





| 'MLASHANDA-AN ORGANIZER BADVOCATE IN | | WE DATED, AND LATER, | MOVED IN WITH HIN.
| TENNESSEE, IN 2006, 1 META GENTLEMANON A CHAT |
| LINE, WE WERE INTERESTED IN EACH OTHER,
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¥ AFTER AWHILE, THE RELATIONSHIP WASN'T
| WORKING OUT, AND WE BOTH DECIDED TO SPLIT UP.
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AT THAT |.|D 01' o ' THAT | HRD NEVER EEEN IN ANY REALTROUQLE BEFDHE.
. | WAS ON MY WaY TO JAIL, | HAD SOME MONEYON | © IWAS PUT INTO WHAT THEY CALL AHOLDING CELL
N\E, SO | THOUGHT— WI'”CH LOGKEﬂ JUST L‘KE AB\GDOG CAGE.

OKAY | CAN BAIL
MYSELF OvuT.
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! BEFORE IARRIVED, |CALLED My MOM TO LET HER | | " | WAS NOT ABOUT To ASK HER TO PUT UP

. KNOW WHAT HAPPENED. auvmmmw HAD AS COLLATERAL.
par—— | = . | THAT IS WHEN IT H\T ME—
 BAILKSSET |
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I'MNOT
GETTING

I'MIN JARW.,
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| MY DYING FATHER, WHO HAD BRAIN CANCER, | |
| WAS INTHE HOSPITAL.

PUBL\CDEFEND £R, WHO REQUESTED A HEARING TO TRV T0 REDUCE WY BOND. |
| THE DAY OF THE HEARING, | WAS SO NERVOUS, | THOUGHT | WAS GDINGTO PASS OUT.

" DO YOU HAVE FANMALY
N TENNESSEE?

YES, 100, N NASHVILLE,
KNOXVILLE, AND
CHATTANOOGA.

_ YOURBOND I§ DENIED W
BECAUSE | BELIEVE
[ YOU'RE A FLIGHT RISK. |
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© ABOUT MY STATUS, | WAS 16... ‘o 4 | WAS HIV.MY HEART JUST WENT TO THE BOTTOM
S8 1 OF MY FEET

AMERACAN -
RED CROSS e s

To
Lashanda Salinas

- ¢ 2. We're writing to inform you that
4 & /) wecould not use your blood 4

r | because of HIV antibodies. For °

_ further information regarding |

1 [ AT THE TIME, ALL | KNEW WAS THAT HIV WAS |

| IWENT STRAIGHT TO MY FAMILY PHYSICIAN, | Aechidrads
|| Aoeetd seNtENCE.

. WHO TESTED ME—

e YOU'RE POSITIVE
| | FOR HIV.

% | " ALADY FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT-




| SHEDIDN'TGIVE ME ANY HELPFUL INFORMATION. |  SINCE | WAS UNDER 18,1 WOULD HAVE
TO TELL MY PARENTS.,

Ry HOW IN THE WORLD
DO 1 SAY,"MOM, I'M
HW POSITIVE?"

me FIRST THING MY / MOM SAID TOME WAS— -

MOM, { REALLY WISHI
WAS, n': SOMETHING
MORE DEVASTATING.

2 [ £ROM THRT DAY GORWARD, MY MOM WAS AT |
|| Every pocTor's aPPOINTMENT, SHE WaS MY

BIGGEST CHEEﬂLEﬂﬂER. re




| | LEARNED LATER THAT NOT ONLY DID HE |
. TRANSM\T TO ME, BUT HE ALSO TRANSMITTED
1 TO TWO OF MY BEST FRIENDS.

L: | tested positive ;
E for HIV... '

- BLOCKED -
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£ NOW, YEARS Ln‘rea,rr WAS DEVAsmeG ToBE ! " IN COURT, | WAS GIVEN TWO OPTIONS —

| ACCUSED OF THE EXACT HARM | HAD
| EXPERIENCED, ESPECIALLY WHEN | WAS 50
|| CAREFULTO PREVENT Tuls FROM HAPPENING.

