At a subsequent hearing in 
the case, the prosecutor argued that Mary Beth was suicidal and should be placed in foster 
(3%$*-%*&'*4$(1%$*(-'+'$.$'6*#%$41.38/2*7-%*<$%*-='*#%-6$(6&-'?*3')*'-6*%$61%'$)*<-.$:*
Mary Beth’s court-appointed defender did not object, stating that it was fair to keep her in 
a facility if she was suicidal. The defender told Mary Beth and her mother that she believed 
the no-contact order was reasonable and tried to convince her to plead guilty to violating 
probation. Ultimately, Mary Beth pled to the charges and went home, although she was 
assigned to an alternative school and ordered to attend counseling. The attorney’s refusal 
6-*A$3/-14/2*)$7$')*_3%2*N$6<J4*%&@<64*(/$3%/2*,&-/36$)*<$%*$6<&(3/*-8/&@36&-'4*6-*<$%*(/&$'6?*
even though she may have believed she was doing what was “for the best.”

Similarly, defenders who believe that LGBT identity is an indicator of pathology or danger-
ousness have failed to contest their clients’ detention or incarceration. A defense attorney 
who represented a boy who was in a relationship with another boy referred to his own client 
as a “sexual predator” and a “perpetrator” when talking with other colleagues involved in 
the case. Even though his client was anxiously awaiting release from secure care, the de-
fense attorney mistakenly assumed his client wanted to remain incarcerated. In court, the 
attorney said his client was a “homosexual” who did not want to be released to his mother 
because he feared she would try to “turn him” (or change his sexual orientation) if he re-
61%'$)*<-.$:*F/6<-1@<*&6*=34*6%1$*6<36*6<$*8-2*<3)*(-'9&(64*=&6<*<&4*.-6<$%?*<$*'$,$%*6-/)*
his defense attorney that he wanted to remain incarcerated; in fact, he had been working 
(/-4$/2*=&6<*3*2-16<*3),-(36$*6-*+')*3*@%-1#*<-.$*#/3($.$'6*7-%*<&.:25 
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The lack of detention advocacy exposes LGBT youth to unnecessary and  
dangerous pre-trial detention.
G$E$%#$8*&<0>$&0&#)+3&+;&8$K8$*$%+&,6"$%+*&0+&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*1&M<",<&"%,6)#$*&#"*,)**R
"%9&;K+";%*&M"+<&+<$&,6"$%+1&$5K6;8"%9&+<$&6$0*+&8$*+8",+">$&8$6$0*$&;K+";%*1&0%#&06$8+"%9&+<$&
,;)8+&;E&0KK8;K8"0+$&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%IAf&J,O%;M6$#9"%9&+<$&"QK;8+0%,$&;E&,;)%*$6&
0+&+<"*&*+09$&;E&0&,0*$1&+<$&F?=a?=&N)/$%"?$&O$?"%F)$%,G&P)"#$?"%$*&,066&E;8&,;)%*$6&+;&/$&0KR
K;"%+$#&K8";8&+;&+<$&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9&0%#&M"+<&$%;)9<&+"Q$&E;8&+<$&#$E$%#$8&+;&K8$K08$&
E;8&+<$&<$08"%9IAj&'%&*;Q$&()8"*#",+";%*1&+<;)9<1&3;)+<&0KK$08&)%8$K8$*$%+$#&0+&#$+$%+";%&
<$08"%9*&/$,0)*$&+<$&,;)8+&#;$*&%;+&0KK;"%+&,;)%*$6&)%+"6&0E+$8&+<$&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%Ad&;8&
+<$&3;)+<&M0">$&+<$"8&8"9<+&+;&,;)%*$6I&.0+$&0KK;"%+Q$%+*&;E&,;)%*$6&06*;&Q$0%&+<0+&0++;8R
%$3*&;E+$%&Q$$+&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&;%63&Q;Q$%+*&/$E;8$&+<$&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%91&Q0O"%9&"+&>"8+)R
0663&"QK;**"/6$&+;&K8$K08$&0%&$EE$,+">$1&M$66R"%E;8Q$#&#$E$%*$&;8&+;&K8;>"#$&+<$&,;)8+&M"+<&
0&*)"+0/6$&06+$8%0+">$&+;&#$+$%+";%I&[<$%&0&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3&"*&%;+&K8$K08$#&+;&0#>;,0+$&
E;8&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&*$,)8$&#$+$%+";%1& ()#9$*&Q03&*"QK63&8$63&;%&+<$&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&;E&
;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)%$,01-(0%5,3,"5%01#%<-(01%&"%-;;-.0(",0<%0-%?#%1#&.'6%O1#%+&4[%-*%#**#4R
+">$&0#>;,0,3&0+&+<$&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9&,;%+8"/)+$*&+;&<"9<&80+$*&;E&#$+$%+";%&E;8&066&3;)+<IAC&

'%&0##"+";%&+;&+<$*$&9$%$806&K8;/6$Q*&+<0+&,0%&0EE$,+&0%3&3;)+<1&.247&3;)+<&Q03&%;+&8$R
,$">$&$EE$,+">$&0#>;,0,3&0+&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*&/$,0)*$&+<$"8&0++;8%$3*&#;&%;+&O%;M&M<0+&
W)$*+";%*&+;&0*O&+<$"8&,6"$%+*1&E0"6&+;&/)"6#&+<$&+8)*+&%$$#$#&+;&;/+0"%&8$6$>0%+&"%E;8Q0+";%1&
0%#&08$&%;+&E0Q"6"08&M"+<&#$+$%+";%&06+$8%0+">$*&+<0+&08$&0KK8;K8"0+$&E;8&.247&3;)+<IgB&'%&
0##"+";%1&Q0%3&0++;8%$3*&08$&%;+&0M08$&;E&+<$&<$"9<+$%$#&8"*O&;E&0/)*$&+<0+&Q0%3&.247&
3;)+<&E0,$&"%&#$+$%+";%&0%#&<;M&+;&K8$*$%+&+<"*&"%E;8Q0+";%&+;&+<$&,;)8+I&

Practice Tips for Defenders: Providing LGBT Youth with  
Zealous Advocacy at Initial Detention Hearings

At detention hearings, defense attorneys play a crucial role in representing their clients’ 
&'6$%$464:*G<$*7-//-=&'@*6&#4*3%$*)$4&@'$)*6-*@1&)$*366-%'$24*&'*#%-,&)&'@*A$3/-14*3),-(3(2*
at this critical stage of a delinquency case. In general:

C  Be familiar with risk-screening instruments and their potentially disparate impact on 
LGBT youth.
C  Keep informed of alternatives to detention for LGBT youth and present these alterna-

tives to the court at detention hearings. 
C  Stay abreast of current research on the harmful effects of detention for all youth, 

including LGBT youth.
C  Keep informed about the conditions in the facilities in your jurisdiction, particularly 

as to whether facilities have policies of nondiscrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, treat all youth fairly, and engage in practices that ensure the 
safety of all youth.
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When interviewing youth prior to detention hearings:

C  Remember you will not necessarily know that a youth is LGBT. Talk to youth without 
his or her parents present in a setting that provides the greatest amount of privacy 
#-44&8/$:*Q/$3%/2*$"#/3&'*3')*.3&'63&'*366-%'$2>(/&$'6*(-'+)$'6&3/&62:
C  Find out if your client is afraid for her or his safety if detained and why. 
C  If your client was detained after arrest, ask if he or she was harassed or mistreated 

while in detention and investigate the circumstances.
C  Ask about attendance and performance at school and obtain school records. If the 

youth is not attending school, ask why. 
C  Ask about the youth’s home life. If the youth does not get along with her or his family, 

ask why.
C  If your client tells you that he or she is LGBT, respond in a way that indicates that you 

will fully advocate for him or her. Ask your client who else knows his or her sexual 
orientation or gender identity and tell your client you will not reveal this information in 
court or elsewhere without his or her permission.
C  If your client is transgender, ask what name and pronoun the youth uses and if 

the youth requests, ask the judge to use the youth’s preferred name and pronoun. 
Discuss with the youth the advantages and disadvantages of wearing gender-non-
conforming clothing during court hearings or while in placement in order to assist the 
youth in making an informed decision. Ask the youth about any hormones or other 
transition-related medications he or she is currently taking and ensure the youth 
receives them if detained or in any other placement.
C  If the youth’s family is not accepting of her or his sexual orientation or gender identity 

and returning home is not an option, explore alternatives, such as at the home of a 
relative or mentor or other appropriate placement. Investigate possible options before 
the hearing. 
C  Inform the youth of his or her rights in detention and explain that he or she should 

contact you if he or she has problems.

During the hearing:

C  If you have your client’s consent, educate the judge, if appropriate, about the high risk 
of abuse for LGBT youth in detention facilities and explain that transgender youth are 
particularly vulnerable to abuse.
C  If your client does not want his or her parents or others to hear in court that he or she 

is LGBT but you think it is important for the judge to know, ask the judge to have a 
discussion in chambers. 
C  Challenge the application of the risk criteria used to make detention decisions if they 

have a disparate impact on LGBT youth.
C  Argue for the least restrictive placement possible.



