PUNISHMENT IS NOT A PUBLIC HEALTH STRATEGY

THE CRIMINALIZATION OF VIRAL HEPATITIS IN THE UNITED STATES

Laws criminalizing hepatitis single out people living with viral
hepatitis for especially harsh treatment under our criminal

legal system. Laws criminalizing viral hepatitis target the same
behaviors as HIV criminal laws: sex, exposure to bodily fluids
(blood or saliva), and needle-sharing. Often, the laws include
situations where there is no real risk of disease transmission.

Just like HIV criminal laws, laws criminalizing hepatitis are

unscientific, overly harsh, and discriminatory. Criminalizing 1 3 STATES HAVE LAWS THAT CRIMINALIZE HEPATITIS

someone’s health status should never be the solution
to a public health challenge.

—ALL OF THEM ALSO CRIMINALIZE HIV

A PERFECT PUBLIC HEALTH STORM

Viral hepatitis Most states prohibit Viral hepatitis
is on the rise the possession is related to our
in the United of drug correctional
States. paraphernalia. Crisis.
Injection drug use. (ID_l,J) This makes it more difficult An estimated 1 in 3 inmates
hqs bfeen thg mos.t S|gn|f|ca1nt for people who use drugs to in U.S. prisons and jails is living
risk factor in the increase. access safe syringes. While syringe with HCV.4 Less than 1% of those with
h App;alachlan and _southler: statﬁs exchange programs have become more an HCV diagnosis in corrections are
EVE a.so been p.artlcular.)./ ard-hit by common, access remains inadequate. receiving treatment.®
increases in hepatitis B.2
Between 2004 and 2014, the Some state Medicaid programs and Incarcerating people living
annual incidence rate of acute private insurers impose sobriety with hepatitis because of
hepatitis C (HCV) infection restrictions that deny treatment for their health status is only

more than doubled nationwide. HCV to people who inject drugs.? going to make things worse.

The current administration and some states have voiced support
for criminal justice responses to the opioid crisis.®

THE CRIMINALIZATION OF HIV AND VIRAL HEPATITIS IN THE STATES

[OWA OHIO SOUTH DAKOTA

In 2016, lowa experienced the largest Ohio has a law that makes it a third-degree In the 2018 session, South Dakota
number of people diagnosed with felony for someone living with viral hepatitis legislators introduced SB 93, a bill
hepatitis C since reporting began, or HIV to cause another person to come into that would have created a new
including the largest number and contact with their blood, semen, urine, feces, HCV criminal statute to run parallel
proportion of people 30 and under who or another bodily substance. The punishment with the state’s HIV criminal law,
were diagnosed with HCV.” is up to three years of prison time. making donation, needle sharing, or
Just two years earlier, lowa amended its Between 2013 and 2016, the rate of exposing another pgrson to blood a
HIV criminal law to include other health hepatitis C cases in Ohio more than Class'3 Ifglony, pun.lsha:ll;)le 7 i
conditions, including viral hepatitis, doubled, going from 86.3 cases per 15 years' incarceration.
tuberculosis, and meningococcal disease. 100,000 population to 205.3 cases per

Fortunately, that piece of the bill

100,000 population.® failed, but it may be a sign of

It remains a felony to recklessly transmit

hepatitis to someone else—reckless In January 2018, a man with hepatitis C was what’s to come and shows why we
exposure that doesn’t result in transmission charged with four felonies for spitting at first must take action now to resist new
is still a serious misdemeanor.® responders during the course of an arrest. efforts to criminalize health status.

Most of the states that criminalize & punish HCV also restrict access to curative treatments."
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DISTRIBUTE THIS RESOURCE AND TALK WITH YOUR NETWORKS ABOUT THE CRIMINALIZATION OF VIRAL HEPATITIS.
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