WHEN SEX IS A CRIME
AND SPIT IS A DANGEROUS WEAPON

A SNAPSHOT OF HIV CRIMINALIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES
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279

REPORTED
PROSECUTIONS
States that wish to reform their HIV-specific criminal statutes, and legislators should reconsider whe

SINCE 2008*
laws continue to further the public interest and public health. In too many instances, the existence and enforcement
of these types of laws run counter to scientific evidence about routes of HIV transmission and effective measures of HIV-SPECIFIC STATUTE, AT LEAST ONE PROSECUTION IN PAST TWO YEARS

HIV prevention, and undermine the public health goals of promoting HIV screening and treatment. In jurisdictions B HIV-SPECIFIC STATUTE, NO RECENT REPORTED PROSECUTIONS
where HIV-specific laws remain, prosecutors should also execute more discretion in dismissing blatantly stigmatiz-
ing and discriminatory cases against people living with HIV." The recommendations include: "State legislatures I HIV-RELATED PROSECUTIONS, THOUGH NO HIV-SPECIFIC STATUTE
should review HIV-specific criminal statutes to ensure that they are consistent with current scientific knowledge of A PUNISHMENT INCLUDES SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION

HIV transmission and support public health approaches to preventing and treating HIV."
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