125

The lack of disposition advocacy exposes LGBT youth to inappropriate  
and harmful programs and services. 
7<$&K)8K;*$&;E&#"*K;*"+";%&<$08"%9*&"*&+;&#$>$6;K&+<$&6$0*+&8$*+8",+">$&+8$0+Q$%+&0%#&8$<0R
/"6"+0+";%&K60%*&E;8&0#()#",0+$#&3;)+<&+<0+&Q$$+&+<$"8&$#),0+";%061&$Q;+";%061&0%#&K<3*"R
,06&%$$#*&0%#&K8;+$,+&+<$&,;QQ)%"+3Igc&7;&/$&$EE$,+">$1&#"*K;*"+";%&"%+$8>$%+";%*&Q)*+&/$&
#$>$6;KQ$%+0663& 0%#& ,)6+)80663& 0KK8;K8"0+$& 0%#& +0"6;8$#& +;& "%#">"#)06& 3;)+<`*& %$$#*IgA&
D"Q"608&+;&+<$"8&8$*K;%*"/"6"+"$*&0+&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*1&#$E$%#$8*&<0>$&0&#)+3&+;&0#>;,0+$&
E;8&+<$&Q;*+&0KK8;K8"0+$&#"*K;*"+";%*&,;%*"*+$%+&M"+<&+<$"8&,6"$%+*`&$5K8$**$#&"%+$8$*+*&0%#&
)%"W)$&%$$#*Igg&

Y%E;8+)%0+$631&Q0%3&3;)+<&#;&%;+&8$,$">$&$EE$,+">$&#"*K;*"+";%06&0#>;,0,3I&^E+$%&#$E$%*$&
0++;8%$3*&#;&%;+&<0>$&$%;)9<&+"Q$&+;&9$+&+;&O%;M&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&M$66&$%;)9<&+;&0**$**&+<$"8&
%$$#*&;8&6;,0+$&0KK8;K8"0+$&*$8>",$*&E;8&+<$QI&4$,0)*$&;E&<$0>3&,0*$6;0#*&0%#&0&60,O&;E&
8$*;)8,$*1&#$E$%#$8*&Q03&%;+&/$&0M08$&;E&%$M&*$8>",$*&0%#&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&"%,08,$80+";%&
"%&+<$"8&()8"*#",+";%&;8&<0>$&+"Q$&+;&K8$K08$&0#$W)0+$&#"*K;*"+";%06&K60%*&+;&K8$*$%+&+;&+<$&
,;)8+I&'%&0##"+";%1&#$E$%#$8*&Q03&60,O&0,,$**&+;&$5K$8+*&+;&,;%#),+&"%#$K$%#$%+&$>06)0R
+";%*&;E&+<$"8&,6"$%+*&+;&#$+$8Q"%$&+8$0+Q$%+&%$$#*&0%#&,<066$%9$&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&E;8&"%R
,08,$80+";%Igh&[<$%&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*&#;&%;+&K8;>"#$&()#9$*&M"+<&06+$8%0+">$&#"*K;*"+";%*1&
3;)+<&08$&"%&#0%9$8&;E&)%%$,$**083&"%,08,$80+";%&"%&E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&08$&%;+&*0E$1&#;&%;+&Q$$+&
+<$"8&%$$#*1&08$&<"9<63&8$*+8",+">$1&0%#&08$&E08&E8;Q&<;Q$IgU

'%&0##"+";%& +;& +<$*$&9$%R
$806& K8;/6$Q*1& .247&
3;)+<& Q03& %;+& 8$,$">$&
$EE$,+">$& 0#>;,0,3& 0+&
#"*K;*"+";%& <$08"%9*& /$R
,0)*$& +<$"8& 0++;8%$3*& #;&
%;+& O%;M& <;M& +;& ,;QR
Q)%",0+$&M"+<& +<$Q1& 08$&
)%,;QE;8+0/6$& 8$0,<"%9&
;)+& +;& 6;,06& .247& *$8R
>",$*1&;8&08$&%;+&0M08$&;E&
0%3&K8;980Q*&;8&*$8>",$*&
"%& +<$"8& ()8"*#",+";%& +<0+&
,0%& ,;QK$+$%+63& M;8O&
M"+<& .247& 3;)+<I& a;8&
E)8+<$8&#"*,)**";%&;E&60,O&
;E&*$8>",$*1&*$$&?<0K+$8&fI&
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Practice Tips for Defenders: Providing LGBT Youth with  
Zealous Advocacy at Disposition Hearings

Defense attorneys have an obligation to actively seek out and advocate for alternatives 
6-*&'(3%($%36&-'*6<36*8$46*4$%,$*6<$*4#$(&+(*'$$)4*3')*%$01$464*-7*$3(<*&')&,&)13/*(/&$'6?*
including LGBT youth. To meet this obligation, juvenile defenders should:

C  Be familiar with community-based programs and resources that provide competent 
and nondiscriminatory services to LGBT youth. 
C  Develop relationships with their LGBT clients built on trust and mutual respect.
C  Explain all possible disposition options to their LGBT clients after adjudication and 

solicit input from the youth about the services with which the youth feels most com-
fortable. 
C  Request additional evaluations or expert witnesses if necessary to prepare for the 

disposition hearing.

During disposition hearings, defenders should:

C  Inform the court of their clients’ individual needs and expressed interests regarding 
treatment and placement alternatives.
C  Zealously advocate against any placements that are not sensitive to LGBT youth or 

cannot keep LGBT youth safe. 
C  Present expert testimony and reports to challenge any recommendations for incarcer-

ation or other harmful treatment services that are not consistent with professionally 
accepted medical and mental health practices for LGBT youth. 
C  Recommend services and placements outside of the jurisdiction if there are no 

appropriate services available locally and if consistent with their client’s expressed 
interests.  

The lack of post-disposition representation in many jurisdictions leaves LGBT 
youth vulnerable to institutional harassment and abuse.
G)8"%9& +<$&K;*+R#"*K;*"+";%06& *+09$1& 0,,$**& +;& ,;)%*$6& "*& ,8"+",06& E;8& $%*)8"%9& +<$& *+0+$`*&
,;QK6"0%,$&M"+<&;8#$8*&+;&K8;>"#$&*$8>",$*1&0#>;,0+"%9&E;8&0##"+";%06&0%#&Q;8$&0KK8;K8"R
&0#%)#.3,4#)B%&"'%&''.#)),"5%(")&*#%4-"',0,-")%-*%4-"2"#/#"06%7&0,-"&+%)0&"'&.')%4-"2./%
+<0+&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&8$K8$*$%+$#&0+&+<"*&,8"+",06&*+09$&;E&0&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9Igf&a;8&
.247& 3;)+<&M<;& 08$& "%& ;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*1& 0,,$**& +;& ,;)%*$6& 0E+$8& #"*K;*"+";%& "*&
;&.0,4(+&.+<%,/;-.0&"0%5,3#"%01#%),5",24&"0%.,)[%-*%&?()#%&"'%1&.&))/#"0%01#)#%<-(01%*&4#%
S*$$&?<0K+$8&dTI&
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Case Study: Effective Post-disposition Representation 

Antoine was 17-years-old when he was adjudicated for second-degree robbery and commit-
ted to the California Youth Authority (CYA). Even though he was never accused of or charged 
with a sex offense, CYA automatically placed him in a sex offender unit solely because he 
=34*8&4$"13/:*a1%&'@*<&4*(-'+'$.$'6?*6<$*46377*3')*-6<$%*2-16<*418D$(6$)*<&.*6-*#<24&(3/?*
sexual, and mental abuse, threats, and verbal harassment because of his sexual orienta-
tion. He was forced to perform oral sex on another resident. Whenever Antoine refused 
to comply with sexual demands made by other residents, the other residents physically 
attacked him. On one occasion when Antoine defended himself, facility staff responded by 
#/3(&'@*<&.*&'*4-/&63%2*(-'+'$.$'6:*P'*3*#3%6&(1/3%/2*4$,$%$*34431/6?*3'-6<$%*2-16<*4/34<$)*
F'6-&'$*&'*6<$*73($*=&6<*3*%3A-%*8/3)$?*(%$36&'@*3*=-1')*6<36*%$01&%$)*<1')%$)4*-7*46&6(<$4*
to close and will leave him permanently scarred. After this attack, staff placed Antoine in 
4-/&63%2*(-'+'$.$'6*=<&/$*<$*%$(-,$%$)*3')*6<$'*#%-<&8&6$)*<&.*7%-.*/$3,&'@*<&4*1'&6*7-%*
6<$*%$.3&'&'@*4&"*.-'6<4*-7*<&4*(-'+'$.$'6:*

F'6-&'$J4*366-%'$2*+/$)*3*.-6&-'*=&6<*6<$*D1,$'&/$*(-1%6?*4$$H&'@*6-*,3(36$*6<&4*#/3($.$'6*
because CYA had failed to provide Antoine with the treatment the court had ordered, and 
6<$* 73(&/&62* 73&/$)* 6-*#%-6$(6*<&.:*N$(314$*F'6-&'$*<3)*8$$'*(-'+'$)* 6-*<&4*($//*3')*$"-
cluded from education and other activities for up to 23 hours a day for several months, 
he had not received an adequate education. When the motion was denied because of 
jurisdictional issues, his attorney appealed, ultimately securing Antoine’s placement at a 
transitional living facility designed to meet the needs of homeless LGBT youth.37

