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In the United States, HIV criminalization intersects two overlapping epidemics: the HIV epidemic and 
the epidemic of over-policing and mass incarceration. Both epidemics disproportionately affect Black 
Americans, as does HIV criminalization. Black people in the United States are more likely to be diagnosed 
and live with HIV while also having less access to HIV treatment and prevention. Black Americans also 
experience greater police surveillance and harsher punishment in the criminal legal system. Together, 
these twin epidemics place Black people in the U.S. living with HIV at increased risk of criminal legal 
system involvement because of both their race and HIV status. In this brief, we present information on 
the racial dynamics of America’s HIV epidemic and criminal legal system, followed by an examination of 
racial patterns from Williams Institute reports on HIV criminalization.1

BLACK AMERICANS AND THE DUAL EPIDEMICS

Black Americans and the HIV Epidemic

About 1.2 million people in the United States aged 13 and older were living with HIV at the end of 
2022, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).2 Today, for many, HIV can 
be managed with medications,3 which can also prevent HIV transmission. Despite these advances, 
substantial racial inequalities in HIV prevention and treatment persist.

Black Americans are more likely than any other race/ethnicity to be living with HIV or newly 
diagnosed with HIV.

	• In 2023, Black Americans accounted for about 38% of new HIV diagnoses and 39% of people living 
with HIV, despite representing approximately 12% of the U.S. population.4 The HIV diagnosis rate 

1 Several scholars have documented the racial dimensions of HIV criminalization in the United States. See for example Hoppe, T. A. (2015). Disparate 
risks of conviction under Michigan’s felony HIV disclosure law: An observational analysis of convictions and HIV diagnoses, 1992–2010. Punishment 
& Society, 17(1), 73-93; Hoppe, T. (2017). Punishing disease: HIV and the criminalization of sickness. Univ of California Press; Esparza, R. (2019). Black 
bodies on lockdown: AIDS moral panic and the criminalization of HIV in times of white injury. The Journal of African American History, 104(2), 250-280; 
Mykhalovskiy, E., Sanders, C., Hastings, C., & Bisaillon, L. (2021). Explicitly racialised and extraordinarily over-represented: Black immigrant men in 25 
years of news reports on HIV non-disclosure criminal cases in Canada. Culture, health & sexuality, 23(6), 788-803.
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2024). Estimated HIV incidence and prevalence in the United States, 2018–2022 (HIV Surveillance 
Supplemental Report, Vol. 29 No. 1). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/156513/cdc_156513_DS1.pdf
3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2024). Living with HIV. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/living-
with/index.html
4 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025). HIV Surveillance Report figures, 2023. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. https://
www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/media/files/2025/04/hiv_surv_rep_figures_2023.pptx

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/156513/cdc_156513_DS1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/living-with/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/living-with/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/media/files/2025/04/hiv_surv_rep_figures_2023.pptx
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/media/files/2025/04/hiv_surv_rep_figures_2023.pptx
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for Black Americans was about 41.9 per 100,000 in 2023, versus the overall U.S. rate of about 13.7 
per 100,000.5

	• Among women, Black women had the highest HIV diagnosis rate in 2023 (19.6 per 100,000)—
approximately 11 times the rate for white women (1.8 per 100,000). Young Black men aged 13 to 
24 accounted for 47% of all HIV diagnoses among youth in 2023; young white men accounted for 
3% of new diagnoses that year.6

Figure 1. Share of population, people living with HIV (PLWH), and new HIV diagnoses, by race/ethnicity
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Black Americans are less likely to be on medications that treat and prevent HIV.

	• In 2022, the most recent year available, about 88% of Black people with HIV knew of their HIV 
positive status, 64% were linked to HIV care, and 53% were virally suppressed. 7 These were below 
the corresponding indicators for white Americans: 89% diagnosed, 70% linked to care, 63% virally 
suppressed.8 Black Americans’ PrEP to need ratio—the number of Pre-exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
users divided by the number of new HIV diagnoses—was 5.8 in 2024 compared to 41.7 for white 
Americans,9 suggesting continued inequalities in access to prevention services.