THE NEKT DﬂV i GOT ﬂ VE QV UPSETTING Cﬂl.h ONE MQRMNs' IWhS HQWNG EREQKFQST ﬂND :
THﬂT MY EATHER HAD DIED. 1 MET WITH MY CASE f‘ I N NAME Wﬂs CﬂLLEQ FOR CO UR‘I'. | D

; MﬂNHGER TO FIND OUT uow I COULD AT LEAST /'
‘ n VIEW HlN\. FI'..;H; ; 1111 #
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ITWAS TRUE, BUT MY PUBLIC DEFENDER
| L1 ALSO HAD ANOTHER OFFER SHE THOUGHT
YOU'RE PROBABLY | (WOULD L\IKE=—
GOING TO GET i d 4
YOUR FURLOUGH! | 7

| DON'T WANT
T0 PO THAT.

| KNOW | TOLD
MY EX THAT } WAS
HiIV POSITIVE.
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-1 MY MOTHER IS MY LIFE, AND SHE
) L WAS GOING To NEED ME.

| | WHAT THE JUDGE AND PUBLIC DEFENDERDID
§ | NOT TELL ME WAS THAT THIS MEANT |WOULD |
{ | BEREQUIRED TO REGISTERAS A SEX OFFENDER
£ 1 FOR THE REST OF My LIFE.

£ 50,1 TOLD MY JUDGE.,, ~ |PLERD GUILTY
- ~ To CRIMINAL

~ EXPOSURE TO WIV.




MY NAME 1S JADA, AND | AM AN ATTORNEY WORKING ON HIV LAW AND POLICY.
LASHANDA'S STORY CHANGED MY ADVOC RCY HND HOW l HPPRORCH THIS WORK.

Wt ""f‘f“ ABOUT 5;=,f_‘~ne SSEE'S MIV

HAVE BEEN TURNED UPSIDE wﬁf;m

INTENNESSEE, \F YOU ARE LIVING WITH HIV AND YOU KNOW YOUR STATUS,  /./% T\ e
YOU CAN BE CONVICTED OF A CHARGE CALLED CRIMINAL EXPOSURE TO HIV, « /% y

WHAT (T MEANS 15 IF YOU HAVE ANY “INTIMATE CONTACT” WITH ANOTHER PERSON AND YOU DON'T
DISCLOSE YOUR STATUS FIRST, YOU CAN BE CHARGED WITH A FELONY, EVEN IF HIV IS NOT TRANSMITTED,
AND EVEN IF TRANSMISSION ISN'T POSSIBLE., -

THESE CASES OFTEN COME DOWN TO ONE PERSON'S WORD AGAINST ANOTHER'S, ~C 4

BEFORE 2023 UNDER TENNESSEE'S OLD LAW, CRIMINAL EXPOSURE TO HIV WAS CONSIDERED A
"VIOLENT SEXUAL OFFENSE” WHICH MERNT REGISTERING AS A SEX OFFENDER FOR LIFE.

THIS IS NOT ONLY PUNISHING AND S TIGMATIZING, BUT POTENTIALLY PUTS YOU AT RiSK OF HARM.







WHEN | WAS AT WORK ONE DAY, | GOT A CALL FROM MY PROBATION OFFICER —
wu HAVE 24HOURS T0 6070 : |
© COOMEVILLE,TENNESSEE,AND  WITH CRIMINAL EXPOSURE To
 REGISTER AS A SEX OFFENDER. © HIV, YOU HAVE TO aeelsfsa A

| © YoUHAVE THEWRONG PP U, ARE YOU TELLING ME |
PERSON,IHAVENEVER ~ CAN'TBEAROUND MY FAMILY
DONE ANYTHING TO A CHILD. BECAUSE THERE ARE KIDS?