Case Study: Systemic Impact of Post-disposition Defence Advocacy

The history of the federal lawsuit R.G. v. Koller, discussed in Chapters 5 and 8, illustrates 
the powerful impact that one defense attorney can have on an entire system. In 2005, a 
youth who was perceived to be gay told his defender that he was experiencing constant 
verbal, physical, and sexual abuse in the Hawai‘i Youth Correctional Facility (HYCF). The 
2-16<*+/$)*3*@%&$,3'($*38-16*6<$*3814$?*816*6<$*73(&/&62*)&)*'-6<&'@*6-*#%-6$(6*<&.*$"($#6*
#/3($*<&.*&'*&4-/36&-':*F76$%*<&4*4$(-')*@%&$,3'($*=$'6*1'3))%$44$)?*<&4*)$7$')$%*+/$)*3*
writ of habeas corpus seeking his removal from the facility. She argued that the facility was 
violating his constitutional right to safety because other residents were regularly exposing 
themselves to him, pressuring him for sex, and physically abusing him. Although the judge 
ultimately dismissed the petition without prejudice for procedural reasons, she expressed 
particular concern about HYCF’s failure to protect the youth and warned the facility that if 
the allegations in the petition were true, the facility was violating the youth’s rights. Noting 
the apparent systemic nature of the problem, the judge advised the facility to adopt policies 
and procedures to ensure the fair and appropriate treatment of LGBT youth in its care.38 
The defender’s advocacy in this delinquency case laid the ground work for the ground-
breaking civil rights case, and her client became one of the plaintiffs in R.G. v. Koller. 
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[<"6$& +<$*$& ,0*$& *+)#"$*&<"9<6"9<+& $50QK6$*& ;E& $EE$,+">$&K80,+",$& "%&Q0%3& ()8"*#",+";%*1&
3;)+<& 8$,$">$& %;& K;*+R#"*K;*"+";%& 8$K8$*$%+0+";%& 0+& 066]$"+<$8& /$,0)*$& +<$& 0++;8%$3`*&
0KK;"%+Q$%+&$%#*&0+&#"*K;*"+";%&;8&/$,0)*$&+<$&0++;8%$3&#;$*&%;+&<0>$&+<$&+"Q$&0%#&8$R
*;)8,$*&+;&8$K8$*$%+&3;)+<&$EE$,+">$63&0+&+<0+&*+09$IgC%]-/#%-*24#)%#3#"%1&3#%&%)0&0#'%;-+R
",3&+<0+&#$E$%#$8*&,0%%;+&l8$R;K$%m&0&,0*$&0E+$8&0#()#",0+";%1&06+<;)9<&Q0%3&*+0+$&60M*&
08$&,6$08&+<0+&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&8$K8$*$%+$#&+<8;)9<;)+&+<$&,;)8*$&;E&+<$"8&#"*K;*"+";%I&J*&
3;)+<&0#>;,0+$&0%#&VW)"+3&N8;($,+&J#>"*;83&?;QQ"++$$&Q$Q/$8&[$*6$3&[08$&$5K60"%$#1&&
loNp;*+R#"*K;*"+";%&"*&0&,8"+",06&*+09$&#)8"%9&M<",<&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&8$K8$*$%+$#1&/)+&+<$&
*+0+$&*+"66&#;$*&%;+&K8;>"#$&+<$&8$*;)8,$*&+;&Q0O$&+<"*&0&8$06"+3I&'E&3;)+<&,066&+<$"8&K)/6",&
#$E$%#$8*&M<$%&+<$3&<0>$&K8;/6$Q*&M"+<"%&+<$&E0,"6"+"$*1&+<$3&08$&;E+$%&+;6#&+<0+&+<$"8&,0*$*&
08$&,6;*$#&;8&+<0+&+<$3&*<;)6#&*)$&+<$&E0,"6"+"$*&;%&+<$"8&;M%ImhB&

Case Study: The Harms of Ineffective Post-disposition  
Representation

The case of Destiny, a 16-year-old African-American transgender girl, demonstrates the 
grave consequences of inadequate post-disposition representation. Destiny’s involvement 
with the juvenile court system began at age 12 and over the course of the next four years, 
she repeatedly re-entered the system for shoplifting women’s clothing and jewelry and 
+@<6&'@*83(H*3@3&'46*3814$*36*4(<--/:*!,$'*6<-1@<*a$46&'2*<3)*'-6*(-..&66$)*3'2*,&-/$'6*
or sexual offenses, the court ordered that she be housed in the state’s highest-security 
juvenile facility for boys because no other placement would accept a transgender girl. Dur-
ing the year she was incarcerated, Destiny was regularly sexually assaulted and physically 
threatened by other youth, harassed by staff, and punished for her gender expression. 
Destiny’s court-appointed attorney never advocated for programs to meet her needs, never 
,&4&6$)*<$%*&'*6<$*73(&/&62?*3')*'$,$%*(<3//$'@$)*6<$*3814&,$*(-')&6&-'4*-7*<$%*(-'+'$.$'6:*
Despite his refusal to advocate on her behalf, the court denied Destiny’s requests for a 
new attorney.

The National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) subsequently agreed to represent Destiny. 
When NCLR submitted a report with local co-counsel about the sexual assaults perpetrated 
against Destiny, her court-appointed attorney remarkably suggested to the judge that Des-
tiny was exaggerating. He told the judge, “I think this young man has a lot of things—and 
I use the word man—to think about so I would just ask the court to be cautious in any 
decision that it makes.”41 Not only had the court-appointed attorney demonstrated a com-
plete disrespect for Destiny’s gender identity and failed to act when he became aware of 
Destiny’s abuse, he argued in favor of continued commitment in the facility where she was 
clearly unsafe. As a result, the court continued Destiny’s commitment at the facility until 
she completed the program. 
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Spotlight on Reform: Protecting the Rights of LGBT Youth  
After Disposition

G<$* b1,$'&/$* b146&($* K%-D$(6* -7* L-1&4&3'3* RbbKLY?* 3* D1,$'&/$* D146&($* %$7-%.* -%@3'&A36&-'?*
launched in 2006 the LGBTQ and HIV/AIDS Project focused on protecting the rights of 
incarcerated LGBTQ youth and youth living with HIV/AIDS in secure care facilities in Loui-
siana. The objectives of the project are to ensure that LGBTQ youth in the juvenile justice 
system receive quality representation in delinquency proceedings, reform the secure care 
73(&/&6&$4*6-*#%-,&)$*013/&62*4$%,&($4*3))%$44&'@*6<$*4#$(&+(*'$$)4*-7*LMNGZ*2-16<*-%*2-16<*
/&,&'@*=&6<*cPdeFPaT*7%-.*$'6%2*6-*#-46>%$/$34$?*3')*4&@'&+(3'6/2*%$)1($*6<$*'1.8$%*-7*&'-
(&)$'64*-7*,&-/$'($*3')*<3%344.$'6*$"#$%&$'($)*82*6<&4*#-#1/36&-'*&'*4$(1%$*(-'+'$.$'6:*
To these ends, the project has provided individual legal advocacy; training and education 
7-%*#18/&(*)$7$')$%4?*#-/&($*-7+($%4?*)%1@*3')*73.&/2*(-1%6*46377?*)$6$'6&-'*($'6$%*46377?*#%--
836&-'*-7+($%4?*3')*)&46%&(6*366-%'$24E*3')*&4*=%&6&'@*3*%$#-%6*38-16*LMNGZ*2-16<*&'*4$(1%$*
(-'+'$.$'6*&'*L-1&4&3'3:42

Lack of understanding about LGBT issues and lack of resources can  
undermine a defender’s ability to build effective attorney-client relationships.

lcG&2++.0%$G&#"#%`+&Y%.I&+E2+&'&#"#%`+&3$+&2?.%3&I"+E&BG&B.BH&2%#&E$0&B"*+2Y$&I2*&*E$&
+0"$#&+.&J)+&B$&C2,Y&2+&E.B$H&2%#&'&0$D)*$#K&'&+E.)3E+&*E$&I.)?#%`+&)%#$0*+2%#&IEG

&'&I2*&E2/"%3&2&J0.C?$B&I"+E&BG&B.+E$0H&*.&'&#"#%`+&+$??&E$0Im&hg&&
–Janelle, a 17-year-old Latina-white, male-to-female transgender youth

J&Q$0%"%9E)6&+8)*+"%9&0++;8%$3R,6"$%+&8$60+";%*<"K&"*&+<$&E)%#0Q$%+06&)%#$8K"%%"%9&;E&$ER
E$,+">$&0#>;,0,3I&[<$%&#$E$%#$8*&08$&)%K8$K08$#&+;&M;8O&M"+<&.247&3;)+<1& +<$&0++;8R
%$3R,6"$%+&8$60+";%*<"K&*)EE$8*I&J*&+<$&K8;($,+`*&E;,)*&98;)K*&8$>$06$#1&3;)+<&;E+$%&*$%*$&
+<$&#"*,;QE;8+&+<0+&+<$"8&#$E$%#$8*&E$$6&"%&#$06"%9&M"+<&.247&"**)$*I&^%$&6$*/"0%&3;)+<1&
D<0>;%%$1&$5K60"%$#1&lV>$%&Q3&o#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3p&M;)6#&6;;O&0+&Q$&E)%%3I&!$&M;)6#%`+&
*03&0%3+<"%9&/)+&<$`#&6;;O&0+&Q$&6"O$1&_7<0+`*&0&9"86u`&!$&K8;/0/63&+<;)9<+&'&#"#%`+&%;+",$&
/)+&'&#"#Imhh&^+<$8&3;)+<&06*;&E$6+&+<0+&+<$"8&#$E$%#$8*&#"#&%;+&)%#$8*+0%#&+<$Q&;8&M$8$&
0K0+<$+",&+;&+<$"8&,;%,$8%*I&J*&\36$&$5K60"%$#1&lG$E$%#$8*&08$&"9%;80%+I&4$,0)*$&3;)&08$&
.2471& +<$3&#;%`+&M;8O&0*&<08#&/$,0)*$& +<$3&#;%`+&O%;M&M<0+& +;&#;I&7<$3&#;%`+& +83& +;&
#$E$%#&3;)&0*&Q),<ImhU&