	• Black Americans are also less likely to have health insurance to manage, detect, and prevent HIV: 
12.3% of Black adults aged 19 to 64 lacked health insurance in 2024, compared to 6.8% among 
white Americans.10

5 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025). HIV diagnoses, deaths, and prevalence: 2025 update. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/nhss/hiv-diagnoses-deaths-and-prevalence-2025.html
6 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025). HIV diagnoses, deaths, and prevalence: 2025 update. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/nhss/hiv-diagnoses-deaths-and-prevalence-2025.html
7 Kaiser Family Foundation. (2024). The impact of HIV on Black people in the United States. https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-
people-in-the-united-states/
8 Kaiser Family Foundation. (2024). The impact of HIV on Black people in the United States. https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-
people-in-the-united-states/
9 AIDSVu. (2026). Race/ethnicity profile: Nation/USA overview (Black, non-Hispanic). Emory University Rollins School of Public Health. https://map.aidsvu.
org/race-profile/nation/usa/overview?profileFilterId=bnh
10 U.S. Census Bureau. (2025). Figure 5. Percentage of adults aged 19 to 64 without health insurance coverage by selected characteristics: 2023 and 2024. 
In Health insurance coverage in the United States: 2024 (Current Population Reports, P60-288). https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/media/files/2025/04/hiv_surv_rep_figures_2023.pptx
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/nhss/hiv-diagnoses-deaths-and-prevalence-2025.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv-data/nhss/hiv-diagnoses-deaths-and-prevalence-2025.html
https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-people-in-the-united-states/
https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-people-in-the-united-states/
https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-people-in-the-united-states/
https://www.kff.org/hiv-aids/the-impact-of-hiv-on-black-people-in-the-united-states/
https://map.aidsvu.org/race-profile/nation/usa/overview?profileFilterId=bnh
https://map.aidsvu.org/race-profile/nation/usa/overview?profileFilterId=bnh
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2025/demo/p60-288/figure5.pdf
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Figure 2. PrEP-to-need ratio, by race/ethnicity

10

20

30

40

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

7.9
5.8

41.7

Black Hispanic/LatinoWhite

Note: The PrEP-to-need ratio reflects the number of PrEP users in a group for every new HIV diagnosis in that group. A lower PrEP-
to-need ratio indicates more unmet need for PrEP.
Source: AIDSVu, Racial/Ethnic Disparities and HIV in the United States

Black Americans and Contact with the Criminal Legal System

About 1.9 million people were incarcerated in the United States in 2023, according to the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics.11 Approximately 79 million Americans—roughly one in three adults—have a criminal 
record.12 The United States incarcerates more people than nearly any other country in the world, both in 
absolute numbers and per capita.13 Within this system, Black Americans face a heightened risk of criminal 
legal contact at every stage, including being searched or arrested by police14 and incarcerated.15

Black Americans are more likely than white people to be stopped, searched, and arrested by law 
enforcement.

	• Black drivers are about 20 – 30% more likely to be stopped than white drivers, and Black drivers are 
also about 1.5 to 2 times more likely to be searched than white drivers.16

	• Nationally, Black people are nearly three times as likely as white people to be arrested after contact 
with police for a traffic stop.17