1 WAS IN COMPLETE SHOCK, — el S\
 £OR 11 YEARS, 1HAD T = flv

| & ' ==\ ABIOE BY THESE RULES, |

l HQD ALWAYS BE EN THERE FORMY LITTLE

M *cousms AT HOLIDAY DINNERS, AT CHURCH.

e, |

LASHANDA AND | WORK TOGETHER AS PART OF THE TENNESSEE HIV MODERNIZATION
COALITION TO END THE CRIMINALVZATION OF HIV, IN2023 THE LAW CHANGED, OFFERING
%/ NEW HOPE FORPEOPLE LWING WITH HIV, LIKE LASHANDA, WHO SPENT YERRS FDRCED
= ONTO TI-IE STFITE'S SEX OFFENSE REGlSTRV. -



[ FOR THE FIRST TIME, SOME PEOPLE COULD FINALLY COME OFF IT, BUT WE LEARNED THAT THE
. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASN'T PLANNING ON NOTIEYING ANYONE,

WE TEAMED UP WITH A LAW SCHOOL CLINIC, AND WITH GUIDANCE FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS,
! WESENT OUT A SIMPLE LETTER TO NEARLY 80 PEOPLE WHO WERE ON THE REGISTRY ONLY
\_BECAUSE OF AN HIV-RELATED CONVICTION.

{our LETTER EXPLAINED THE CHANGE IN THE an |, LAID OUT THE STE Ps'mev couLoTa KE r-wo |

INCLUDED A TEMPLATE LETTER THEY COULD USE TO CONTACT THE BUREAU DIRECTLY TO REQUEST |
| REMOVAL. CHANGING A LAW DOESN'T AUTOMATICALLY CHANGE A LIFE,PEOPLE NEED TO KNOWABOUT |
| VT AND BE SUPPORTED, WE WORK CLOSELY WITHHEALTH CARE PROVIDERS WHO ARE OFTEN THE FIRST ,
| PEOPLE PATIENTS TURN TO FOR GUIDANCE. L

| THEY CAN ALSO HELP SUPPORT LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS To REPEAL UNIUST LAWS THAT IMPACT PEOPLE |
| LVING WITH WiV, TODAY, THERE ARE 60 FEWER PEOPLE ON TENNESSEE'S REGISTRY, OUR PEOR LE REFUSE
TO LET UNJUST LAWS DEFINE WHO THEY ﬂﬂe, AND WE'LL KEEPFIGHTING EVERY DAY TO CHAANGE THEM.



£ LASHANDA: ON 2ULY 1TH, 2023, | FILED MY ' | FORTHE FIRST TIME IN 17 YEARS, | WAS
| FINALLY ABLE TO SEE ALL OF MY FAMILY.

| REQUEST AND WAS SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED
| FROM THE REGISTRY, MY LIFE DID A 360, " _..| |
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/ ..AND GET SOME DOCUMENTATION FROMTHE | |E1HAD BEEN
| DOCTOR TO KEEP YOURSELF PROTECTED \ £ Mvece:
i BEFORE YOUARE INTIMATE WITH SOMEONE,

/' THERE'S BEEN SOME PROGRESS TO REMOVE SOME OF US FROM THE REGISTRY, BUT THERE'S STILL
|| WORK TO DO, THAT'S WHY WE CONTINVE T FIGHT T0 REPEAL THESE UNIUST LAWS INTENNESSEE
" AND WORLOWIDE. i
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The Beyond Do No Harm Network is a group of Turtle
Island-based health care providers, public health workers,
iImpacted community members, advocates, and organizers
working across racial, gender, reproductive, migrant and
disablility justice, drug policy, sex worker, and anti-HIV
criminalization movements to address the harm caused
when health providers and institutions and public health
researchers and institutions facilitate, participate in and
support criminalization.

This comic was illustrated by Kruttika Susarla.



https://kruttika.com/