]-/#%-*%01#%',*24(+0<%01&0%G(3#",+#%'#*#"'#.)%1&3#%,"%$-.[,"5%$,01%LJNO%<-(01%)0#/)%
E8;Q&0&60,O&;E&+80"%"%9I&J*&;%$&#$E$%#$8&8$Q08O$#1&l[$&<0>$&+80"%"%9&;%&+06O"%9&M"+<&
-(.%4+,#"0)B%?(0%01#.#A)%"-01,"5%);#4,24%0-%0.<,"5%0-%'#3#+-;%.#+&0,-")1,;)%$,01%lLJNOm%
,6"$%+*I&o=p)*+&<0>"%9&0&6"++6$&W)$*+";%&6"*+&+<0+&M;)6#&<0>$&*;Q$&O"%#&;E&0KK8;K8"0+$&W)$*R
+";%*&+;&/8"%9&)K&oM;)6#&<$6Kp&/$,0)*$&'&#;%`+&8$0663&O%;M&M<$8$&+;&/$9"%Imhf&7<$8$&<0*&
/$$%&*;Q$&K8;98$**& +;M08#&8$,;9%"X"%9&+<$& "QK;8+0%,$&;E& +80"%"%9&;%&+<$*$& "**)$*I& '%&
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K08+",)6081&+<$&l7$%&?;8$&N8"%,"K6$*&E;8&N8;>"#"%9&t)06"+3&G$6"%W)$%,3&H$K8$*$%+0+";%&
+<8;)9<&N)/6",&G$E$%*$&G$6">$83& D3*+$Q*1m&#$>$6;K$#& /3&JQ$8",0%&?;)%,"6& ;E&?<"$E&
G$E$%#$8*&0%#&F0+";%06&=)>$%"6$&G$E$%#$8&?$%+$81&8$,;9%"X$*&+<0+&+<$&*K$,"06&"**)$*&K8$R
*$%+$#&/3&6$*/"0%1&9031&/"*$5)061&0%#&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&8$W)"8$&"%,8$0*$#&0M08$%$**&0%#&
+80"%"%9& +;& $%*)8$& +<0+& 0#>;,0,3& ;%& +<$"8& /$<06E& 0##8$**$*& +<$"8& %$$#*I&J%#& +<$& *+0+$&

;E&b"89"%"0& "%& ABBj& 0#;K+$#&lD+0%R
#08#*& E;8& =)>$%"6$& G$E$%*$& ?;)%R
*$61m& M<",<& 8$W)"8$& +<0+& ,;)%*$6&
l/$&O%;M6$#9$0/6$&0/;)+&0%#&*$$O&
;%9;"%9& +80"%"%9& "%& I& I& I& +<$& "**)$*&
;E&6$*/"0%1&9031&/"*$5)061&0%#&+80%*R
9$%#$8&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&
*3*+$QImhj&!;M$>$81&0&9$%$806&60,O&
;E& #$E$%#$8& +80"%"%91& 0*& M$66& 0*& 0&
60,O& ;E& +80"%"%9& ;%& 8$K8$*$%+"%9&
.247&3;)+<& "%&K08+",)6081& 8$Q0"%*&
&%),5",24&"0%;.-?+#/6%

^+<$8& "QK$#"Q$%+*& +;& /)"6#"%9&
+8)*+"%9&8$60+";%*<"K*&E;8&$>$%&M$66R
Q$0%"%9&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*&8$60+$&+;&
+<$&9$%$806&60,O&;E&+"Q$&0%#&8$*;)8,R
$*&+;&#$>;+$&+;&$0,<&"%#">"#)06&,0*$I&
D"%,$&0++;8%$3*&08$&;E+$%&0KK;"%+$#&
60+$& "%& +<$& K8;,$**1& +<$3& 8$9)60863&
Q)*+&,;%#),+&"%"+"06&,6"$%+&Q$$+"%9*&
0+&+<$&,;)8+<;)*$&;%63&Q"%)+$*&/$R
E;8$& +<$& #$+$%+";%& <$08"%9& 0%#& ;ER
+$%&"%&+<$&<066M03&M"+<&%;&K8">0,3I&
G$E$%#$8& \"Q& a;8+$& 60Q$%+$#& +<$&
60,O& ;E& K8">0+$& "%+$8>"$M& *K0,$& E;8&
#$E$%#$8*& 0+& +<$& ,;)8+<;)*$& "%&<$8&
()8"*#",+";%1&$5K60"%"%9&+<0+1&l.247&
3;)+<& Q03& %;+& E$$6& ,;QE;8+0/6$&
+06O"%9& M"+<& +<$"8& 0++;8%$3*& 0/;)+&
+<$"8& $5K$8"$%,$*& ;E& #"*,8"Q"%0R
+";%&0%#&0/;)+&+<$"8&"#$%+"+3&"%&+<"*&
*K0,$1& *;& +<$&#$E$%*$& 0++;8%$3&M"66&
%;+& <0>$& 066& ;E& +<$& E0,+*& +<0+& <$& ;8&
*<$&Q"9<+&%$$#Imhd&
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Practice Tips for Defenders: Talking with Youth about 
Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity49

While many young people are openly LGBT in some areas of their lives, it is not likely that 
LGBT youth involved in the juvenile court will immediately offer this information to every-
one. Although defenders may think that a youth is LGBT, they should not make assumptions 
based on how a youth looks or acts. Rather, defenders should take the following steps to 
ensure sensitive advocacy:

C**P'7-%.*2-16<*-7*6<$*366-%'$2>(/&$'6*#%&,&/$@$*3')*(-'+)$'6&3/&62*3')*.3&'63&'*(/&$'6*
(-'+)$'6&3/&62:
C  Explain to the youth in language that she or he can understand the attorney’s duties 

of loyalty and communication, including the responsibility to consult with clients 
regarding their legal options. 
C  Spend enough time with clients to develop a trusting relationship. Follow through on 

commitments to them.
C  Explain that defenders need to know as much as possible about them to be able to 

advocate for their interests and convey a nonjudgmental attitude. Ask open-ended 
questions.
C  Do not make assumptions about a youth’s sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Avoid language that assumes anything about a youth’s sexual orientation or gen-
der identity. For example, rather than asking a youth “Do you have a boyfriend?” 
ask “Do you have a boyfriend or girlfriend?” or “Are you dating or in a relationship 
with anyone?” 
C**T&@'3/*37+%.36&-'*-7*3//*4$"13/*-%&$'636&-'4*-%*@$')$%*&)$'6&6&$4*6<%-1@<*#-46$%4?*46&(H-
$%4?*-%*-6<$%*-7+($*)&4#/324*6<36*&'(/1)$*LMNG*2-16<:
C  If a youth raises issues related to sexual orientation or gender identity, remain open 

and supportive. 
C  Ask youth what name they would like to be called and what pronoun they prefer.
C  Remember that the youth is the gatekeeper of this information. Always ask her or his 

permission before revealing this information to others.50
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Practice Tips for Defenders:  
Responding to LGBT Bias in the Courtroom51

All juvenile justice professionals have a role to play in ensuring that LGBT youth do not face 
)&4(%&.&'36&-'*&'*6<$*D146&($*4246$.:*a$7$'4$*366-%'$24*&'*#3%6&(1/3%*<3,$*4#$(&+(*/$@3/*3')*
$6<&(3/* %$4#-'4&8&/&6&$4* 6-* 6<$&%* (/&$'64:* G-* 71/+//* 6<$4$* %$4#-'4&8&/&6&$4?* )$7$')$%4* 4<-1/)*
take the following steps when advocating for their LGBT clients: 

C  Immediately respond to jokes or other disrespectful comments about your client’s 
actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. Note your objection for the 
record.
C  Challenge disproportionate and punitive juvenile court responses to consensual 

sexual conduct, particularly when based on gender, sexual orientation, and race.
C  Advocate for youths’ right to express their sexual orientation and gender identity in 

court, including requesting that court professionals address clients with their pre-
ferred names and pronouns, if so directed by client.
C  Oppose assumptions made about the sexual activity of clients based on gender, 

sexual orientation, or race.
C  Oppose introduction of evidence of sexual orientation or sexual conduct when not 

relevant or when used to punish or embarrass youth.
C  Challenge assumptions that youth should be placed in secure facilities “for their 

protection.”
C  Cite research, expert testimony, and accepted professional standards that support 

fair treatment of LGBT youth.
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Endnotes
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10

Recommendations for Guaranteeing Due Process and 
Improving Outcomes for Court-Involved Youth
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M"+<&E0"8%$**1&#"9%"+31&0%#&8$*K$,+1&"%,6)#"%9&K8;<"/"+"%9&0%3&0++$QK+*&+;&8"#",)6$&;8&
,<0%9$&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&

AI& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&K8;Q;+$& +<$&M$66R/$"%9&;E& +80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&/3&
066;M"%9&+<$Q&+;&$5K8$**&+<$"8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+<8;)9<&,<;",$&;E&,6;+<"%91&%0Q$1&<0"8R
*+36$1&0%#&;+<$8&Q$0%*&;E&$5K8$**";%&0%#&/3&$%*)8"%9&+<0+&+<$3&<0>$&0,,$**&+;&0KK8;R
K8"0+$&Q$#",06&,08$&"E&%$,$**083I

gI& =)>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&8$,$">$&+80"%"%9&0%#&8$*;)8,$*&8$908#"%9&+<$&)%"W)$&
*;,"$+061&E0Q"6"061&0%#&#$>$6;KQ$%+06&,<066$%9$*&,;%E8;%+"%9&.247&3;)+<&0%#&+<$&8$6R
$>0%,$&;E&+<$*$&"**)$*&+;&,;)8+&K8;,$$#"%9*I&780"%"%9*&Q)*+&/$&#$*"9%$#&+;&0##8$**&+<$&
);#4,24%;.-*#)),-"&+% .#);-"),?,+,0,#)%-*% 01#% &(',#"4#% H,6#6B% G('5#)B%'#*#")#%&00-."#<)B%
;.-)#4(0-.)B%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#.)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%)0&**^6

hI& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+&#$>$6;K& "%#">"#)06"X$#1&#$>$6;KQ$%+0663&0KK8;R
;.,&0#%.#);-")#)%0-%01#%?#1&3,-.%-*%#&41%LJNO%<-(01B%0&,+-.#'%0-%&''.#))%01#%);#4,24%
,"8,)Q*+0%,$*&;E&<"*&;8&<$8&6"E$I&