visualizations/2025/demo/p60-288/figure5.pdf
11 Gann, S., & Kaeble, D. (2025). Correctional populations in the United States, 2023 – Statistical tables (NCJ 310413). U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau 
of Justice Statistics. https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cpus23st.pdf
12 Prison Policy Initiative. (2025). Mass incarceration directly impacts millions of people. https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/directlyimpacted2025.html
13 Prison Policy Initiative. (2024). States of incarceration: The global context 2024. https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2024.html
14 Tapp, S. N., & Davis, E. J. (2024). Contacts between police and the public, 2022 (NCJ 308847). U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cbpp22.pdf
15 Ghandnoosh, N., Barry, C., & Trinka, L. (2023). One in five: Racial disparity in imprisonment — Causes and remedies. The Sentencing Project. https://www.
sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf; Mueller, D., & Kluckow, R. (2025). 
Prisoners in 2023 — statistical tables (NCJ 310197). U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf.
16 Pierson, E., Simoiu, C., Overgoor, J., Corbett-Davies, S., Jenson, D., Shoemaker, A., Ramachandran, V., Barghouty, P., Phillips, C., Shroff, R., & Goel, S. 
(2020). A large-scale analysis of racial disparities in police stops across the United States. Nature Human Behaviour, 4(7), 736–745. https://www.nature.
com/articles/s41562-020-0858-1
17 Tapp, S. N., & Davis, E. J. (2024). Contacts between police and the public, 2022 (NCJ 308847). U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cbpp22.pdf

https://map.aidsvu.org/race-profile/nation/usa/overview?profileFilterId=bnh%20-%20R1-Living-With-HIV
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2025/demo/p60-288/figure5.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cpus23st.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/directlyimpacted2025.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2024.html
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cbpp22.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-020-0858-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-020-0858-1
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/cbpp22.pdf
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Figure 3. Enforcement action during police stops in the US in 2022, by race/ethnicity
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Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Contacts Between Police and the Public

Black Americans are more harshly punished than white people.

	• After conviction, Black defendants receive longer sentences than white defendants for similar 
offenses.18

	• Black defendants are more likely to face charges carrying mandatory minimum sentences and less 
likely to receive charge reductions than white defendants.19

	• Prison incarceration rates for Black Americans are nearly five times higher than for white 
Americans,20 and jail incarceration rates are about 3.5 times higher.21

Figure 4. Imprisonment rates in the US in 2023, by race/ethnicity
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Note: Imprisonment rates reflect the number of individuals per 1,000 people of a demographic group who were sentenced under 
the jurisdiction of state or federal correctional authorities in 2023, as well as those held in jails at the midpoint of the year.
Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Prisoners in 2023 – Statistical Tables and Jail Inmates in 2023 – Statistical Tables

18 Ghandnoosh, N., Barry, C., & Trinka, L. (2023). One in five: Racial disparity in imprisonment — Causes and remedies. The Sentencing Project. https://
www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
19 Ghandnoosh, N., Barry, C., & Trinka, L. (2023). One in five: Racial disparity in imprisonment — Causes and remedies. The Sentencing Project. https://
www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
20 Mueller, D., & Kluckow, R. (2025). Prisoners in 2023 – Statistical tables (NCJ 310197). U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. https://
bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf
21 Bureau of Justice Statistics. (2025, April 8). Jail inmates in 2023 – statistical table. U.S. Department of Justice. https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/
jail-inmates-2023-statistical-tables/web-report

file:///Users/krisbicknell/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-SharedLibraries-UCLASchoolofLaw/Williams%20Institute%20Communications%20Team%20-%20Communications_NEW/Reports/Health%20%26%20HIV/2602%20Black%20Americans%20HIV%20Crim/Contacts%20Between%20Police%20and%20the%20Public
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/jail-inmates-2023-statistical-tables/web-report
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/12/One-in-Five-Racial-Disparity-in-Imprisonment-Causes-and-Remedies.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/p23st.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/jail-inmates-2023-statistical-tables/web-report
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/jail-inmates-2023-statistical-tables/web-report
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BLACK AMERICANS AND HIV CRIMINALIZATION
The disproportionate burdens of the HIV epidemic and of contact with the criminal legal system 
experienced by Black Americans converge in HIV criminalization.

HIV Criminalization Basics

	• HIV criminalization refers to laws that make otherwise legal conduct illegal, or that create 
harsher penalties for illegal conduct because of a person’s HIV-positive status.22

	• Nationally, 32 states criminalized people living with HIV at the end of 2025.23

	• Most HIV-related criminal laws do not require actual HIV transmission or the intent to 
transmit HIV.24 Some laws criminalize conduct that cannot transmit HIV and ignore mitigation 
and prevention strategies.25

	• HIV criminalization can carry heavy prison sentences and lifelong collateral consequences, 
from felony conviction and sex offender registration.26

Most HIV criminal laws were enacted before HIV treatment and prevention tools were widely available. 
There has been a push in recent years to reform or repeal these laws. The most recent federal National 
HIV/AIDS Strategy states that “[HIV criminal] laws have not increased disclosure and may discourage HIV 
testing, increase stigma against people with HIV, and exacerbate disparities. To end the HIV epidemic, 
public health, criminal justice, and legislative systems must work together to ensure that laws protect the 
community, are evidence-based and just, and support public health efforts.”27

Williams Institute Findings on HIV Criminalization and Black Americans

Between 2015 and 2025, the Williams Institute analyzed the enforcement of HIV-related criminal laws 
in 16 states.28 This research shows that Black Americans are more likely to encounter the criminal legal 
system because of an HIV-related criminal allegation and are more likely to be convicted of an HIV crime 
once they have contact with the criminal system.

22 Center for HIV Law and Policy. (2025). Mapping HIV criminalization laws in the U.S.: A user guide to CHLP’s updated HIV criminalization maps. https://
www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping HIV Criminalization Laws User Guide%2C CHLP 111225.pdf
23 Center for HIV Law and Policy. (2025). Mapping HIV criminalization laws in the U.S. https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/
Mapping HIV Criminalization Laws in the US%2C CHLP 111225.pdf
24 Center for HIV Law and Policy. (2025). Mapping HIV criminalization laws in the U.S.: A user guide to CHLP’s updated HIV criminalization maps. https://
www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping HIV Criminalization Laws User Guide%2C CHLP 111225.pdf
25 Cisneros, N., Sears, B., & Tentindo, W. (2024). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Ohio: Analysis of criminal incidents from 2000 to 2022. The Williams 
Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-crim-oh/
26 Cisneros, N., & Sears, B. (2022). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Louisiana. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.
law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
27 The White House Office of National AIDS Policy. (2022). National HIV/AIDS Strategy for the United States: 2022–2025. https://files.hiv.gov/s3fs-public/
NHAS-2022-2025.pdf
28 The Williams Institute. (2022). HIV criminalization in the U.S. UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/visualization/hiv-
criminalization/

https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20User%20Guide%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20User%20Guide%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20in%20the%20US%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20in%20the%20US%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20User%20Guide%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://www.hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Mapping%20HIV%20Criminalization%20Laws%20User%20Guide%2C%20CHLP%20111225.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-crim-oh/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
https://files.hiv.gov/s3fs-public/NHAS-2022-2025.pdf
https://files.hiv.gov/s3fs-public/NHAS-2022-2025.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/visualization/hiv-criminalization/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/visualization/hiv-criminalization/
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Black Americans are more likely to be arrested for HIV-related allegations.

	• Across every state for which we have data—16 in total—Black Americans were arrested for HIV 
crimes at higher rates than their overall share of the state population. In 64% of states analyzed, Black 
Americans were arrested at higher rates than their share of people living with HIV (PLWH) in the state.

	• For example, in California, Black people were 6% of the state population and 18% of people 
living with HIV, but 39% of HIV-related arrests.29 In Maryland, Black people were 30% of the state 
population but 71% of people living with HIV and 82% of HIV-related arrests in the state.30

Black Americans are more likely to be convicted of HIV-related allegations.

	• Across all 16 states analyzed, Black Americans were convicted at higher rates than their overall 
share of the state population. In 75% of states analyzed, Black Americans were convicted at higher 
rates than their share of people living with HIV in the state (See Figure 5).