U6% E++%&5#"4,#)%&"'%-*24#)%,"3-+3#'%,"%01#%G(3#",+#% G()0,4#%)<)0#/%H,"4+(',"5%4-(.0)B%&)%
$#++%&)%;.-)#4(0-.B%'#*#"'#.B%&"'%;.-?&0,-"%-*24#)B%&"'%'#0#"0,-"%*&4,+,0,#)^%/()0%'#R
>$6;K1&0#;K+1&0%#&$%E;8,$&K;6","$*&+<0+&$5K6","+63&K8;<"/"+&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&0%#&Q"*+8$0+R
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Q$%+&;E&3;)+<&;%&+<$&/0*"*&;E&0,+)06&;8&K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%R
+"+3&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;,$**1&E8;Q&"%"+"06&088$*+&+<8;)9<&,0*$&,6;*)8$I

fI& =)>$%"6$&,;)8+*&Q)*+&,;QQ"+&+;&)*"%9&+<$&6$0*+&8$*+8",+">$&06+$8%0+">$&%$,$**083&M<$%&
"%+$8>$%"%9&"%&+<$&6">$*&;E&3;)+<&0%#&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*&0%#&0>;"#&)%%$,$**083&#$+$%+";%&
0%#&"%,08,$80+";%I&

jI& =)>$%"6$&,;)8+*&Q)*+&,;660/;80+$&M"+<&;+<$8&*3*+$Q&K08+%$8*&0%#&#$,"*";%&Q0O$8*&+;&
#$>$6;K&0%#&Q0"%+0"%&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&K8;980Q*1&*$8>",$*1&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&,;QK$+$%+&
+;&*$8>$&.247&3;)+<1&80%9"%9&E8;Q&K8$>$%+";%&K8;980Q*&+;&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%&
+;&%;%*$,)8$&0%#&*$,)8$&;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*&0%#&E0,"6"+"$*I&N8;980Q*&*<;)6#&/$&
&3&,+&?+#%0-%&''.#))%01#%4-"V,40%01&0%)-/#%*&/,+,#)%*&4#%-3#.%01#%)#S(&+%-.,#"0&0,-"%&"'%
9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;E&+<$"8&.247&,<"6#I

dI& =)>$%"6$&()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&0%#&8$60+$#&*+0O$<;6#$8*&Q)*+&$%*)8$&0#$W)0+$&#$>$6;KR
Q$%+1&;>$8*"9<+&0%#&Q;%"+;8"%9&;E&K8;980Q*1&*$8>",$*1&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&,;QK$+$%+&+;&
*$8>$&.247&3;)+<I

X6% I(3#",+#%4-(.0)%/()0%#")(.#%01#%0,/#+<%&;;-,"0/#"0%-*%P(&+,2#'%&"'%$#++R.#)-(.4#'%
,;)%*$6&+;&K8;>"#$&X$06;)*&#$E$%*$&0#>;,0,3&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;,$$#"%9*I

cBI& =)>$%"6$& ()*+",$&K8;E$**";%06*&Q)*+& +0O$&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3& E;8&K8;+$,+"%9&+<$&,">"6& 8"9<+*1&
0%#&$%*)8"%9&+<$&K<3*",06&0%#&$Q;+";%06&M$66R/$"%9&0%#&*0E$+31&;E&.247&3;)+<&K60,$#&
"%&;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*I

__6% I(3#",+#% G()0,4#%;.-*#)),-"&+)%/()0% &'1#.#% 0-%&++% 4-"2'#"0,&+,0<%&"'%;.,3&4<%;.-0#4R
+";%*&0EE;8#$#&.247&3;)+<I&7<$*$&K8;+$,+";%*&Q)*+&K8;<"/"+&#"*,6;*)8$&;E&"%E;8Q0+";%&
0/;)+&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+;&+<"8#&K08+"$*1&"%,6)#"%9&+<$&
<-(01A)%;&.#"0%-.%5(&.',&"B%$,01-(0%2.)0%-?0&,","5%01#%<-(01A)%4-")#"06%

Strategies for Reform 

V0,<&*+0O$<;6#$8&M"+<"%&+<$& ()>$%"6$& ()*+",$&*3*+$Q&<0*&8$*K;%*"/"6"+3&E;8& "QK6$Q$%+"%9&
K80,+",$&0%#&K;6",3&8$E;8Q*&+;&$%*)8$& +<0+&066&3;)+<1& "%,6)#"%9&.247&3;)+<1&08$& +8$0+$#&
M"+<&#"9%"+31&E0"8%$**1&0%#&8$*K$,+I&G$K$%#"%9&;%&+<$&K08+",)608&8;6$&;E&+<$&K8;E$**";%06*&
$,01,"%01#%)<)0#/B%1-$#3#.B%01#%);#4,24%)0.&0#5,#)%*-.%.#*-./%$,++%3&.<6%O1#%)0.&0#5,#)%?#R
6;M&08$&#"8$,+$#&+;M08#&K08+",)608&,0+$9;8"$*&;E&K8;E$**";%06*&M"+<"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&
)<)0#/B%?&)#'%-"%01#,.%);#4,24%'(0,#)6

Juvenile Courts, Judges and Bench Officers

Support the creation of a continuum of community-based, 
LGBT-competent resources

  V%*)8$&+<0+&066&,;)8+R/0*$#&*$8>",$*&*),<&0*&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;980Q*1&#8)9&;8&06,;<;6&
0/)*$&*$8>",$*1&0%#&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8&K8;980Q*1&K8;>"#$&$EE$,+">$&0%#&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0R
+;83&*$8>",$*&+;&.247&3;)+<I
  \$$K&"%E;8Q$#&;E&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#&K8;980Q*&0%#&8$*;)8,$*&S"%,6)#"%9&#">$8*";%&
K8;980Q*1&;)+R;ER<;Q$&K60,$Q$%+*1&0%#&0E+$8,08$&*$8>",$*T&+<0+&08$&$W)"KK$#&+;&
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M;8O&M"+<&.247&3;)+<&0%#&K8;>"#$&$EE$,+">$&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+;83&*$8>",$*I&V%*)8$&
+<0+&#$E$%*$&0++;8%$3*1&K8;*$,)+;8*1&0%#&K8;/0+";%&;EE",$8*&08$&E0Q"6"08&M"+<&+<$*$&
8$*;)8,$*&0*&M$66I&
  H$W)"8$&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%06*&M"+<&M<;Q&+<$&,;)8+&,;%+80,+*&+;&;/+0"%&+80"%R
"%9&"%&,;QK$+$%+63&K8;>"#"%9&*$8>",$*&+;&.247&3;)+<I&

Insist on decorum and respect in the courtroom
  V%*)8$&+<0+&066&K8;E$**";%06*1&8$908#6$**&;E&+<$"8&K$8*;%06&>"$M*1&+8$0+&.247&3;)+<&
M"+<&#"9%"+3&0%#&8$*K$,+&"%&,;)8+I&'QQ$#"0+$63&8$*K;%#&+;&"%*+0%,$*&;E&#"*,8"Q"%0R
+";%1&"%,6)#"%9&,;QQ$%+*&Q0#$&"%&,;)8+&+<0+&/$6"++6$1&8"#",)6$1&;8&;+<$8M"*$&#$Q;%R
*+80+$&/"0*&+;M08#*&.247&3;)+<I
  [<$8$&0KK6",0/6$1&"%#",0+$&;%&,;)8+&#;,)Q$%+*&0&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<`*&K8$E$88$#&
%0Q$&06;%9&M"+<&+<$&6$906&%0Q$I&

Adhere to constitutional and statutory due process provisions
  V%*)8$&+<$&+"Q$63&0KK;"%+Q$%+&;E&M$66R8$*;)8,$#1&W)06"E"$#&,;)%*$6&+;&8$K8$*$%+&
.247&3;)+<&0+&066&*+09$*&;E&#$6"%W)$%,3&,0*$*I&
  ?;%#),+&066&()#","06&,;66;W)"$*&)*"%9&#$>$6;KQ$%+0663&0KK8;K8"0+$&60%9)09$&0%#&"%R
*"*+&+<0+&0%3&M0">$8*&;E&8"9<+*&/3&3;)+<&Q$$+&+<$&O%;M"%91&>;6)%+0831&0%#&"%+$66"9$%+&
*+0%#08#I

Reduce the over-reliance on detention and incarceration
  L0O$&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%*&/0*$#&;%&0KK8;K8"0+$&6$906&*+0%#08#*&S"I$I1&8"*O&;E&#0%9$8R
;)*%$**&;8&E6"9<+TI&'%&,0*$*&"%&M<",<&+<$*$&*+0%#08#*&08$&%;+&Q$+&/)+&8$+)8%"%9&<;Q$&
"*&%;+&0%&;K+";%1&$5K6;8$&>"0/6$&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%I
  D)KK;8+&+<$&,8$0+";%&;E&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%&+<0+&M"66&O$$K&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$"8&
,;QQ)%"+"$*&M"+<&+<$&6;M$*+&6$>$6&;E&*)K$8>"*";%&%$,$**0831&*),<&0*&"%E;8Q06&#0"63&
8$K;8+"%9&,$%+$8*1&,)8E$M*1&K60,$Q$%+&"%&E;*+$8&<;Q$*1&;8&,;)%*$6"%9I
  [<$8$&0KK6",0/6$1&K08+","K0+$&M"+<&;+<$8&*+0O$<;6#$8*&;%&,;QQ"++$$*&+<0+&#$>$6;K&
;8&0#;K+&*,8$$%"%9&+;;6*&)*$#&+;&Q0O$&#$+$%+";%&#$,"*";%*I&J%3&*),<&+;;6*&Q)*+&/$&
/0*$#&;%&;/($,+">$1&$>"#$%,$R/0*$#&E0,+;8*&0%#&*<;)6#&%;+&<0>$&0&#"*K080+$&"QK0,+&
;%&.247&3;)+<I&