	• For example, in Nevada, Black people were 10% of the state’s population and 28% of people living 
with HIV in the state, but 43% of HIV-related convictions.31 In Virginia, Black men accounted for 
about 18% of the state’s population but 68% of HIV-related convictions.32

Figure 5. Share of Black people in state population, population of people living with HIV in the state, 
share of HIV-related arrests, and share of HIV related convictions by state
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29 Hasenbush, A., Miyashita, A., & Wilson, B. D. M. (2015). HIV criminalization in California: Penal implications for people living with HIV/AIDS. The Williams 
Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-ca-penal/
30 Cisneros, N., Tentindo, W., Sears, B., & Macklin, M. (2024). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Maryland. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-crim-md/
31 Cisneros, N., & Sears, B. (2021). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Nevada. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.
law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-nevada/
32 Cisneros, N., & Sears, B. (2021). Enforcement of HIV criminal laws in Virginia. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.law.
ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-va/

https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-ca-penal/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-crim-md/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-nevada/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-nevada/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-va/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-va/
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Black Americans are more likely to face harsh post-conviction penalties like sex offender registration.

	• In all states for which we have data, Black Americans are more likely to be placed on a sex offender 
registry for an HIV-related conviction.

	◦ For example, in Louisiana, Black people were 32% of the state’s population and 67% of people 
living with HIV, but 74% of people on the registry with an HIV-related conviction.33

	◦ Likewise, in Tennessee, Black people were 17% of the state’s population and 55% of people 
living with HIV, but 74% of people on the sex offender registry with an HIV-related conviction.34

Figure 6. Share of Black people in state population, population of people living with HIV in the state, 
and share of sex offender registrants by state
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In some states, men and women, including Black men and women, experience HIV criminalization 
differently.

	• For example, in Tennessee, about three-fourths (77%) of those on the state’s sex offender registry 
for an HIV-related sex work conviction were women, and the majority were Black women (57%); 
only 22% were Black men. In contrast, 90% of people on the registry for an HIV-related exposure 
conviction were men, and the majority were Black men (64%); only 4% were Black women.35

	• In Florida, 81% of people arrested for an HIV-related sex work allegation were women, and 28% 
were Black women; 13% were Black men. In contrast, 73% of those arrested under the state’s HIV-
related exposure law were men, and 36% were Black men; 11% were Black women.36

33 Cisneros, N., & Sears, B. (2022). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Louisiana. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. https://williamsinstitute.
law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
34 Cisneros, N., Sears, B., & Lennon-Dearing, R. (2022). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Tennessee. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-tennessee/
35 Cisneros, N., Sears, B., & Lennon-Dearing, R. (2022). Enforcement of HIV criminalization in Tennessee. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-tennessee/
36 Hasenbush, A. (2018). HIV criminalization in Florida: Penal implications for people living with HIV/AIDS. The Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-fl/

https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-louisiana/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-tennessee/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-tennessee/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/hiv-criminalization-fl/
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CONCLUSION
Black Americans are disproportionately harmed by America’s dual epidemics of HIV and over-policing and 
mass incarceration. They continue to be more likely to be newly diagnosed with and to be living with HIV 
than their non-Black counterparts, and to be subjected to heightened surveillance, arrest, and conviction 
within the criminal legal system. As a result, Black Americans are more likely to be criminalized for their 
HIV status through HIV-related criminal laws and to come into contact with the criminal legal system 
following an HIV-related allegation. These heighten the risk of criminalization for Black Americans living 
with HIV—risks that affect Black men and Black women often in unique ways.

Discussing the negative effects of HIV criminalization on ending the HIV epidemic in the United States, in 
2023, the CDC recommended that “[w]hen a law meant to protect the public is not working as intended, 
is unjust, and may be hurting efforts to keep communities healthy, common solutions must be found 
to better meet public health and public safety goals.”37 Such reforms have the potential to benefit both 
PLWH and those at risk of HIV by decreasing stigma and shifting policy from carceral to public health 
strategies for HIV treatment and prevention.

37 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2023). HIV criminalization and ending the HIV epidemic in the U.S. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/124122

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/124122
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