Juvenile Defense Attorneys

Provide client-centered defense advocacy throughout the duration of each case
  i$06;)*63&8$K8$*$%+&+<$&,<"6#`*&$5K8$**$#&6$906&"%+$8$*+*1&0E+$8&,;)%*$6"%9&+<$&,6"$%+&+;&
)%#$8*+0%#&+<$&/$%$E"+*&0%#&#80M/0,O*&+<0+&,;)6#&0,,;QK0%3&0%3&K08+",)608&,;)8*$&
;E&0,+";%I&7<"*&"%,6)#$*&8$*K$,+"%9&+<$&,6"$%+*`&#$,"*";%*&0/;)+&M<$+<$81&<;M1&0%#&+;&
M<;Q&+<$3&,<;;*$&+;&#"*,6;*$&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&
  N8;>"#$&,;QK8$<$%*">$&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&+<8;)9<;)+&+<$&#)80+";%&;E&+<$&,0*$1&"%,6)#R
"%9&/)+&%;+&6"Q"+$#&+;&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&0+&+<$&"%"+"06&0%#&#$+$%+";%&<$08"%9*1&K8$R0#()#"R
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,0+;83&Q;+";%*&<$08"%9*1&0#()#",0+";%1&#"*K;*"+";%1&0%#&K;*+R#"*K;*"+";%I&7;&K8;>"#$&
$EE$,+">$&8$K8$*$%+0+";%1&#$E$%#$8*&Q)*+&,0883&8$0*;%0/6$&,0*$6;0#*1&0%#&<0>$&0,,$**&
+;&*)KK;8+&*+0EE1&"%>$*+"90+;8*1&$5K$8+*1&0%#&*;,"06&M;8O$8*&+;&0**"*+&M"+<&,0*$&"%>$*R
+"90+";%&0%#&K8$K080+";%I&L;8$;>$81&+<$&,;)8+&Q)*+&0KK;"%+&,;)%*$6&0+&+<$&$086"$*+&
*+09$&;E&,0*$*1&0%#&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&Q)*+&,;%+"%)$&+<8;)9<&+<$&K;*+R#"*K;*"+";%&K<0*$I&
  L0"%+0"%&)KR+;R#0+$&6"*+*&;E&.247R,;QK$+$%+&*$8>",$*&"%&+<$&()8"*#",+";%1&0*&M$66&0*&
K8;980Q*&;8&K60,$Q$%+*&+<0+&<0>$&/$$%&)%*)KK;8+">$&;E&.247&3;)+<I&D<08$&+<"*&
"%E;8Q0+";%&M"+<&,;)8+*1&K8;/0+";%&;EE",$8*1&0%#&K8;*$,)+;8*I&J#>;,0+$&E;8&+<;*$&
*$8>",$*&0%#&K60,$Q$%+*&+<0+&08$&.247R,;QK$+$%+&0%#&090"%*+&+<;*$&M<",<&08$&%;+I&

Develop meaningful lawyer-client relationships
  V*+0/6"*<&0&Q$0%"%9E)61&+8)*+"%9&8$60+";%*<"K&M"+<&,6"$%+*&0%#&0**)8$&+<$&3;)+<&;E&
+<$&,;%E"#$%+"06&%0+)8$&;E&+<$&0++;8%$3R,6"$%+&8$60+";%*<"KI&D),,$**E)6&0++;8%$3R,6"$%+&
8$60+";%*<"K*&,0%&;%63&/$&/)"6+&"E&#$E$%#$8*&*K$%#]0%#&08$&0EE;8#$#]*)EE","$%+&+"Q$&
M"+<&,6"$%+*I
  4$&0M08$&;E&K$8*;%06&/"0*$*&8$908#"%9&80,$1&$+<%","+31&,60**1&"QQ"980+";%&*+0+)*1&
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%1&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&G$E$%#$8*&*<;)6#&%;+&066;M&+<$*$&/"0*$*&+;&
%$90+">$63&"%E6)$%,$&+<$&8$K8$*$%+0+";%&;E&,6"$%+*I&

Juvenile Prosecutors

Ensure fair prosecution
  '%&0##"+";%&+;&+80"%"%9&;%&.247&"**)$*&E;8&066&*+0EE&"%&+<$&K8;*$,)+;8`*&;EE",$1&*),<&0*&
"%>$*+"90+;8*1&K0806$906*1&*;,"06&M;8O$8*1&#"*K;*"+";%&*K$,"06"*+*1&K;6",$&6"0"*;%*1&0%#&
0%3;%$&M<;&Q03&"%+$8>"$M&,;QK60"%0%+*1&066&*+0EE&*<;)6#&8$,$">$&+80"%"%9&;%&<;M&
+;&"#$%+"E3&<0+$R/0*$#&;EE$%*$*&090"%*+&.247&3;)+<1&"%,6)#"%9&+<;*$&K$8K$+80+$#&/3&
E0Q"63&Q$Q/$8*I&
  ?;%*"#$8&+<$&8"*O&E0,+;8*&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&0#;6$*,$%+&.247&"#$%+"+"$*&M<$%&#$,"#R
"%9&M<$+<$8&+;&#">$8+1&#"*Q"**1&;8&K$+"+";%&0&,0*$1&0**$**"%9&,)6K0/"6"+31&0%#&Q0O"%9&
#"*K;*"+";%&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*I
  G$>$6;K&.247R,;QK$+$%+&#">$8*";%&K8;980Q*&0%#&8$*;6>$&,0*$*&;)+*"#$&+<$&E;8Q06&
,;)8+&K8;,$**&+;&+<$&$5+$%+&K;**"/6$I&

Juvenile Probation Agencies and Officers 

Ensure fair case processing 
  ?;%*"#$8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&M<$%&Q0O"%9&#"*K;*"+";%&8$,;QR
Q$%#0+";%*&+;&$%*)8$&+<0+&3;)+<&08$&%;+&K60,$#&"%&K8;980Q*&+<0+&08$&#0Q09"%9&+;&
+<$Q1&0%#&"%*+$0#&08$&K60,$#&"%&K8;980Q*&0%#&K8;>"#$#&*$8>",$*&+<0+&0KK8;K8"0+$63&
0##8$**&+<$"8&"%#">"#)06&,;%,$8%*I&
  V5K6;8$&K;**"/6$&06+$8%0+">$*&+;&#$+$%+";%&0%#&"%,08,$80+";%&0%#&8$,;QQ$%#&+<$&
6$0*+&8$*+8",+">$&#"*K;*"+";%&%$,$**083&"%&$0,<&,0*$I
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  a;8&3;)+<&066$9$#&+;&<0>$&>";60+$#&K8;/0+";%&,;%#"+";%*1&+<;8;)9<63&$5K6;8$&+<$&
8$0*;%*&E;8&+<$&/$<0>";8&0%#&,;%*"#$8&M<$+<$8&<080**Q$%+&;8&0/)*$&0**;,"0+$#&M"+<&
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&<0>$&,;%+8"/)+$#&+;&+<$&/$<0>";8*&/$E;8$&0*O"%9&
+<$&,;)8+&+;&8$>;O$&K8;/0+";%I

Ensure services and programs provided to youth are LGBT-competent
  D)KK;8+&+<$&,8$0+";%&;E&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#1&.247R,;QK$+$%+&K8;R
980Q*1&"%,6)#"%9&#">$8*";%&K8;980Q*I&
  H$W)"8$&+<0+&066&,;%+80,+*&M"+<&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#&K8;>"#$8*&0%#&;+<$8&9;>$8%Q$%+06&
09$%,"$*&*K$,"E",0663&"%,6)#$&.247R,;QK$+$%+&*$8>",$*&0%#&K8;<"/"+&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&
090"%*+&.247&3;)+<I
  J##8$**&E0Q"63&,;%E6",+*&/3&K8;>"#"%9&*$8>",$*&+;&E0Q"6"$*&*+8)996"%9&+;&0,,$K+&+<$&
*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;E&3;)+<I&D$,)8$&E)%#"%9&E;8&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#1&
.247R*$%*"+">$&,;%E6",+&8$*;6)+";%&K8;980Q*&0%#&,;)%*$6"%9&*$8>",$*&+;&8$*;6>$&E0QR
"63&,;%E6",+*I

Detention and Other Secure Facilities

Ensure that youth are safe and treated with respect
  N8;<"/"+1&0%#&*M"E+63&8$*K;%#&+;1&+<$&>$8/061&K<3*",061&0%#&*$5)06&0/)*$&;E&.247&
3;)+<&/3&*+0EE&0%#&;+<$8&3;)+<I&?8$0+$&0&,)6+)8$&;E&8$*K$,+&E;8&066&3;)+<&M"+<"%&+<$&
E0,"6"+3I&SD$$&06*;&lN80,+",$&7"K*-&N8$>$%+"%9&!080**Q$%+&"%&D$,)8$&a0,"6"+"$*m&"%&
?<0K+$8&dIT&
  N8;>"#$&0&M8"++$%&$5K60%0+";%&;E&+<$&E0,"6"+3`*&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&K;6","$*&S;%,$&0#R
;K+$#T&+;&3;)+<&M<$%&+<$3&$%+$8&+<$&E0,"6"+3I&
  20+<$8&#0+0&;%&+<$&%)Q/$8&;E&.247&3;)+<&"%&#$+$%+";%&0%#&+<$"8&$5K$8"$%,$*&+;&
0**$**&3;)+<&%$$#*&+<8;)9<&0%;%3Q;)*&*)8>$3*&;8&;+<$8&Q$0*)8$*&+<0+&M"66&K8;+$,+&
K8">0,3&0%#&,;%E"#$%+"06"+3I&
  N8;>"#$&.247R,;QK$+$%+&K8;980QQ"%9&0%#&*$8>",$*&M"+<"%&E0,"6"+"$*I&G;&%;+&0+R
+$QK+&+;&,<0%9$&0&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&K)%"*<&3;)+<&E;8&
$5K8$**"%9&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$81&;8&8$W)"8$&3;)+<&+;&)%#$89;&*$5&;EE$%#$8&
,;)%*$6"%9&/0*$#&*;6$63&;%&+<$&3;)+<`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I&

Make appropriate and individualized housing decisions
  G$>$6;K&K;6","$*&0%#&K8;+;,;6*&8$908#"%9&+<$&0KK8;K8"0+$&<;)*"%9&0%#&,60**"E",0+";%&
;E&.247&3;)+<&"%&E0,"6"+"$*I&G$>$6;K&0%#&"QK6$Q$%+&$>"#$%,$R/0*$#&"%+0O$&K8;,$**$*&
+;&"#$%+"E3&3;)+<&M<;&08$&>)6%$80/6$&+;&K<3*",06&0%#&*$5)06&0**0)6+&E;8&K)8K;*$*&;E&
,60**"E",0+";%I&Y+"6"X$&.247R,;QK$+$%+&<$06+<&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&*,8$$%"%9&+;;6*I
  '%*"*+&;%&"%#">"#)06"X$#&,60**"E",0+";%&0%#&<;)*"%9&#$,"*";%*I&N8;<"/"+&/60%O$+&K;6"R
,"$*&8$908#"%9&+<$&<;)*"%9&;E&.247&3;)+<1&;8&+<;*$&K$8,$">$#&+;&/$&.2471&"%,6)#"%9&
K;6","$*&+<0+&066;M&E;8&+<$&0)+;Q0+",&<;)*"%9&;E&+80%*9$%#$8&3;)+<&0,,;8#"%9&+;&+<$"8&
/"8+<&*$5I&N8;<"/"+&K60,$Q$%+&;E&.247&3;)+<1&/0*$#&*;6$63&;%&+<$"8&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&

10

R
ec

om
m

en
da

ti
on

s 
fo

r 
G

ua
ra

nt
ee

in
g 

D
ue

 P
ro

ce
ss

 a
nd

 I
m

pr
ov

in
g 

O
ut

co
m

es
 f
or

 C
ou

rt
-In

vo
lv

ed
 Y

ou
th



142

H
I
D

D
E

N
 
I
N

J
U

S
T

I
C

E

;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&"%&*$5R;EE$%#$8&)%"+*&;8&M"+<&>";6$%+&;8&*$5)0663&0998$**">$&3;)+<I&
  G$>$6;K&8$*K;%*$*&+;&0/)*$&;8&<080**Q$%+&S;8&+<8$0+&;E&0/)*$&;8&<080**Q$%+T&;E&
.247&3;)+<&+<0+&#;&%;+&8$63&;%&+<$&"*;60+";%&;8&*$98$90+";%&;E&.247&3;)+<I&N60,$&
>)6%$80/6$&3;)+<&"%&+<$&6$0*+&8$*+8",+">$&$%>"8;%Q$%+&%$,$**083&+;&$%*)8$&*0E$+3&0%#&
K8;>"#$&+<$&3;)+<&M"+<&$W)06&0,,$**&+;&E0,"6"+3&*$8>",$*I

Provide adequate oversight and advocacy
  H$Q;>$&0%3&/088"$8*&+<0+&"QK$#$&0,,$**&+;&,;)%*$6&E;8&3;)+<&"%&+<$&E0,"6"+3I
  G$>$6;K&98"$>0%,$&K8;,$#)8$*&8$908#"%9&,;QK60"%+*&8$60+$#&+;&#"*,8"Q"%0+";%1&
<080**Q$%+1&0%#&K<3*",06&;8&*$5)06&0/)*$I&'%>$*+"90+$&0%#&K8;>"#$&Q$0%"%9E)6&
E;66;MR)K&;%&066&,;QK60"%+*I&780,O&,;QK60"%+*&"%&0&Q0%%$8&+<0+&"#$%+"E"$*&+<$&*$5)06&
;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;E&+<$&066$9$#&>",+"Q&0%#&0/)*$8&M<"6$&$%*)8"%9&
,;%E"#$%+"06"+3&;E&+<"*&"%E;8Q0+";%I&

Provide appropriate medical care
  N8;>"#$&066&3;)+<&M"+<&0,,$**&+;&W)06"+3&Q$#",06&,08$I&V%*)8$&0,,$**&+;&Q$#",06&
K$8*;%%$6&M<;&08$&O%;M6$#9$0/6$&0/;)+&+<$&K08+",)608&<$06+<&%$$#*&;E&+80%*9$%#$8&
3;)+<I&?;%+"%)$&+;&K8;>"#$&066&+80%*"+";%R8$60+$#&Q$#",06&+8$0+Q$%+*&+<0+&+80%*9$%R
#$8&3;)+<&*+08+$#&K8";8&+;&$%+$8"%9&+<$&E0,"6"+3I&N8;>"#$&0%3&%$,$**083&0)+<;8"X0+";%&
E;8&+<$&"%"+"0+";%&;E&+80%*"+";%R8$60+$#&+8$0+Q$%+*&M<$%&+<$3&08$&Q$#",0663&%$,$**083&
0,,;8#"%9&+;&0,,$K+$#&K8;E$**";%06&*+0%#08#*I
  V%909$&<$06+<&0%#&Q$%+06&<$06+<&K8;E$**";%06*&"%&Q;%"+;8"%9&+<$&M$66R/$"%9&;E&
.247&3;)+<1&0#>;,0+"%9&;%&+<$"8&/$<06E1&0%#&+0O"%9&*+$K*&+;&$%*)8$&+<$"8&*0E$+3&"%&
E0,"6"+"$*I&L$#",06&*+0EE&*<;)6#&0*O&066&3;)+<&0/;)+&*0E$+31&/;+<&"%&+<$&E0,"6"+3&0%#&+<$&
3;)+<`*&<;Q$*I&L$#",06&*+0EE&*<;)6#&8;)+"%$63&0*O&0/;)+&*$5)06&0,+">"+31&*$5)06&;8"$%R
+0+";%1&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&;E&066&3;)+<I
  N8;>"#$&,;)%*$6"%9&*$8>",$*&+<0+&0##8$**&*$6ER0,,$K+0%,$&0%#&>06"#0+";%1&,;%,$8%*&
0/;)+&#"*,6;*)8$&;E&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+31&E0Q"63&8$60+";%*<"K*1&
<$06+<3&"%+"Q0+$&8$60+";%*<"K*1&0%#&*$5)06&#$,"*";%&Q0O"%9I&

Bar Associations

  N0**&8$*;6)+";%*&*)KK;8+"%9&6$9"*60+">$&0%#&K;6",3&,<0%9$*&+<0+&M"66&"QK8;>$&+<$&
*3*+$Q`*&8$*K;%*$&+;&.247&3;)+<&S*),<&0*&+<$&0#;K+";%&;E&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&K;6"R
,"$*&/3&()*+",$&*3*+$Q&09$%,"$*1&$%0,+Q$%+&;E&6$9"*60+";%&+<0+&8;66*&/0,O&K)%"+">$&8$R
*K;%*$*&+;&Q"%;8&Q"*/$<0>";81&0%#&+<$&,8$0+";%&;E&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&,08$&E;8&066&3;)+<1&
"%,6)#"%9&.247&3;)+<TI&
  !;*+&,;%+"%)"%9&6$906&$#),0+";%&$>$%+*1&0%#&#$>$6;K&*)/,;QQ"++$$*&+;&0##8$**&"*R
*)$*&8$60+$#&+;&.247&3;)+<&"%&+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&
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LGBT Advocates and Juvenile 
Justice Advocates 
  V%*)8$&+<0+&6;,06&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$Q*&
"QK6$Q$%+&+<$&8$,;QQ$%#0+";%*&K8;>"#$#&
"%&+<"*&8$K;8+I&N)8*)$&6"+"90+";%&0%#&K;6",3&
0#>;,0,3&M<$%&%$,$**083&+;&$%*)8$&+<$&E0"8&
0%#&8$*K$,+E)6&+8$0+Q$%+&;E&.247&3;)+<&"%&
+<$&()>$%"6$&()*+",$&*3*+$QI&

  J#>;,0+$&E;8&+<$&$%0,+Q$%+&;E&6$9"*60+";%&+<0+&M;)6#&0##8$**&+<$&,8"Q"%06"X0+";%&
;E&0#;6$*,$%+&*$5)06&/$<0>";8I&7<"*&"%,6)#$*&0#>0%,"%9&K;6","$*&+<0+&ScT&8$*K;%#&+;&
()>$%"6$*&$%909$#&"%&K8;*+"+)+";%&M"+<&*;,"06&*$8>",$*&80+<$8&+<0%&,8"Q"%06&*0%,+";%*Z&
SAT&0##8$**&;)+R#0+$#&09$&;E&,;%*$%+&60M*&+<0+&$5K;*$&0#;6$*,$%+*&+;&*0%,+";%*&E;8&
$%909"%9&"%&,;%*$%*)06&*$5)06&/$<0>";8&M"+<&;+<$8&0#;6$*,$%+*Z&0%#&SgT&$5$QK+&()>$R
%"6$*&E8;Q&<08QE)6&*$5&;EE$%#$8&8$9"*+80+";%&0%#&,;QQ)%"+3&%;+"E",0+";%&60M*I
  V#),0+$&60M&$%E;8,$Q$%+&K$8*;%%$6&0/;)+&+<$&K08+",)608&"**)$*&E0,"%9&.247&3;)+<&
+;&$%*)8$&8$*K$,+E)6&+8$0+Q$%+&0%#&K8$>$%+&K;6",$&K8;E"6"%9&;E&.247&3;)+<&0*&K8;*+"R
+)+$*&0%#&)%%$,$**083&088$*+*I&
  V%,;)809$&K8;E$**";%06&;890%"X0+";%*1&*),<&0*&+<$&JQ$8",0%&J,0#$Q3&;E&N$#"0+8",*1&
+<$&F0+";%06&?;QQ"**";%&;%&?;88$,+";%06&!$06+<&?08$1&+<$&F0+";%06&?;)%,"6&;E&=)>$R
%"6$&0%#&a0Q"63&?;)8+&=)#9$*1&0%#&+<$&JQ$8",0%&408&J**;,"0+";%1&+;&+0O$&*)KK;8+">$&
K;*"+";%*&;%&.247&"**)$*I&

Policy Makers 

  V%*)8$&+<$&K0**09$&;E&%;%#"*,8"Q"%0+";%&60M*&+<0+&*K$,"E",0663&0##8$**&0,+)06&;8&
K$8,$">$#&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&0%#&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3I
  V*+0/6"*<&0%&"%#$K$%#$%+&;Q/)#*K$8*;%&;8&*"Q"608&;>$8*"9<+&K8;980Q&E;8&*$,)8$&
E0,"6"+"$*&+<0+&"*&%;+&0#Q"%"*+$8$#&/3&+<$&*0Q$&09$%,3&+<0+&;>$8*$$*&+<$&"%*+"+)+";%*I
  V%*)8$&+<0+&0&,;%+"%))Q&;E&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#1&.247R,;QK$+$%+&K8;980Q*&"*&0>0"6R
0/6$&0%#&K8;K$863&E)%#$#I
  G$>$6;K&*+0+)*&;EE$%#$8&*3*+$Q*&+<0+&+8$0+&0+R8"*O&3;)+<&;)+*"#$&+<$&,;)8+&*3*+$Q&
0%#&K8;>"#$&+<$Q&0%#&+<$"8&E0Q"6"$*&M"+<&,)6+)80663R,;QK$+$%+&,;QQ)%"+3R/0*$#&
*$8>",$*I&
  V6"Q"%0+$&X$8;&+;6$80%,$&60M*&0%#&8$W)"8$&+<0+&*,<;;6*&K8;>"#$&"%+$8>$%+";%*&+;&"QR
K8;>$&*+)#$%+&/$<0>";8&/$E;8$&8$E$88"%9&+;&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&$5,$K+&E;8&+<$&Q;*+&*$8";)*&
,8"Q"%06&;EE$%*$*I&N0**&6$9"*60+";%&9">"%9&*,<;;6*&"%,$%+">$*&0%#&8$*;)8,$*&+;&#$>$6;K&
*),<&"%+$8>$%+";%*I
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Appendices

Appendix A: Glossary of LGBT and Juvenile Justice Terms 
/7+#7$-/%$*:8%E%5(,+0<%2"',"5%,"%&%G(3#",+#%'#+,"P(#"4<%4&)#T%01#%#P(,3&+#"0%-*%&%`4-"3,4R
+";%m&E;8&0%&0#)6+&0,,)*$#&;E&0&,8"Q$I

/7+#7$-/%*)&'2,/)$:G-&J&<$08"%9&+;&#$+$8Q"%$&"E&+<$&E0,+*&*)KK;8+&+<$&066$90+";%S*T&Q0#$&
090"%*+&0&3;)+<Z&+<$&$W)">06$%+&;E&0%&0#)6+',8"Q"%06&+8"06I

/99&-&J%&"%#">"#)06&M<;&"*&%;+&6$*/"0%1&9031&/"*$5)061&;8&+80%*9$%#$8&0%#&"*&*)KK;8+">$&;E&
+<$&.247&,;QQ)%"+3I

/)),>%-&7<$&+0O"%9&;E&0&3;)+<&"%+;&"%>;6)%+083&,)*+;#3&E;8&W)$*+";%"%9&;8&#$+0"%Q$%+&/3&0&
K$8*;%1&M"+<&6$906&0)+<;8"+31&)*)0663&60M&$%E;8,$Q$%+I&J6*;&*$$&+2Y$%&"%+.&,)*+.#GI

/>>,>>=,:%' %**9>-& '%R#$K+<& "%E;8Q0+";%& 90+<$8"%9& 0%#& #"09%;*+",& "%*+8)Q$%+*& )*$#& /3&
+80"%$#&K8;E$**";%06*&+;&#$+$8Q"%$&%$$#*1&#"09%;*$*1&0%#&*+8$%9+<*I

6$)%2'>,Q8%O1#%)#SB%/&+#%-.%*#/&+#B%"-0#'%-"%&"%,"',3,'(&+A)%?,.01%4#.0,24&0#6

6$>,Q#/9-&J&K$8*;%&M<;&"*&$Q;+";%06631&8;Q0%+",06631&0%#&*$5)0663&0++80,+$#&+;&/;+<&Q$%&
0%#&M;Q$%I

-*=$:G'*#%-&7<$&K8;,$**&;E&#"*,6;*"%9&;%$`*&*$5)06&;8"$%+0+";%&;8&9$%#$8&"#$%+"+3&+;&;+<$8*I&
4$,0)*$&Q;*+&K$;K6$&"%&;)8&*;,"$+3&08$&K8$*)Q$#&+;&/$&<$+$8;*$5)061&,;Q"%9&;)+&"*&+3K"R
,0663&%;+&0&#"*,8$+$&$>$%+1&/)+&0&6"E$6;%9&K8;,$**I&

"#$%&'$()*+)(,-./#('"()#$8%O1#%;.&40,4#%-*%5(&.',"5%01#%4-"2'#"0,&+,0<%-*%&%<-(01A)%,"3-+3#R
/#"0%,"%01#%G(3#",+#%'#+,"P(#"4<%)<)0#/B%0<;,4&++<%.#5(+&0#'%?<%)0&0#%)0&0(0#6%D-"2'#"0,&+,0<%
K8;+$,+";%*& 08$& +3K",0663&%;+& ,;QK8$<$%*">$Z&Q;*+& "%,6)#$&$5$QK+";%*& +<0+&K8;>"#$& E;8& 0&
3;)+<`*&8$,;8#&;E&#$6"%W)$%,3&"%>;6>$Q$%+&+;&/$&Q0#$&0>0"60/6$&+;&*,<;;6*1&3;)+<&09$%,"$*1&
+&$%#"*-.4#/#"0%-*24,&+)B%;.-)#4(0-.)B%&"'%3,40,/)%("'#.%4#.0&,"%4,.4(/)0&"4#)6%

-)$=$:/9'-*#)%-&J&,;)8+&M"+<&()8"*#",+";%&;>$8&0#)6+*&/$"%9&0,,)*$#&;E&,;QQ"++"%9&,8"Q"%06&
0,+*I&'%,8$0*"%9631&()>$%"6$*&08$&/$"%9&+8"$#&"%&,8"Q"%06&,;)8+I&

7,9$:"#,:-&'I,%$%$*:8%E%;#0,0,-"%2+#'%?<%&%;.-)#4(0-.%);#4,*<,"5%01#%3,-+&0,-"%-*%+&$%01&0%
0&3;)+<&"*&066$9$#&+;&<0>$&,;QQ"++$#&0%#&0*O"%9&E;8&+<$&3;)+<&+;&/$&#$,608$#&l#$6"%W)$%+m&
/3&+<$&()>$%"6$&,;)8+I&

7,9$:"#,:%'/-%-&J%&0,+&+<0+&>";60+$*&0&*+0+$`*&,8"Q"%06&60M*&,;QQ"++$#&/3&0&3;)+<&M<;&E066*&
M"+<"%&()>$%"6$&,;)8+&()8"*#",+";%I

7,%,:%$*:'J/-$9$%&-'J%&"%*+"+)+";%&"%&M<",<&()>$%"6$*&Q03&/$&<$6#&M<"6$&#$6"%W)$%,3&K8;R
,$$#"%9*&08$&)%#$8M03Z&+<$&$W)">06$%+&;E&0&l(0"6m&"%&+<$&0#)6+&,;88$,+";%06&*3*+$QI&

7,%,:%$*:'2,/)$:G-'O1#%2.)0%G(3#",+#%'#+,"P(#"4<%4-(.0%1#&.,"5%.#5&.',"5%&"%&++#5#'%'#R
+,"P(#"0%<-(01%$1-%$&)%;+&4#'%,"%'#0#"0,-"%&0%01#%0,/#%01#%'#+,"P(#"4<%;#0,0,-"%$&)%2+#'%
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;8&0+&+<$&+"Q$&+<$&3;)+<&M0*&088$*+$#I&7<$&K)8K;*$&;E&+<$&<$08"%9&"*&+;&#$+$8Q"%$1&0Q;%9&
;+<$8&+<"%9*1&M<$+<$8&+<$&3;)+<&*<;)6#&/$&#$+0"%$#&#)8"%9&+<$&K$%#$%,3&;E&<"*&;8&<$8&,0*$I&

7$>I*>$%$*:-'7<$&$W)">06$%+&;E&l*$%+$%,"%9m&"%&+<$&0#)6+&,8"Q"%06&*3*+$QI&

7$>I*>$%$*:'2,/)$:G-'7<$&<$08"%9&0+&M<",<&+<$&()>$%"6$&#$6"%W)$%,3&,;)8+&Q0O$*&;8#$8*&
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Appendix B: Survey for Defenders
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Appendix C: Youth Focus Group Survey
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Appendix D: Redacted Court Order Regarding Transgender Youth
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Appendix E: Model Non-Discriminatory Services Policy
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